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'HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

O e doubted that congregational singing as such is
B8 very far from being what «t might become, Is it
S cvitable that tasteful, correct and actistically expres-
B «ive singing must repress the full-hearted and strong-
S viterance of a large and upited congregation? The
W power of sacred song in intensifying and exalting de-
S votional feeling is univercolly recognized. It is a
S power felt by preacher and people alike. Few will
2 be preparce 3 affirm that this power'1s adequately
S realized in the average congregations of the present
R time. In all other depastments of Church work
B8 there 1s marked and encouvraging progress. “Vhy
g should a matter o conducive to profitable religious
8 service as good congregaticnal singing be allowed to
N lag behind ?
B It may be that growing activity and earnest Jevo-
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g on the better cultivation of Church music, to this ex-
B tent at least, that wm view of vanied and clamant
;e datics it is relatively unt portant whether this part of

Worade.  IEgtis true that in all essential parts of Chris-
Btian worship the service should be of the best, then ut
Mollows that nexlet of good congregational singing 1s
M aliogether unjustifiable. It cannot b2 neglected with-
RRjout scrious loss.  That good Church music is in itself
2 means of attracuon and helps attendance at Church
g scrvices is the least part of . That it 1s a means of
atraction, and one that 1s quite legitimate 1s not for a
g moment denied. The effective service of praise, how-
Rever, ike prayer and preaching, may be properly
Bdcegarded as a means of grace. Indifference to anv
means of grace is certamnly spiritually injurious, and
e cease to profit by 1t, when we cease to regard it as
BEmportant.  As an instrumentality of spiritual pro-
Bkress we ought to make much more than we n~w id
B! the service of sacred song.
¥ Why is it that 1n 52 many congregations the great
Ebody of the people “ul to join hearuly and fully in the
Ringing of psalms and hymns? Organ and choir,
Buartette and soloist, are all very well in their places,
no much depends on them, but can a worshipping
gongregation delegate to others that portion of the
B3 s rvice wnich 1s pecabarly their own 2 People whose
Busical educatios. has been,totally or partially neg-
ted may hesitate to raise their voices lest they
ar the beauty and spoil the effect that artistic excel®
ace produces, but it has to be remembered that ar-
Jistic perfection, however desirable 1t may be, is not
ihe highest purpose of corgregational singing. Itisa
g1t of the so.emn worship of Almighty God, and one
I which every devout soul should take a part. The
@inprovement of fcongregational singihg was greatly
Biciped by the good old-faskioned meeting expressly
S practice n sacred mustc.  To a large extent this
B2 been crowded out by matters of more or less im-
Portance, but it should not be altogether discarded
ot 2 more effective agency has been devised to take
Bs place.  Another means of helpfulness n this re-
Rpect is that praise enters more fully than formerly
Wpto the ordinary services of the Church. The stunted
Rumber ot verses to be sung 1s now a thing of the past
B4 at all meetings praise has become a much more
R rominent {eature thaa was the case hitherto.  What-
giver tends 1o the development of this essential part
B the scevice of the sanctuary is deserving of con-
g decation.  There is surely no good reason why con-
hegational singing should remain so comparatively
ble and unsatisfactory as it confessedly is at pres.
Rhot. [f blessings are received in answer to the
lrayers of the sanctuary, why should they not be
Soked for in response to 1ts heartfelt and full-voiced
raites ¢
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MRs. SCOTT-SIDDONS is announced for an evening
i Dramatic Recutals, in Association Hall, on Tues-
By, 1d April. A large and entbusiastic audience is
fice to greet Mrs, Siddons on this occasion

B THt increasing business of the Standard Life
Bssurance Company in Toronto demanded large.
fpd more accommodation The company have moved
Ao larger and more commodious ffices in the same
Hilding on Tcronto Street.  Mr. Hunter, the super-
JBtendent of agencies, and Mr. F Sparling, city agent,
JERve their offices in the main cntrance, whilst the
bshier, Mr. John W. Kerr, has 2 convenient and
acious office for the discharge of his duties. Mr.
e, the inspector, leaves for British Columbia this
kel in the interest of the company.

Books and (Magazines.

HiNTs TO YOUNG MEN. From the Parable of
the Prodigal Son, By the Rev. John Leyburn, D.D.
(Philadelphia . Presbytenian Board of Publication.)
—The author is well known as an eloquent preacher.
This book cunsists of a course of sermons on the
parable of the prodigal son addressed to young men.
They are full of wise counsels and suggestious, which
the youn}s men of these modern days would find it
to their profit to read and «eeply ponder.

BETTER NO1. By ). H. Vincent, L1.D., Chancel-
tor of Chautaugqua Umiversity. (New York : Funk &
Wagnalls ; Toronto . William Briggs.)—The author
nceds no introduction ‘o the reading pubhc, Ths,
his latesi work, is a brief, sowy yet calm and emi-
nently catholiv letter to young people, parents and
leaders of society upon the non-Chnistian tendencies
of wine-drinking, card-playing, thectre-gomg and
dancing, Dr. Vincent's advice being * Better Not.”
It is needless to say that the book has hiterary quali-
ties that commend it, while its mow.ve and the spint
displayed in the -caiment will wans for it friends even
among those w  are votaries of fashion and revolve
in society’s whirl. Itis a capital book, and deserves
a large circulation,

SiiLt Hotkas. By Richard Rothe, Translated
by Jane T Stoddart, with an introductory essay by
Rev John MacPherson, M.A. (New York: Funk
& Wagnalls, Tiroato. Wilham Briggs.)—Richard
Roihe, in his life tune, was oae of the leading factors
in German thought. As professor in various theologi-
cal seminaries, and a voluminous author, his .
fluence was long and powerfully felt. ¢ Still Hours’
is a posthumous wourk, prepared by Prof. Nippold, of
Berne, one of Ruthe's admiuning students, and shows
him to have been a man of deep personal piety. of
pure and simple heart  Of this excellent work one
says. To many this collection of choice reilections
by so profound and earnest a thinker as Richard
Rothe will prove a rich min~ of intellectual and reh-
gious sugyestion, helpful and stimulating 1 no ords-
nary degree. So vaned, too, are the themes dis-
cussed, that all classes of readers may find something
to interest, something fitted to throw new light on oft
discussed and long-studied themes, or to lead to new
departures in thinking not ventured on before.

THLE JEws, or Prediction and Fulfilment, an Argu-
ment for the Times. By Samuel H. Kellogg, D.D.
New edition with an Appendix. (New York: Anson
D. F. Randolph & Co.)—That this is an able work on
a subject of great interest, 1s proved by the fact that
a second edition has already been called for. [t is
characterizced by careful and panstaking study of the
sacred Scriptures, and all the best sources of informa-
tion available. Dr. Kellogg is a clear and logical
thinker, eminently candid and fair. Whether ths
reader is prepared to accept all the Doctor’s conclu-
sions, he cannot fal to respect the earnestness and
sincerity with which the author states and enforces Ins
convictions. The book coatains five chapters, Separ-
ated from the Nations, Foretold and Fulfitled, To be
Fulfilled, Theories and Facts, and Recapitulation and
Conclusions. The Appendix contains much valuable
intormation concerning the present condition of the
Jews, concisely and clearly stated. In addition to
the intrinsic merits of the work, it has also a great
apolagetic value.

ScrIPTURE READINGS, for Use in the Public and
High Schools of Ontario. Revised Edition. (To-
ronto . Wilham Brggs.)—To meet all reasonable ob-
sections raised agamnst the Scnipture Selections lor
use in school, the committee, representative of the
various Churches to whom was entrusted the task
of their preparation was again coavened and the work
of revision comnut ed to them. In this edition chap-
ter and verse are given, and the portions selected for
reading are complete in themselves. They are care-
fully and systematically arranged: the Old Testa-
ment into two parts, the first historical, the second
devotional, didactic, prophetic; the New Testament
is arranged in three parts, first, historical and didactic
—the Gospels ; second, bistarical and didactic—the
Acts of the Apostles ; and third, didactic and pro-
phetic—the Epistles and the Revelation. The »ork
of revision has been done with care and patience by
scholarly and devout men who are highly esteemed 1n
ibeir respective commuaivns. It s hoped th2 ua-

seemly strifs over the Book of Seleciwuns is now and
finally settled.

THE MISSIONARY WORLD.
A LETTER FROM SAN10.

The following letter, addressed to Mrs. Burns, wife
of Rev R. F Rurns, D.D,, appears 1n the lasu 1ssue
of the Halifax Presbyterian Witness

My pDEAR MRS, BurNs,—Your last information
from us told you of our settlement on Targoa, Santo.
Though we vere nomunaily settled crrtanly our home
ha! o~ .ang but a settled appearance. The state
which our things were 1n was * conlusion worse cone
founded.” Could you have seen our house as we first
took possession you might have supposed that order
could never be brought out of such a mixture of tim-
ber, boxes, furmiture, .. etu., piled mside and out,
Haowever, after a few weel.s the several kiuds of goods
seamed to reach their respecuve places, and now
after three months have goae, our hittle contage of
four rooms is very comfortable. It is a weatherboard
buildiag with back and front veranda and galvanized
iron roof. It is lined throughout and painted white
with chocolate coloured dours and windows ; a small
pantry, bath room, and store room are joined to the
house, whiln our kitchen and yam house comprise
anather building a little detached fiom the dweling.
Tangoa isle nses some fifty feet above the sea. It1s
upward of a mile in length and about athird of a
mile in width It is dry and rocky. We depend
upon our tanks en*-ely (or water. We have not had
time to fecl lonely since conung here.  Uur worx has
been superabradant. Owing to th+ shipwreck we
have had much more to Jdo than we r..herwise should
have, so many of our things were broken and others
destroyed with the sea water. 1 am glad to say that
so far our people arz very friendly, coming about the
premises every day.  We are only a few yards away
l from the native village. Th . h the p-nole live here

‘an accouat of health, they all have their plantations
on the mainlund where they gov to work every day,
rain or shine. They seem indu.trious, having plenty
of food both for their own use and for sale. They are
arc a people of some importance as things go here.
They build large canoes, and go grute lung distances
on trading ecxpeditions. Pol,gamy is practised.
One man has eight wive. 2another three, and quite a
number have two, all have ovne each at least,
They pay from five to tweaty pigs according to the
rank of the girl One day a few wecks ago a poor
timid little girl was brought to see us, who had been
bought by a man whose wife had died three weeks
-ztore, He had pad six piys for her. She would
be twelve or thirteen years old, but did not loock more
than mine. She had never seea a white face before,
and was very much atraid of us. The women, as on
*he other heathen islands, do the drudeery of the
work. There are ten villages on tie mainland speak-
ing this language, while on the south side of Santo
there are people speaking three other dialects, all of
whom we call our people. We tope that by acquir
i~ 7 one langnage we shall ir. time be able to wotk the
whole of this soutn district of Santo, leaving three-
quarters at least of the island uncared for. The dress
of our people is very much in need of reform, tha: of
the men 1s passable, but that of the women I cannot
describe. They have, however, shown less distaste
to wearing our clothes than on ¢ >me of the other hea-
then islands, a good many of the n.en have oo shirts
from us, also somne of the women dresses, and have
brought us some yam ia return. Tbers are two high
chiefs at this village. One, Molinatuy, seems to be the
most important, and is a ve . aice man and quite
dignified ; the other, Molisokisoki, we do not care
‘auch for, though he 1s quite frienc'y. He is said to
be a cannibzl ; indeed ail these pew..¢ are said to be
cannibals, but we have seen nothinglof it as yo., At
present peace reigns all this side of Santo.  We have
had visits from six of the inland chiefs with some ,f
their wives and people to see the missionary and e
big white house of which the people of Tangoa seemn
quite proud of showiny, to thetr nesghbours, We have
noticed them show some kindness and sympathy for
Mr. Annand, who bas been laid up for over three
weeks. While assisting at the building of Mr. Landel’s
house oo Malo, he strawed his back badly. It bas
k never become strong, and 1 fear that he has been
working too hard since coming here. The pain com-
menced again about four weeks ago, and went down
into his right leg in the rovm of suatica, from which
he is still laid up At tines he suffers tnost intense
pain. Some of the people come to see him every
day. Mohnatu spent most of 2 day with him lately,
bringing him some green cocoanuts to dnink. Moli-
sokisokt also came and sat with hun an afternoon,
and wished to cut or scraps the leg, but Mr. Annand
declired bis kind offer I trus. that he may soon get
about ngain. It seems imf sssible to get anything
that will give him permanent relief,

Tangoa, Santo, New Hebrides, Ocl. 29, 1887.




