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touching after the mass of sound coming from the people.
The congregation also sings with softness ; but asindividuals
have their own titne, discords prevail, and long syllablegare
drawn out beyond measure, with a nasal drawl, and the
shorter ones ate clipped off and swailowed. But the ordi-
naty irritation produced by these defects is not felt.  In the
complete absence of thythm you feel lessthe defects of time ;
in fact, so (lmwlinlg is the executiun that you just abandun
all requirements of time, and accept the effects of 1ntonauon
alone. These Gacelic psalms often have an extraordinary
effect ; when the peuple at times happen o unite theie plain.
tive voices on certain Jung notes and slurs, the mulutude
sends up a subdued wail thae is wonderfully touching.  The
preaching was nut less interesting thar. the singing.  One of
the worthy ministers seemed 10 me of a type petfectly suned
to the scene.  He was a patriarch in years, infatherly hand-
ness, in serenity and simplicity.  is cherubic face, set na
frame of gray hair and beard, scemed to be made fut smil
ing; but someinterior powes had won half of him over to
severity—at least it seemed so at times when one brow, one
eye, one side of the mouth, all contracted with an eapression
of gloom. Standing up in the little sentry box with his
hands clasped over his rotundity, he waited in silence for
some moments, until he had established himsclf in a slow
swaying motion {rom side 0 side- "“is swinging seemed
essential to all these Cape Breton .peakers and singers.
Socn he started, in a very low voice, a hemnung, a word,
and a hesitation altogether, and the hesitation often
triumphed, making him wait again until more swinging had
evolved a suggestion,

Communion Sabbath is the most important day of the
sacrament in both a religious and a social point of view. At
an early hour the roads were thronged with men and wumen
on foot, on hurseback, in upen buggies ; and by ten o'cluch
the grounds were well filled with peuple shaking hands,
Fassmg salutatuns ; sume were arrauging quietly the pae

iminaries of hurs@ trades and other transactions, and all were
enjoying the unc unfailing public gathering of the year. The
enjoyment, howeser, had Lo be detected beneath avery grave
mien and luw vuiced tath. The crowd that day, having a
larger proportiun of the yuung and the wurldly peuple, was
more mixed in its composition, but the elements kept pretty
distinct, for the d .out and the elderly furmed the group
nearest the ““ tent,"” while those of lesser degrecs of picty
made concentric circles theseabout.  \While the usual ser

vices went on, many groups of lads and lasses on the out

skirts exchanged notes, threw one another motto candics, and
even kept up conversations in undertones. I was told that
at a sacrament some young men once cstablished themselves
in a waggon near by, and burlesqued the communiun service
with crackers and the whiskey bottle. Now and then an
elder walked about the ground and called for order.  The
arrival of a waggon aroused every duzer, and turned cvery
head toward the road. A glance at the assembly, even at
the most sulemn moments of the service, left one ignurant of
the fact that anything of intesest was going onat the central
point, for alt classes had the singular habit of sitting ot lying
or standing with their faces turned in any dirccuon, It
seemed in this respect to be a picnic of deaf mutes. The
occasion showed in a stiiking way the hardihood of this
people, their indifference to discumfust, the force of tradi-
tion among them, and, in some cases, the absurbing sin

cerity of their piety. Al day long it rained, a cold cast
wind from the Banks of Newfoundland swept up the valley
in gusts, and the chill was well nigh unendurable to me.
And yet the good patriarch preachied on in his cternal way ,
the services kept their usual proportions ; for nearly six hours
men and woren of three generations sat on the wet ground,
the men all bare-headed, most of the people without the
shelter of even an umbrella or a waterproof. Even, when
bad weather prevails during all five days of the sacrament it
docs not shorten the seemons.  After the customary services
of prayers, psalms and sermon, the minister *‘ fenced the
table ’*; that is, he spoke to the effect of excluding those
who were not comununicants, and encouraging thuse who
held ** tokens ” to come forward.  \When the communicants
had taken their scats, and the *“elements  had been placed
on the table, the minister came down from the ““tent ”* and
read before thet. . the institution of the sacrament, 1st Corin-
thizns, chapter ., verses 23 t029. Meanwhile a deacon
collzcted the “ tokens” from those at the table. Aftera
prayer and an uddress, the minister broke Lread and pave it
to those nearest him, and passed them wine, and then threc
deacons or clders served the bread and wanc along the rest
of the tables. Externally it was a company of distzessed,
abject mourners soaked in the gusts of cold rain, the men’s
heads covered by handkerchicfs, the women's by black shawls.
But ‘h‘i scemed entirely absorhed by theit interiur expen

ences, the tortures of conscience, the hopes and tetrurs of
their faith.  The sacrament closed with the usual services on
Monday, and the crowds then dispersed to their homes, —C.
H. Farnkam, in Harper's Magazine for Marck.

EMPLOYER AND BMPLOYED.

« The Rev. Dr. Washington Gladden has an article in the
March Century on ** The Strength and Weakness of Socia-
lism,” in which he says : Instead, thetefore, of pulling down
the existing order, as the socialists propusc, the thing to be
done is to enlarge its foundations. They are right in sayin

that an ind.strial system whose scle motive power is self-
interest and whose sole scqulative prnciple is competition
will end in pandemonium 3 but they are foolish in thinking
that humanity will thrive under a system which discards oz
cripples these sclf-tc?nding forces. \What is needed is the
calling into action of the good.will which is equally a pant
of human najure.  This also must be made an integral part
of the industrial system ; it mag@be the business of the em.
ployer 2o promote the welfare of his workmen, and the busi-
ness of the workmen to promote the interest of their employer.
The organization of Iabouz must be such that the one class
cannot prosper withont directly and perceptibly increasing
the prosperity of the other.  This is the true remedy for the
evils of which the socialists complain. The reform needed

is not the deéstruction bat the Christianization of the present

ondet.

WHAT DOES 1T MATTER?

It matters little where I was born,
Or if my parents were tich or poor 3
Whether they shrank at the cold world's szorn
Or walked in the pride of wealth secure s
But whether I live an honest man,
And hold my integrity firm in m{
I tell yuu, my Lrather, as plain as
It matters touch ¢

clutch,
can,

It matters little how long I stay

In a world of surruw, sin, and care ;
Whether in youth I am called away,

Or live till my bones of Besh are bare ;
But whether I dothe best [ can

To soften the weight of adversity's tourh
On the faded cheel of my fellow man,

It matters much !

It matters little where be my grave,

Or on the land, or on the sea ;
By purling brook, or ‘neath stormny wave,

It matters little or nought to me ;
But whether the angel of Death comes down

And marks my brow with his loving touch,
As one that shall wear the victor's crown,

It matters much !
- Wm. Andrew Sigourucy.

THE JUST SCLALES.

Let me apply them to a single instance of *¢ false scales,”
or *deceitiul weights, to wit, our current sitver dollar.
Not that 1 propose to discuss 1t as a nscal question ; |
sunply propose to test it in the moral balance. The gotd
dollar 15 our standard unit o! value, our °*shekel of the
sanctuary, according to which all our estimazions arc to tie
made.'”  Government declares the goid dollar w be worth
one hundred cents 3 and Guvernment tells a trutly 3 for that
1s the actual worth of thegold dollar,  Government ucclares
the Bland dollar to be also worth one hundsed cents ; and
Government tells a hie; or 1t as worth oaly, say, aghty
cents, Forat 1s important to note that the silver dollar
differs from the paper dollar chefly in this respect: while
the latter 1s simply a picce of paper on which Government
has pnnted a promtse, the former has, n addiion to the
Government stamp, a metallic value of its own in fact, it
ts just-liccause sitver, lthe gold, has #ts own metallic value,
that the duct of the standards 1s being fought.  Now, when
Governmment decrees thata ** fiat™ dollar, or silver coin worth
cighty cents, shall be, so to speak. quahitativelv equivalent
to the standard dollar, or a gold coin worth one hundred
cents, Lovernment docs as abvsurd and impossible a thing,
moratly speaking, as 1t would were 1t to decree that three
pecks of wheat shall be guantiatvely equivalent to four
pecks, or a bushel.  In bnef, Government tn coimng the
Biand dollar virtually proclaims this atthmetical equauon :
$0==100. lt1sa penwnc 1nstance of the fornddzn ** divers
weights, where, 1t 1 may so say, the silver scaie of twelve
ounces troy 1s forced to talance the gold scale of siateen
ounces avoirduposs.  This dishonest cuinage, 1t persisted 1n,
wil sooner or later, accoraing to the retnbvtave law of infias
tion, plunge the nauon into a2 tinancal catastrophe. W hat
the American people nieeds 1s to have the shekel ol the
sanctuary, or the moral scales, set up in the Lapuol. It
Cungress would add some grams of a scruple to our silver
doltar, Congress would not be so unscrupulous.  Then the
tegend, ** In God we trust,” would not be so sanctimonious.
—ueo. Dana Boardman, in New Princeton Rewsew for
March, ~
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CASTELAR'S ORATORY.

From a paper by A. A. Adee, of the State Department,
in the March Century,accompanying a frontispiece portrait,

“we quote the followwng 3 ** Of the character ot hns oratory 1t

is not casy to speak. His discourses do not bear close
analysis.  Canovas, Alonso, Martinez, Sagasta, Martos, and
many others, are his masters in debate.  Infact, Castelar is
not a good debater.  Set speeches arc his peculiar province.
1 have heard it said that they are written and committed to
memory. Taken unawares by a shrewd logician, whom
florid generalities will not silence, he does not show to ad-
vantage.

s His style is, to our more sober Saxon thinking, redund-
ant, and laden with tropes and metaphors.  His reasoning
is esscntially poctical 3 amagination outweghs logic, and
similes and illustrations take the place of argument. His
rhetorical manner may be cevidenced by a sentence I find in
an album—and, by the way, I know of no man more ready
than Castelar 10 give s autograph, with a scatiment at-
tached.

¢ ¢ Faith,’ he writes, * may change its aim, but ever zc-
mains in the depths of human naturcas the supremest virtuc,
impcliing to supreme acts, Life is, and will ever be, a
stormy ocean.  To cross this occan, in Faith, and in Faith
alonc, must we embark.  In this bark the prophet Colum.
bus sct sail, and, at his joumcy‘s cnd, found a New World.
1f that world had not existed, God would have created it in
the soliturde of the waves, if only to reward the faith and
constancy of that man. We shall yet behold throughout the
world that liberty and cqualily whose dawnings already
shine upon the pute brow of Amenca, the vircin, because
we are resolute in out scarch thereof and possess assured faith
that weshall find it.” ™

THER private conference in Edinburgh of Free Church
ministers and clders from all parts of Scotland opposed to
Discstablishment numbeted about 400, and was presided
over by Mr. Wm. Mackinnen.

Titx handsome new Luilding for the Mountpottinger ¥,
M. C..A,, Belfast, the foundation stone of which was laid
last autumn, by Mr. George Williams, of London, has been
formally opened by the Maiquis of Loadonderry.

British and Foreign.

Tue Rev. Kitkwood lewat, M.A., Prestwick, has re-
ceived a unanimous call from the Presbyterian congregation
in Lisbon, Portugal.

Tue church at Gravesend which relegaled General Gor:
dnn to the gallery when he entered it a stranger, now con-
tains a marble tablet to his memory.

Dr. W. FLEMING STEVENSON, of Dublin, as Duff lec-
turer, delivered at Aberdecn a series of fuur lectures on
¢ The Dawn of the Modern Mission.”

o Mk, Tuus. ALkexasueR, manufaciuter, Dunfermline,
whu lately gave $1u,000 wward the new Abbey Church in
that town, has died in his aghty seventh year.

AN anteresting conference un Temperance and Home Mis.
stolis has been tield in Ldinburgh by one hundred ladies of
the Church of Scotland.  Lora Pulwarth presided at the
meeting.

Mu. JouN REKR, land surveyor, Duns, a veteran elder
and Sabbath school teacher, as well as temperance reformer,
has died in lus cightieth year. He was the inventor of a
system of stenography. )

‘Tie Presbyterian Church of New South \Vales has made
unwonted progress during 1885, In no previous year have
there been so many inductions and so much activity in
chuech building,

Tue proposed federation of the Australian and Tasma.
nian Presbyterian Churches has advanced considerably, and
it is expected that the first federal Assembly will be held
next July in Sydney.

Mg, SAMUEL SMitH, ex M.P. for Liverpool, has given
$7,5w0 ts aild in the establishment of a Y. M. C. A. at Kirk-
dale.  He comnbuted $qu,000 tumard the gymnasium for
t' ¢ Liverpuul assuciation.

I'risciaL Catnas and ke J. sauth, ML A., of Brough-
ton Llace, utiaated at Wallace Green Chutch, Berwick, 1
cunucctiun wath ihe inducuun tu the pastorate there of Rev.
V. A, Maiton, M.A,, B.D.

Tue puncpal of St. Andrew's has an income of $2,720,
$415 bang granted by Parhament; also an othcial resi-
dence.  1he puncipals o!f Abcrdeen, Glasgow and Edin.
burg receive respecuvely $3,510, $4,535 and $4,995.

PRECEPTOR WILSON cungratulated the Jews of Glasgow
at thewr festival on the fact that he never had one of their
number before him while he sat on the bench.  Qut of 1,900
paupers geting parochial relief in Glasgow, only one is a
Jew,

Tue Duke of Hamilton having obstinately refused per-
mission to the Presbytery of Kilmarnock to erect a church
in Arran, Ayr Presbrtery have agreed to make application
to the Schont Board of Kifbride for the use of Lamlasa School
on Sabbaths during the summer months.,

THE cunverted acturs, Mr. and Mrs. Chris. King, have
been conducting cvangelistic servicesat Greenock, under the
auspices of the Y. M. C. A.  On Sabbaths their meetings
have been held in Cuol’s Circus, which has been filled to
overfloning, hundreds being turned away.

It has Leen fuund impussible to bung the divided opin-
ions of Jounbatr cungregauun iuto unity regarding their
chuice of a aunistes. Di. Wilson, Edinburgh, Dr. Buras,
Kukliston, and Mi. Crerar, Nutth Leath, having failed in a
final effurt to make peace, the matter reverts again to the
Synod.

PROFESSOR MILLIGAN, it 15 expected, will be appointed
puncipal clerk of Assembly 1n foom of the late Principal
Tulloch; and the probavle candidates for the office of
depaty-clerk include Rev. Thomas Barty, of Kirkcolm,
Professor Malcom C. Taylor, Dr. Casar, of Tranent, and
Dr. Story.

AT a social meeting of the members of Prospect Street
Church, Hull, 1t was stated by the chairman, Mr, Andrew
Mouat, that 1t was all but settled that Mr. Train, of Buck.
haven, was to come among them as the successor of the late
Dr. Mackay. Mr. Tramn, within three years, had received
a dozen calls.

Tute Rev. Lachlan McLachlan, M.A., preached on Sab-
bath afternoon in St. Columba Church, Glasgow, to upwards
of 300 united shepherds who, with their plaids and bonnets,
bad marched to the church in procession from their gathering
place in George Squarc—a picturesque spectacle which at-
tracted an cnormous crowd.

Tue Modcrator of the Victonia Assembly has begun his
jubilee work, and hopes to raise $50,000 before the end of
the year.  Alrcady gc has several thousands on his list.
The goal on which the Presbytenics are fixing their eyes isa
sum of $300,000, to be used for the Home Mission, Susten-
tation, and Church Extension Schemes,

LADY ABERDEEN’S cfforts to reform the moral as well
as the_soual conditions of the labouring agricultural
classes in the North of, Scotland are already showing good
zesults.  Associations ase being formed, and schemes,
suhple yet embracing vast improvements, set up, Pethaps
in no class was tcform so urgently necded.

MR. LEONARD LygLy, M.D. for Orkney and Shetland,
will Lring before Patliament a petition from Orkney Pres:
Lytery, praying for an official inquiry into the administration
of justice in the Aunour case. They deny that Mr. Atmout’s
status is affected, sympathize deeply with himin his posi-
tion, and testify to his Llamcless and unspotted Chrstian
character maintained during a long and honoured ministry.

AT the Barony congrepational soiree Dr, Marshall Lang
s3id that nearly $50,000 had leen raised toward building
the new church.  Sir Michacl Connal gave some interesting
facts about the old Barony. Sir William Collins and Bailie
Inckson, two staunch Free Chutchmen, were among the
speakers; and Dr. Fergus Fergason, of the Evangelical
Union, was on the platform. Dr. Scott, of Edinburgh, em-
phasized the fact that churches do not exist to pton?e a liv.
ing for ministers, Lut on the contrary that ministers exist to
givelile to the chuech,




