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(,OLDIIN TEXT.-- Bt ye altrs ai tht Word, and
* not hearers anly."l-james s : 22.

Timit. Soon alter lait itiaura, Ltfa surate wnlters ussign
a inter duate-abaut A.D. 61.

WRITtRit.-Commentatnrs arc dlvided as ta thic idcitiy
of thii James. It iras ,got tht brother of John who was
kilted by Iferod survie years t>etotc the tocuncil al Jecrusatem.
but there aie uthea tý% Jacrîics meniuned an tht txoàpeta
and Act% (t) jantes, the iun J Alphcus, àN.ark j . ib
lvatt. ta : 3; Luke 6- 15; Acta t; -. l 14; and (2)
James Iltht totiser ai tht L.ord," Mtatt. t1 : SS ;1 INath 6-

jGal. & . g.fotc3tisun sa, aie these tru identiCa, or

than ta say that ver>' etuincat theotogian aie fuand favour.
ing cach vicir, and that cacha opinion lias ils pruttabititirs
and dificultas. 1 arn inciorsd ta taire the lait opinion. but
as It is ut nu ptatit.ai .nrl ~ ~ iu u. itasua toit sutîject
need nol bc furthes en.%nged u6,un. Wc be'.eivc *hat te
wiiter. whacver te iras. spake as tac iras moved by the

Hl hast. That la suffacical for us.
Notes and Comments.-Ver. os!. IlD flo nt cir."-

Rcv. IlBc nat de.etved.'* Ver. 83 tells us whlat the errer
was-supposing God iras the author of temptations, wheteu
hec dotss nlot teaipt, non cars li bc tcmpted.

Ver. 17. Sa fat is saîch a thouglit train b:-ing truc. tliat
ail that la goad on tarth, Ilevery gond gaît and cveny pet(ec-t

gif." Cornes t Gad. "Father ailits:" as ticcrestor.
aniginatorath hea. enly bad ieç. (job 38 : 28. GCa. 4:20

21). Refecc tchngts in tht fiaavenly bodics ilws,
rairally. ioabr %t ai o spiritual lîglits, and sa thete cao

bc fia darkness an titra or tramn Hinu. il John t .
*Shadow ai turniog ;" lit. tht shada'r matr tast b>' tut

hcavcnhly bodies an thita turning on revalutiun, an eclipse.
There is fia change in Gad, lie as tennaliy tlit saine.Ver. iS. "0 f loiis own iai " thaibs is anc proof af tht
goodncss of God--comp. John i : a . "lliegat " the change
whicli tht Spit ai God ecates ia tric liants of mrn. as like
a new creattan. "Word ai truth . "1îreached gospsel, Gad's
instrument in tht conversion af mca. Il Farst-frirs: " un-
der the aid dispensation the first-truits were cansecrated ta
God. James as wrtang ta Jettes whli would undrstand tht
allusion. lit ishes ta anculcate halant.., s0 lie tells thern
that their spositian as that oi thc canî;ecrated shraves, they
are the flist.fruits in the great ha-rvest ai salvation, and
should pre-cmincntly bc- the I-ard's.

Ver. 19. "l Swift ta fleur :"' that il the Word ai trutli, ils
vait impor=acetdemaLnds instant attention. ltas cootrastcd
with the next clause, IlSlow ota :a, .' that is wîlh assomp-
tien aftauthatity, bc modest, rlow ta spesk uniise thina aio
God, as atn ver. 13. This si funîhet spoken ai in ver. 26.
and thraugliautl ic next chapier. "Slow ta wnath :"I set
chap. 3 -13, 14,; and Cbap. 4:-5. W~rath, as a toile, imn.
plies sin. althougli there m>' lbc a rglcoas :vralk, onl>'
ire mnust bc Slow Ccc ta thtl.

Ver. 20. A spenal ressorn wli> wc sliouid abstain froin
wralli. Il Vaîketh nt" ta as ecved by. rallier it hin.
dtrs tht mark ai Ga'J's nighoeuusnocss. WVc arlc tld that it
L% goodl ta bc zealousl>' atttctcd in a gond thurîg. tics, but
nat witb anger; the hacatted, ngry advocacy ai thet rulliby
saine mnca data mate batra than rood. Wrath wiii not
maIre bii that indulges in it rigliteout, mithier alliers.

Ver. 2i. "lFilthics," or deflenent irhich isl washed,
aira>' l'y the irord of Chtist. UOhn 15 -3.) "lSupeafluity,"
rallier, as in Rr.V., "lovcuflowinig af wiccdac=s" Sin is
neot mcrcly au evil in lte hecarts and lîvesaif moral but il is an
abading cvil. "MNeckneis" t laie apposite ai wmath in
ver. -10, at ancludes a child.Aake, Lumble, al; wcll as au un-
contentians spitit, Cbrist-like. t1Mati. lx . -1.) "Engraited :"
Razv. "l mplanted ." IIste alusien as4. ptrhaps, ta tht parabie
ai tht soirer. and il is thie irr.planted, or sain ; word which,
rrecived ino tht seul, is ta spîinig top a plant of nigliteaus.
rnces " Able ta lavte mighly pawer ai tht iocrupted
secd. (t Pet. Y : 23.)

Ver. 2z. IlDocra:-" Al/.n'd ays. "flot oui>' do, but b'e
dotms" Il carrnes an enodurinp, a soita of ficiai. force with
it l l't th!t l'e )-our occtpton." "lD.cetvtng," as alas
mas>' do in ttîas ver>' fashntn-so ditd saint af aId. (Rom.
2.13.)

Ver. 23, 24. Tht irriter now gives an illuistration. A
man behaids bis face in a glass, s0 thtc hearer bebolds lois
natoral moral face tn Gad's WVord. "lGlas-s:I Rzv. Ilmir.
rti. Ibth=- au ancient timois were general>' made af potiaird
pulates ai ictzl ; lic contemptatcs hitiscli, then siri,' ý.way
forgeas, on, as ba-s been raid, il it wcre possible for . .a ta
go downm thestrect ar.d mci hîieli, lic would tat zrcognize
l'y lia memar' af tht lîkeniess; sa, after hearing thet luth.
and coming an sanie Jegcet tu a owlcdgc o ai hmici, the
man turai away ta tht wot.d and wanldly thingi, and foîgets
ail tuat be lias tocard ai fois omit sintoîneus; l'ut fongcttalnts
is no excuse.

Vcr. 23. "W ololeth -" tht word mens more than
siply' lookîng. il implita a scurch atter somthing hidden,
loalring bcneath the surface. -Periect 1mw ai labert ' *"
tht Gospel ai Chisat. il is Gujd*s law ta us, l'ut il a.s fret
dam. "lPerfect -" -a distinguished troin the jeç;àb law,
irbicli vas imptîtect. (Ste 2latt. 5 : 21.48.) 'I Caontinued: I
data not go almry as ta precedtng verscs. Omit "lth=iel,"
s.at s suppticd t# .>c dat auts andl &poil& tht int.
II lese la bis F,&, - Ji Lng," ,KaL is the correct adea,

tht folfiiling ofib '%l'e Vet ~Cv brnî.t bles.sedntas with il.
A lité of obediene is a lite of hlessedncs (P=s 19: ta1.)

Ver. z6. Tht idea ai ver. 19, 20, nepeateal ill emphasiL
Seemcth malles an c-xttrnal professaon ai religion.
Brindleth t"a metaphor l'e oses; aga.in (chi. 3 ; 3.5) , a
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very EtilOL word, how man' am fltc sin J the foague
Des.celith :" by Ihinlcing that hac Il rellgiaug, iralihe li

only a iarmalist. So ait religiaus formot aie vairs, unles
thty influence a irnus speech andl actions.

Ver. 27. "Pure religion . sisat os the oattward manifes-
tation or il. "Il tiore God -"sotch as lie approves, thsat
religion il pure which lias il nea admixture of seli.deccit or
hypocrisy. «Isthis*."Gorttsuttitll iis. ''Fatheless. îid.
.as .." thet mail needy azenerally. named as types af ail whli
slaould lie helped. Il L'nspated . " God's people dwcll lu
a worid af pol lution and arc canstantly liable ta be soiled
by it ; heaice the admoaition. They mnust keep themselves
fianiil b>' tht hclp) ai twad. (l 'n,- la: 14.)

IIINTS TO TRACIEIRS.

Prcfatory.-A few wnards ta liner ciais about this epaistle
ma>' nat bc amis%; il has been much rnîsundcrstood. cassad-
ered as settang tuuih salvataun by woizis, insieasi ai t>' grace
ibrnugla faitli, and as a consceazence strnme as Lutheri, wuuld
go sn fa aos ta expunge It tramn the Scripturea. This arises
frai an imperfect understanding af the object lit the irriter ;

hie v-as trating tu the Jeirs whui hall embraceri thitiaaty,
ino maay af thein as ai would appeai. luvitin, upuna &a as a
merr modification of Judaïsai, and that obedmence tu fuiris
andl ceremonies iras ail that iras needed. lames wouid
show theze that Christzanaty iras a lie, somcthing mare than
currectopipionsut exaatubsetvances. and ai tase irbo had
failli iould'manlicît it by their works. Taking ahat as the
lcey, and remernbera that James uses tht irords I'faia
and varsts" in a di lierca.t stase ta P'aul, it is easy ta sec
that James la not sonîy nlt oppased ta Paul, but as lits cora-
pileraent; the twa witers ahaw us the Christian character,
tounticd and complete.

Topicai Analysia. -(a) God nat the authar of evii. but
the saurce af ail gand <vs. W6-î) (2) The manifestation
ai the religion ai the heart (vs. 19.27). On the firrt tapie

the future lite ? And if there does not corne back a
quick and hearty response in the affirmative,
but sluggishnessa .nd indifference serras ta be [bond,
then daubt and discouragemnent ensue and fears
of having fallen frein grace are entertained. Nov
white a careful and intelligent sclf-examitiation wlth
reference ta the Caotons, destres, and purposes la to
be courirneaded, such as the faregolng are unreliable,
deceptive, bad.

Jesuts proposes a better way. H-e says :" Ifye love
me keep my commnandments," It il alang tiais lire ai
obedience ta His cammansdments, faithful campliance
with the revealed will ai God, that the sulrest test is to
be made. Let the enqua.ncug one, then, instead oî En.-
terviewing fois present feelings, retiict upon his loie,
asking : <'Doa may conduct show that 1 have no0 alier
gods belore Hini na god of gain, tnofa fashiaon, nor
ai ple.isure.r Dots it show ibat Ireverr.nce Hîsnaine
and caretuily lceep His Sabbatha' Dos It give evi-
dence telat 1 neither covet or steal P (Every anc who
ever buys or sells, or trades, auglit constantiy ta keep
this quaestion befare haim.) Does lit shaow that 1 lave
my neigbur as myself, and God far above alil" Ex-
amine yaurselt, O reader, by this test. Let ail the
Churcli do the same, and a better day wili quickly
dawn.-Chrtlian Advocale.

O&R STANDARD OP PERSONAL BOL-
NESS.

arc suronded by sin in tht world, b>' contusion and crror, Tht Word af God teaches that there is fia degee
but this is flot fait God. God made- thiogs good (Gers. ta i hoiest:bc n n u> ltati n h
1a. 13. 18, 21. 23, 31). everyîhant fitîed for ais purposse, o oiest hc n n a otati ne h
everyîhing ta bring happiies ta Ili cîcatures. Nul oui>' renewing and sanctifying influence cl the Holy Spirit.
irere tht>' gond in them"lcîvs, lînt the~ end for whicli tht>' But bow mian>' are there ivbo have no aspirations ta
irere made vrai good ; it il man that lias perverted r.ud hecome what arc called semiraent saints" ; wha flot
lurnetitcevil. Thet tague, ta irhicli James more espectail>'
rtiers, iras made ta tive failli wond of truili antd bicssing ; oni>' sceru ta l'e, but are content with being onty fair
it is mani that l'as made it a lounttain of moger. bitterness, Ilaverage Christians,» and do flot even hopet for mare
wrath and lying; and especialiy should we thin'r of thas ini than this ! Their anty desire or hope as ta have suffi-
conaiectian with tht mark ai salvation. It was God's lave cetfa h and grace ta secare fibera an catraace int
that gave us tht good neirs ai a Saviour I "Gaf sa lai-et thte ia t
warhcd." IlIlercin is love, flot that %ve loves] Gori, but that heaven. fleyond Ibis they do not seek ta advancc ini
Hie loved us "; and sa oit, again and agaîn, Gad's purtposes sanctification. Ask tht question oi anc of these hait-
troin trait>' have been good for man, and flot evrai. And ing professons <is il. sait ta sa>' believers ?), and pro-
G-ad is caichangeabet; no vaiibîtuess, tht saine ytsterd2y hb
to-day andI forevcr. Show liai lus; promises have ail been bal he reply mUtl'e bc I neyer expect ta do more
"lyra anJ amers"l ta lus people, and impresa drepl>' tht than rcach a ver>' humble place in tht kiogdam cf
lesson that "lthus God ii aur God for ever and ecir." Christ. 1 amrnfot worthy of, and have no ambition

On tht Steo,îd Tapie teacli tht great Imihta a2, - change9 for extraordinary saintship." Thus lhe>' sol-nace and
ai liaiat miusi bring s clinge af i le; you cars get your delude theinstîv.es with tht snare ai Il'a volantar>'
scholans ta tell >'ou that if a dtuaken, swearing mati, bce-
contes a Christian, lce mli lemet ailf loiis lat habits : tller humiliiîy" under wbicb tht>' cloke their slothfutness
dweUl upon tht Ir hy "-niat ahane because it ivould lie in- and unl'eliei. Titis is a grkevous Cvii in al Our
commenltit wath bis ncw profession, but because liii litant, churches-the low st:.ndard ai piety irbicli the Chris-
the tountain of fois desires, thouglits. ac:ians, is chauged,
-ie cannaI willingl>' do as he lias donc belote. (t John 3 : 9.) tuan sets for humstif, and irbicli the Cbarcb too offet
A Chtistiao may bce betraycd ino hasty word,, miat wrong counatenanccs. Of one tbiag we ina> be sure, tbat we
nets, but tic>' arc appased ta bois ci nature. anti lie cannol wii flot attain ta an>' higlier degree af holiness than aur
continue in what as wrang. Show that tht lite is tht frat, standard deniands ai as, tut it ia quite certain that vie
that as a trce is known b>' iti fruits, so tht lianat ai irnuin
by tie lite. It mould b l'e li la trati in car.nrctioa vritla wmli fa] rnuch belor ItL Hoir Important then that aur
this lesson thtc Carat Epistle ai John ; at as full ai conirmaîary standar-3 bt a bigha one, sa high Ibat rtothing iess Usan
truit.-, saine ai waîc you mn>' quate ta your sciolars. tht influite power ai the Spirit af God cari e=e lring
Let, liaiever, tht opposite tmath li nsasted an. that there us the vcoy hnsb noHshl ineta
inut bt a change af litant if tht lafe as ta lie acceptable ta - vco>.Tak ' ut i oynieta
Gad. Ht bas promised ta give ireel>' ai Iis Spirit la ail Whbo

Truthosand Teacbings.-Gratiturie-the recognitionofa ask. And God is fot stack la His promises. He la
Grod's merdes shoulti dram our seuls ta love Iin. as true andI faithiol ta is word nom as Ht vas ta

0ur rightlcocsness ilboutai falloir the j'atterri uf tht naght- Abrahamn, ta Moita, ta Etijal', la David, tai Pauil, ta
leausais ot God. Peter, ta John, and ta ail Hua saints in ail ages ai the

lIfa in rests in hecaring the Word, lae is stli.deccived. Cburcb. None ai these had, l'y nature, any special
GotI il Coud, and ont>' goud coae train Ilio. fitness for bzcomiog great saints more than tht hum-
God in Christ, ' tht saine yestrday, ta-day assa fon evti:'. lest baiuiever nom. It vas the s2me Spirit wb7lch is
Unhalameti maya o! wonlciog ton God do aiot hclp lii so free>' affered ta us that enabie tbent ta "press for-

caus. wand toirard tht mark for the pnize af their high
God's service tas a tam, bnt a tam ai liberty'. callinog. "-Cetral Presbyterian.
Main Lessons. -Serice, wih is fai iorn l>, is nat DRI VING W/fl-! O1L.

acceptable ta God Plov. 30 : 12, 13, an connetion seul.
Isa. 2S : 17-20 ; Isa t 1- -'5; Mait. 5 :20. Anotber l'omet>' illustration. I wanted ta drive

Bat service iran tht hecaru, however mente, w-811 l' ac- art iran bat thraugli a plece ai timber. 1 bored a
ceptd Mlt. 10 : 42; Matk 12 41-44; 11ark 14: -6-I8. boit ai tht right size, l'ut tht bar vas ruat>, andI tht

SA L,.,XA lf jVA7 1.N.hale was raugli I made slow progress, anad was l'c-
Si~L-.EAAfVA .lLiVgitiaing ta split the wand. Tiens 1 tha'ghi af the cil

Says Paul ta tht Carinthians . "Examine yoarselves cana. I tiled tht bitr; 1 poared. ail inta the' hoale, andI
whethtr ye l'e in tht faîtb, prove your awn selves. a few blows ai the hammer sent the iran into its place.
AndI irons tht tendenries ai yeux natures, tagetber Tht oUi had 'sot diminished the size cf the bar, oz en.-
willi the influences of tht warld apon us, il is suffi- largcd thae of the hale, 1: had ont>' rellevei tie froc-
ciently evident that tht sariýe word cf couzasel, caimes lion. It bad sorsoaothed bath surfaces. A few draps
not ami ta tus ta-day. We do nced at time-s, more oi ail mare mort effective than man' l'lows ai the
or less frequent, ta examie and prove aour own selves, l'arimer. Haw slow sortie good peaple are ta
whcther aur Christian lives bc genaue andI truc, or tearn this simple lessan. Tht>' take hold ai an
have degeaierated int a meto formai profestion ai re- important enterpruse malta great zeal. Tht>' are in-
ligion. teoisel> earnest, andI even morbid>' canscicatious.

Hoir shali this selt-testing be dont là ic first ton- Everybod>' ouglit ta sce it .just as they do, andI Who-
pulse itîl tany people is simply ta auin attention 1 vet dors nlot as hainmea-ed at vithont mecc>. Sucit
itin, and loak tapon. prtentot aceting, ar.qung o! 1 Il1 batitablo &:al provakes opposition. It excites ail

thenacressomwha aier bisfaiton -'Do le ithe friction ofithe natnraieari Meadwil lnot appre-
themelve somwbatallr ths fahion Do fc1Cinto the truil' presented, wben tht>' arc repthled l'y

that 1 love GatI yul' al my litart ?' H-ave 1 strong Ithe spirit In mhich il is preseated Let tht reformer
falth an his promises ? Arc there jo>' andI pcce tin be CZCaeIUI ta have plezaly ai ail Ltt hlm speak tbe
my saul? Is mny spirit checred b>' bnîgli: topes for truti n love.-Dr. Bab
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