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SappatH FoHooL S EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS
LESSON 11.

Jamesa.

HEARING AND DOING. $a7

&N, 13,
'11884. 3 }
GOLDAN TEXT.—* Be ye doers of the Word, and

not hearers only."—James 1: 22,

TiMER  Soon after last lessun, but sume wuters assign
a later date—about A.D. 61,

\VRITER, —Commentators are divided as to the ideatity
of this James. It was nor the brother of John who was
killed by Herod sume years betose the Councitat Jerusalem,
but there ase uthes two Jamescs menuwned 1n the Lospels
and Acts (1) James, the sun of Alpheus, Mark 3 .18 ;
Matt. t0o : 3; Luke 6: 155 Acts 1 : t3, 14; and (2)
James * the brother of the Lord,” Matt, 13 : 853 Martk 6:

’ al, ¢ . 19.  The Wuestiun a2, are these two idenucal, or
are they distine'  We wannot o oo the aesuon further
than to say that very eminent theologians ate fuund favour.
inp cach view, and that each opision has its prubabilitics
and difficultzes. ! am nchned to take the last opinton, but
as it is of Bu practiaal counsequcne tu vu dessun the subject
need not be further enlarged upun.  We believe hat the
writer, whoever he was, spake as he was moved by the
Holy Ghost. That is sufficicot for us.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 16. ** Do not er,”'—
Rev.  ** Be not de.eived.” Ver. 13 tells us what the error
was—supposing God was the author of temptation, whereas
he doces not tempt, nor can he be tempted.

Ver. 17. So far is siich a thought from bzing true, that
all that is good on carth, ** every good gift and every perlect
gift,"” comes from God. ** Father of lights :” as the crestor,
originator of the heavenly bodies. {Job 38 : 28. Gen. 4:20,
21). Reference to changes 1 the heavenly bodies follows,
naturally, also Fathet of spintual hights, and so thete can
be no datkness in Him ot from Hum. (t Joha 1 :35.)
¢¢ Shadow of turning . " lit. the shadow mark cast by the
heavenly bodies 1n their tumiog or revolution, an eclipse.
There is no change in God, he 1s cternally the same.

Ver. 18.  “Of his own will :** this is one proof of the
goodness of God—comp. Joha 1 : 13. ** Begat " the change
which the Spint of God creates 1n tne hearts of men. 1s like
a new creatton.  ** Word of teuth : " preached gospel, God's
instrument in the conversion of men. ** Furst-frurts: " ua-
der the old dispensation the first-fruits were consecrated to
God. Jamesis wntiog to Jews who would understand the
allusion. He wishes to inculcate holineas, so he teils them
that their position 1s that of the consecrated sheaves, they
are the first-fruits in the great harvest of salvation, aod
should pre-emincently be the Lord's.

Ver. 19.  * Swilt to hear :”* that is the word of truth, its
vast importance demands instant attention. It 1s contrasted
with the next clause, * Slow tospeak :** that is with assump-
tion of authority, be modest, slow to speak vawise things of
God, asin ver. 13. This s further spoken of in ver, 26,
and throughout the next chapter. *‘Slow to wrath:" sce
chap. 3:13, 14; and chap. 4 : 5. Wrath, as a rule, im.
plics sin, although there may be a nghicous twrastk, only
we must be slow even to that.

Ver. 20. A sprczal reason why we should abstain from
wtath. ** Worketh not:** s not scrved by, rather it hin-
ders the work of God’s nghteousness. We are told that it
is good 1o be zealously affected in a good thing. Yes, but
not with anger; the heated, angry advocacy of the truth by
some wen does moic harm than good. Wrath will not
make him that indulges in it righteous, neither others. §

Ver. 2t.  * Filthioess,” or defilement which is washed
away by the word of Chaist. (Johu 15:3.) *Supesfiuity,”
rather, as in REv., ‘“overflowing of wickedoess.” Sin is
not merely ap cvil in the hearts and lives of men, but it is an
abszuading evil. ** Meckness :** the opposite of wrath in
ver. 20, it includes a child-hke, humble, as well as ap uo.
contentivus spitit, Christ-like. (Matt. 11.29.) “Eografted:”
Rev. “lmplanted . theallusionis, pirhaps, to the parable
of the sower, and it is the implanted, or sown ; word which,
received into the soul, is to spring up a plant of righteous.
ness.  *' Able to save "' mighty power of the iscorrupted
seed. (1 Pet. 1:23.)

Ver. 22, Doers 1" Alford says. “‘not only do, but be
doers.” It carries 20 enduring, a sort of official fotce with
it; “lct this be your occupation.” ** Decaiving,” as alas
maoy do 1 Lus very fashion—so did some of old. (Rom.
2:13.)

Ver. 23, 24. The writer now gives aa illustration. A
man beholds his face in a plass, so the hearer beholds his
nataral moral face in God’s Word. **Glass: ™ Rev, *“mir.
tot . ** these 1a ancient times weregenerally made of polished
plates of metzl ; he coatemplates himself, then stray, * tway
forgcts, or, as has been said, if it were possible for . . to
go down the strect and meet himself, he would not recognize
by his memory of the hkeness ; so, after heariog the truth,
and comung 1a some deguce to a haowledge of himsell, the
map turns away to the worid and worldly things, and forgets
all that be has heard of his own sinfolness ; but forgetfolness
is 0o excusa.

Ver. 25.  ** Whaso looketh : * the word means more than
simply looking. it implies a search after something hiddeo,
looking beneath the sutface, - Perfect law of liberty:”
the Gaspel of Christ, it is Gud's law to us, but it 1s {ree-
dom. **Perfect:” =s distinguished from the Jewish Taw,
which wasimperfect. (Sce Matt. §:21-48.) ** Continued: b
does not o away as o preceding verses.  Omit ** therein,”
15 supplied ly the uanilawrs and spoils the cense
*Blessed in his ™ Ri.. " duing,” hat i the correct 1dea,
the folfilling of *he Ward of €~ brings blessedness with it.
A life of obzdience is a life of blessedness.  {Psa. 19:11.)

Ver. 26. Theidea of ver. 19, 20, repeated with emphasis.
“ Seemeth .*° makes an external profession of religton.
“Bridleth:™ a metaphor be uses again (ch. 3: 3-5); a

very fitting word, how many are the sins of the tungue
** Deceiveth 2 by thinking that he is religious, when he s
only a formalist. So all religious forme are vaio, unless
they infleence a man's speech and actions.

Ver. 27. *‘Pure religion : ” that 1s the outward manifes-
tation of it. * Before God:” auch as he approves, that
religion is pure which has in it no admixture of self.deceit or
hypoc:h{.  Is this : " or results in this, *‘Fatherless, wid-
ows . *’ the most needy generally, named as types of all who
should be helped. * Unspotted :* God's people dwell in
a world of polfutlon and are constaatly liable to be soiled
by it ; hence the admoaition. They must keep themselves
frum it by the help of God, (1 Tim. 0:14.)

HINTS TO TEACHRRS.

Prefatory.—A few words to your class about this epistle
may oot be amiss; 1t has been much misunderstood, connd-
ered as setting furih salvation by works, i1nstead of by grace
thrauph faith, and as a conseyaence some as Luther, would

0 so far as to expunge it from the Scriptures. This arises
rom an imperfect understanding of the object ot the writer;
he was writiog to the Jews who had embraced Lhrnistaanty,
100 many of them as it would appear, luvking upun st as a
mere modification of Judaism, and that obedience to fuorms
and ceremonies was all that was oeceded. James would
show these that Chinistianity was @ /i/e, something more than
currect opintons ut exact ubservances, aod that thuse who had
fai*h would manifest it by their works. Taking that as the
key, and rememberiog that James uses the words *‘faith
and wotks" in a different sense to Paul, it is easy to see
that James is not only not opposed to Paut, but 1s lus cora-
plement ; the two writers show us the Chustian chasacter,
tounded and complete.

Topical Analysis, —(1} God not the author of evil, but
the soutce of all good (vs. 16-18) (2) The manifestation
of the religion of the heart (vs. 19-27). On the jfirs topic
we may show what an anchor of the soul this truth is; we
are sutrounded by sin in the world, by confusion and ersor,
but this is not from God.  God rzade things good (Gen. 1 3
10, 13, 18, 21, 23, 31), eversthing fitted for its purpose,
cverything to bring happiness to His creatures. Not only
were they good in themselves, but f4¢ end for which they
were made was goud ; it is man that has perverted and
turned toevil, The tongue, to which James more especially
refers, was made to hive forth words of truth and blessing ;
it is man that has made it a fountain of anger, bitterness,
wrath and lying ; and especially should we think of this in
coanection with the work of salvation. It was God’s love
that gave us the good news of a Saviour; ** God so loved the
world." * Herein is love, not that wa loved God, but that
He loved us”; and so on, again and again, God’s purposes
from cternity have been good for mao, and not evil. And
God is unchangeable ; no variablepess, the same yesterday,
t0-day and forever. Show how His promises have all been
“ yea and amen” to His people, and impress deeply the
lesson that ** this God i3 our God for ever and ever.”

On the Second Topic teach the great truth that a change
of heart must bring 2 change of life; you can get your
scholars to tell you that if a drunken, swearing man, be-
comes a Chiistian, he will leave off his bad habis: then
dwell upon the ** why "’—not alone because it would be in-
consistent with his new profession, but because his heart,
the fountaic of his desires, thoughts, aclioos, is changed,
—he cannot willingly do as he has done before. (1 John 3:9.)
A Chiistian may be betrayed into hasty wotds, intv wroog
acts, but they are opposed to his new nature, and he cannot
coatinue in what is wrong. Show that the fe is the {ruit,
that as a tree is known by its fruits, so the heart 1s known
by the life. It would be well to tead in cornection with
this lesson the first Epistle of John ; it 1s full of confirmatory
trutl.., some of which you may quole to your scholars.
Let, however, the opposite truth be wnsisted on, that there
must be a change of heart if the hfe 1s to be acceptable to
God.

Truths and Teacbings.—Gratitude—the recogaition of
God’s mercies should draw ouz souls to love Hhm.

Our righteocsness should follow the pattern of the nght-
tcousuess of God.

If 2 man rests in hearing the Word, he is self-deceived.

God is good, ard only goud comes from Him.

God in Christ, ** the same yesterday, to-day and {or ever.”

Unhallowed ways of working for God do not help His
cause.

God's service 13 2 law, buat 2 law of fibezty.

Main Lessons,—Service, which is form only, is not
accepuable to God Prov. 30 : 12, 13, in connectron with.
Isa. 28 : 17—20; Isa, 1:11—15; Matt. 5:20.

Bat service from the heart, however weak, will be ac-
cepted Matt. 10 : 42; Mask 12: 41—34 ; Mark 15:16—18.

SELF-EXAMINATIOWN.

Says Paulto the Corinthians . “ Examine yourselves
whether ye be in the faith, prove your own selves.”
And from the tendenries of your natures, togetber
with theinfluences of the world upon us, itis suffi-
ciently evident that the same word of couvsel comes
not amiss to us to-day. We do nced at times, mare
or less frequent, to examineand prove our own selves,
whether our Christian lives be geouine and true, or
have degensrated into 2 mere formal protession of re-
ligion.

How sball this self-testing be done ? T ae fiest im-
pulse with many peopleis simply to wurn attezuon
within, and look upon preseat teeung, inquining of
themselves somewhat after this fashion : Do I feel
that I love God with all my heart? Have I strong
faith 1n his promises 2 Are there joy and peace o
my soul? Is my spirit cheered by bnght hopes for

the future life? And if there does not come back a
quick aod hearty response in the affirmative,
but sluggishness and indifferenco seems to be found,
then doubt and discouragement ensue and fears
of having fallen from grace are entertained. Now
while a careful and intelligent self-examination with
reference to the emotions, desires, and purposes is to
be commended, such as the foregoing are unreliable,
deceptive, bad.

Jesus proposes a better way. Hesays:“ifyelove
me keep my commandments,” It is along this line of
obedience to His commandments, faithful compliance
with the revealed will of Gad, that the surest test is to
be made. Ls=t the eayariug one, then, 1ostead of 10-
terviewing his present feelings, rehiect upon ais life,
asking : “ Does my conduct show that U have noother
gods before Him no god of gain, nor of fashion, nor
of pleasure” Does it show that I reverrnce Hisname
and carefully keep His Sabbath? Does it give evi-
dence that I neither covet or steal? (Every one who
ever buys or sells, or trades, ought constantly to keep
this question before him.) Does it show that I love
my neighbour as myself, and God farabove all? ™ Ex-
amine yourself, O reader, by this test, Let all the
Church do the same, and a better day will quickly
dawn.—Christian Advocate.

OUR STANDARD OF PERSONAL HOLL-
NESS.

The Word of Ged teaches that there is no degree
of holiness to which any one may not attain under the
renewing and sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit.
Bat how many are there who have no aspirations to
become what are called “eminent saints* ; who not
ouly scem to be, but are content with being only fair
“ average Christians,” and do not even %gpe “or more
than this! Their only desire or hope is to have suffi-
cient faith and grace to secure them an entrance into
heaven. Beyond this they do not seek to advance in
sanctification. Ask the question of one of these hait-
ing professors (is it safe to say believers ?), and pro-
bably the reply will be: “ 1 never expect to do more
thap reach a very humble place in the kingdom of
Christ. I am rot worthy of, and kave no ambition
for extraordinary saintship.” Thus they solaize and
delude themselves with the spare of *“a voluntary
humility ” under which they cloke their slothfulness
and unbelief. This is a grievous evil in all our
churches—the low stundard of piety which the Chris-
tian sets for himself, and which tke Church too often
countenances. Of one thing we may be sure, that we
will not attain to any higher degree of holiness than our
standard demands of us, tut it is quite certain that we
will fall much bzlow it. How important then that our
standard be a high one, so high that nothing less than
the infinite power of the Spirit of God can ever bring
us thevictory. Thanks be unto His holy name that
He has promised to give freely of Bis Spirittoall who
ask. And God is not slack in His promises. Heis
as true and faithful to His word now as He was to
Abrabam, to Maoses, to Eljah, to Dawid, to Paul, to
Peter, to John, and to all His saints in all ages of the
Church. None of these had, by nature, any special
fitness for bzcoming great saints more than the hum.
blest believar now. It was the same Spirit which is
so frecly offered to us that enable them to * press for-
ward toward the mark for the prize of their high
calling.—Central Presbylerian.

DRIVING WiTd OIL.

Another bomely illustration. I wanted to drive
an jron bar through a pisce of timber. 1 bored a
hole of the right size, but the bar was rusty, and the
hole was rough I made slow progress, and was be-
ginaing to split the wood. Then I thought of the oil
can. I oiled the bar; I poured oil into the hole, and
a few blows of the hammer sent the iron into its place.
The oil had 1ot diminished the size of the bar, at en-
larged that of the hole. It had only reheved the frc-
tion, It bad smoothed both surfaces. A few drops
of oil were more effective thau many blows of the
hammer. How slow some good people are to
lcarn this simple lesson. They tzke hold of an
tmaonant eoterpuse with great zeal. They are in-
tensely carnest, and evea morbidly conscieatious.
Everybody ought to ses it just as they do, and who-
ever doos not 1s hammered at wnhout mercy. Such
a1.haritable 222l provokes opposition. It exates all
the friction of the natural heart. Men will not appre-
ciate the truth preseated, whez they are repelled by
the spirit in which it is prescated Let the reformer
be careful to have pleaty of oil. L=t him speak the
truth 1n love.—Dr., Hualbd.
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