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PRINCE ALBERT MISSION.

MR, EDITOR,~Permit me to offer a briet criticism
on the published Report of Foreign Mission Commit-
tee on Frince Albert Mission, On my appointment
to Home Misslon work thres years ago, the Foreign
Mission Commitéee requesied me to do them the
favour of taking charge of their interests, 1 most re-
luctantly consented. The appointment was & two-
fold one, mads by the Foreign Mission Committes
also ratified by cub.committee of idanitoba Presby-
tery. In the astructions of both thero was a clause,
‘10 lot can be sold without sanction of themissionary
in charge,” the latter added * in these important mat.
ters much will depend on your discretiorn,” After a
considerable expenditure of effost, familiar only to
those who know the difficulty of getting work com-
pleted in what was then a frontier settlement, 180 lots
were surveyed and placed on the market at prices
agreed to by both committees. One satd “sell,” the
other in great trepldation wrote ¢ Don't sell” After
this trifiing difficulty was surmounted both united in
ont harmonious agresment, “ go on selling.” The
agent of the mission was unfortunately absent for
several months at the very time when it was largely
tc be determined if there is to be a town at all there,
The mission propenty has no superior advantages
contrasted wath the properties on the river front a mile
on either side. To preventthe cenain loss delay would
have entailed, in virtue of the power conferred, the mts-
slonary in charge sold a portion of the 180 lots, hand-
ing over the proceeds to the agent on his return who
also received the benefuts of the commission, That
may or may not have been an wrregular proceeding,
Its practical result was to incresse the value of the
property. Most centainly it conferred no personal ad.
vantage on the missionary in charge, who from first to
last never owned a lot. The prices realized for these
lots were the highest ever pald here with buillding con.
ditlons anached. Another supposed irregulanty was
the sale of the 9ld mission house. That stauach friend
ot Prince Albert, the late Dr. Black, informed me on
leaving for Prince Albert, that half the building had
been fitted up for a manse. On my arnival 1 found 1t
rented, The ex-convener was indeed large hearted
enough to offer me the use of the building, As 1t
would have cost more to put it in repairs than 1t was
worth, and therepairs would have been a contnibution
to the Forelgn Mission it was deemed prudent to de-
cline the offer.” My predecessor had collecied the
rents, I was expected to do the same. The agent
would have nothing to do with the matter. An ex-
orbitant rent was charged, enough to pay for the

ballding in three years. A most impressive sermon
by a religlous corporation, on the text, “ Beware of
covetousness.” Th~ building was dilapidated, the
class of tenaats from the poor accommodation offered
not always the most desirable, disorderly scenes not
unfrequent, the collection of rents was becoming more
itksome and difficult. The casiest and most profitable
way out of the difficulty seemed to be the saleof a
building that had not for years been used for mussion
purposes. The ex-convener was written to, As he
mantled himself in silence, regarded as consent, after
a valuation by two compstent men, the building was
sold, and as a result, the only banking institution tn
the place secured to the mission property, The
whole of the rentals and proceeds of sale without
abatement were placed in the Forelgn Misnion
treasury. The third supposed isregularity was the
proceeding with a secoad survey. 1 am not aware
that i received asy wntten instructions etther as to
the amoust of Lcoperty to be surveyed or mode of sur-
vey. Asthe first 180 lots were zold more rapidly
than the most sanguine anticipated, and the nejgn.
bouting proprietors were enlarging the area of their
survey, and especially as 2n opportunity offered itself
of having the work doae at little more than haif the
usual rates, it was dcemed most for the advantage of
the mission property that it should be placed 1a the
same position as other properues, so that it & favour-
able opportunity occurred for its sale, and it did
occur soon after, advantage might be taken of it
Lopies of the survey were 2zat 10 both committces,
The convener of sub-committes wrote in commenda-
tuon, With the exception of the ten acres claimed by
the Preshyterian congregation of this place, and threo
lots-sold at & higher rate than they would have

brought before ot since, none of the five hundred in
the second survey were sold,  Previous to any survey
the Foreign Misslon bad promised two acres fora
church site and ten acres further back for glebe, The
selectlon of the church site was not made on the river
front, as the ex-convener states it wag—the site offered
by Foreign Mission-~but four blocks back, land not
half so valuablg, with the view ol izducing butlding off
the river front. That gentleman is most zealous 1n
his hunt after ieregularities, why does he not mention
that one?

Then the Presbyterian cause here was at its lowest
ebb. 1 have no doubt most of the psople behiewnnd 1
had come to preside at s funeral. 1n the expressive
phrass of a western youth, * Presbyterianism in this
settlement is below par” An old wezather-beaten,
cold, leaky bullding, which fortubately thz people did
not own, was the place of worship, Even “abound.
ing zeal” could not gather a congregation there. The
caly alternative was build or become extinct. After
a month’s effort 1 succeeded in obaining what 1 re.
garded as a rellable Bullding Committee. A plan was
got, estimates called for and agreed to. \When itcame
to the actual signing of the contract the courage of the
committee vanished, and, most irregular proceeding,
the misstonary in charge had the audacity to sign the
contract and accept the whole responsibility of the
completion and payment even of a* neat brick church.”
That building, however, was neverintended by ts pro.
jector to bo anything more than the lecture hall of a
main building not yet erected, Three years ago the
ex-convener gave the assurance that the Minister of
the Interlor nad given a written pledge that the patent
of the property would be issued © immediately,” the
sub-committee re-iterated “* immediately. lnunder-
taking the responsibility of church erection, the
missionary in charge expected 1t he succeeded in get-
ting the greater part of the cost tn Prince Albert or
from friends, a small amount, $400, might be obtatned
on mortgage of the property. No deed was given,
Three years have elapsed and there are no deeds yet,
The absenon of a legal tile made borrowing imposst-
ble. To obtam tume for action, the misstonary in
charge succeeded in persuading the workmen to ac-
cept 1o part payment $280 worth of lots at regular
rates and condiuonz. The fact was duty reported to
the sub-Commuttes 1n 8 communication which stated,
it any objection was made 10 the temporary loan to bs
paid 50 soon as a title was piven, the misstonary in
charge would get the money elsewhere, Noobjection
was cver offered. By that transacuon the Foreiga
Musston gaioed the active co-opcration of several of
the best workmen 1n the setttement in the erection of
buildings on the property.

The great supposed crowning irregularity was the
sale of the ten acres claimed by the congregation of
Pnnce Afbert. At the time of the survey ot the iots
iand had no commercial value. The mussionary in
charge who unfortunately was compelled almost alone
to represent the Presbytenian interests of the place,
when the offer of the Foreign Mission was accepted,
understood tkat the ten acres could be obtained any-
where outside ot the 180 lots, which extended nearly
a quarter of a mile from the niver front and are the
only really valuable portion of the property. Had he
not understood that, he doubtless would have per-
suaded the people to reject the koreign Mission offer
and accept the more hberal proposal of land owners
ammated stmply by the camnal desire of increasing
the value of their property. As part of a resolute
policy to securz as soon as possible a vigorous self-
sustatntng charge, 2 manse was found to ba a requsite,
Tk low salary paid compared with the high cost of Liv-
1ng, made a dwelling for the minister an essential requi-
site of self-support, The Foreign Mission were selling
theur ots without a patent, and placing the money in
their treasury. It was imagined that they should have
2s much interest in the Presbytenan cengregation of
the place, the only onein the terntory, asto permitit to
follow their good example, Regular action was an
impossibility. Untl the congregauon had the deed
the Presbytery could not sanction a sale, To bnng
matters to a crists, to obtain a dectsion either one way
or another, ninety lots or ten acres, part about a
quarter of 3 muie from the riverand part three quarters
of a mile were sold at rates not obtainable before or
smeca. it was a matter of indifference then to the
congregaticn whether thewr property was one or three
quarters of & mile from the nver—surely that was
“ further back” That happy period hzs now passed
away, Had the Foreign Mission Committee man-

ifested the slightest desire to help on the real practical
wotk of the (;hurch here, Instead of obstructing ttas far
as they could, the whola matter could easily have been
amicably arranged.  Most conciliatory arc their
ways (0 win over the community te Presbyterian
principles. An official deciaration announces the
sale of tho graveyard, claimed by the congregation,
with the dead bodies still interred, That may be a
most regular proceeding. 1f persisted in, the law
courts wiil doubtless have an opportunity of deciding
whether even 2 Foreign Mission Committee can
make merchandise out of the bodies of their fellow-
men. The ex-convener ts pleased in his overfiowing
generosity to say: “ Tho Committee thought it better
to relieve him—the missionary in charge—of duties he
had madeunnccessarily onerous,” What is the sisuple,
unvarnisbed truth? Weary of the mean and con.
tracted spirit of the Foreign Mission Committee, and
thelr lack of business knowledge, the missionary in
charge, before the visit of the ex-convener to Princo
Albert, tendered his resigoation of a position he had
accepted most unwillingly, The work was onerous,
not unnecessanly so, if it was to be doas. It was
done not only without worldly reward, but at & con-
siderable cutlay of timeand money, The ex-convener
is most consistent, He solemnly assured tho Prince
Albert people a pledge had been given to the Govern.
ment that the wholz proceeds would bs spent on
Indian missions. ln singular harmony with that
declaration, he hints in his report, if his magaificent
dreams are only realized, it he has made the discovery
of a ventable rich, nay, unfailing, gold mine, it may
be possible a few nuggets may be given for an insti.
tution for higher education. The brilliant dreams as
to increased value of the “ wisely administered ”
property are simple tllusions—pratrie mirages, Were
1t offered for sale to-day, those most competent to
judge declare 1t would not bring one-half the sum
offered a year ago. The Foreign Mission Committee
can caly be novices in real estate business in the
North-\Vest. \When they have dad a little more ex-
perience 1n the fuctuaiions of the market, they =ill
doubtliess be able to decide when to sell and when not
tosell. 1t wil be well for them if theirs is not the
fate of many a western speculator, who was offered an
ample price for land, and at last accepted a rate far
tnterior, Keference 1s made in the Report to an
* lndian Mtssion,” 1 suppose in Prince Albert, Noth-
ing 9s clearer than that no pure Iandian mission—
that 1s, distinct from the white settlers and English
speaking haif-breeds, who would scarcely desm it a
compliment to be classed as Indians—ever existed.
\hat 1s the voice of the communion rolls for the first
ten years, when the Indian department was most
flourtshing ¢ Sixteea Cree Indians, more than one-
half members of the Episcopal Church, Red River;
fiftezn white members ; ten from Kidonan ; only two
from Ontano ; thirty-four half-breeds, three-fourths
from Lpiscopal Church, Red River, The missionaries
were called **foreign.” Official documents prove
lucadly the nature of the work, Gradually the Indian
and haif-breed elements, with scarcely an exception,
dropped ofl the roll or returned to the Episcopal
Church, leaving as the residuum, a weak Home Mis-
si0n station. No Indian ever resided in Prince Al
bert, cverowned a ot and erected a house. After a
troubled existence of fourteen years, and from its in.
congruous elements 1t could not fai to be troubled, for
two years the ladian Mission presented the wonderful
spectacle of no separate organizition, no communjon
roll, and scarcely a member. its main existence was
1a the printed repart, in many respects se apacryphal
as to lead one cognizant of the whole fact to say, “1If
that is the report the Foreign Misston issues, I'll
have no faith 1o their reports {rom india and China.”
At last 1t emerged with an organization 1n a reserve
seventy miles from Prince Albert, with sixteen aduit
indians bapuzed, and twelve members on its com-
munion roll. Thas reserve was previously occupied
by a sister Church, that resenting the invaston of what
it claimed as its termtory, 15 animated with the firm
resolve to maintain services for the Indians still at-
tached to 1ts communion, Apparently the result has
been as predicted by an othcial of the tindson Bay
Company—a wangular ight between the Presbyte-
rian, kpiscopal and Roman Catholic missionarniss,
When a mitssion allows ttself to be extinguished it 15
no * nefarntous and wicked deed,” as the ex-convener
supposes, to propose, as the missionary i charge did,
and the proposition was endorsed by the sub-com.
mittee of the Manitoba Presbytery, that the procesds




