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IDUR IONTRIBUTORIO-
PRINCE AiDER? MISSION.

MR. EDrroir,-Permit me ta oiter a bni critici sm
on the pubhished Report of Foreign Mission Commit-
tee on Prince Albert Mission. on my appointaient
to Home Mission work ilhree years ago, the Foreign
Mission Committie requesîed me ta do tbem the
faveur ai taklnR charge ci their inieresis. 1 moist te-
luctantly consented. The appointmsent iras a tira-
fld one, mades by the Foteigra Mission Commutte.
ltos ratified by &ab-cammittec af Manitoba Presby.

tery. In the instructions ai bath thero iras a clause,
Ilno lot can bc sold irithout sanction ai the mlssianary
ln charge,0 the latter added l n theso important mat-
ters much wmli cepend an yaur discretion.#' Aler a
considerablo expenditure af effort, familiar only ta
those irba know the dafficulty af getwng work com-
pleted ln irbat was then a <rontier cettlement, z8a lots
mere suxveyed and placeil an them narket at praces
agred ta by bath cammittets. Otne said '" ufel," the
ather ln great trepidation wrate IlDon't selLu After
ibis tnifiag difliculty was surmounteil bath iintîed sri
ont harmonicas agreementI go oni sel ng.11 The
agent of the mission iras unfortuosttJy absent for
several aantha at the vcsy lime whon i was largely
ta bc determlned if there As ta be a toma At ail tianre.
Thec mission property bas no supenior adrvantages
contrasted vith the properses onithe river front a mile
on cither side. To prevenu the certain lots delay would
havepntalled, la vintue af the power conferred, the mis-
sioaary in charge sold a portion ai the a8o lots, bandl.
ing aver the proceedi ta the agent an ba.s retura ibo
ato receiveil the benefits ai ibe commission. Thai
ay or may not bave been an arreguLar proceeding.

Its practical resuli mas ta increase the value af ihe
praperty. Most certainiy it conferred no peronal ad.
vantage on ihe missionary in charge, irbo fromn firs ta
last nover amned a lot. The pnaces reahacu for ihese
lotse mer m highest lever pald here with building con.
tions attacbed. Anouher supposeil irregularuy was

the sale af the id mission bouse. That staunch fibnal
ai Prince Albert, the laie Dr. Black, informeil me on
leavang for Prince Albert, ibat hall ibm building bail
been fitîed up for a mansse. On my arrivai 1 iound iî
renied. The ex-convener iras indeed Lauge bearteal
enough ta offer me the use ai the building. As îî
would have ct mire ta put il in repairs %han it was
marth, and the repairs wouid have beon a contribution
ta the Foreiga Mission il mas deenied prudent ta de-
dline the offer.* My predeceusor bail collected the
rents, I mas expected ta do the saine. The agent
,would have raoihing ta do witb the maîter. An ex-
orbitant reni was chargeil, enough ta pay for the
building in thrce years- A most impressive sermon
by a religious corporation, an ibe text, IlBeware af
covetousneus.n Th,ý building w.-3 didatcd, the
cias cf tenants front ibe paon accommodation offereti
net always the most destrabie, disorderly scolnes flot
unirequent, the collection af renta mas becomîag more
itksozae aad dfficult. The casiest and most profitable
way out af the difficulty seemed ta be the sale ai a
building that had not for years been useil for mission
purposes. The ex-convenez was wnitten ta. As he
mantlmd. himself in silence, regarded as consent, alter
a valuation by tira competent men, ibe building mas
sold, and as a resuli, tie only banking tituton ia
the plac sectired, ta ihe mission property. The
irbole ai ihe rentais and proceeds cf sale without
abatement vole placed in the Farciga Mission
treasury. The third snpposed uvregularlry was the
proceeding wlth a second survey. I ams not aitare
ihai 1 received azy wnuten instructionsemior as ta
the amoinî af ý_operty ta hc surveyeil or mode ai sur-
vey. As the firt i 8o lots more =ol more rapidly
th=n the most sanguine anticdpated, and the n;gii.
baurling proprictors %voee nlarging tbe a=e ai iheir
survmy, and especlaliy as an appanîunrty offcred itsel
of havlng the wodk- dont ai lit more ihan baU tic
usual rates, it wus dcemed mt for the ailvantage ai
the ission property ihati k should be piaced mn the
saine position as ailier properues, ta thi at il a favour-
able opportualty occurred for is sale, and iî dad
occur soon alter, advantage might bc talon ai it.
t-opies of ibe snrMv ert nuri ta bath commnittees
The conveez ai sub-committec irrote in commenca-
ion WVitb ihe exception af the ton acres cialmed by

the Presbyterlati congregation of tbis place, and ibre
lots -sald, at a hlgher rate than they would have

branght before or since, none oi the five hundreil in
the second survey more solal. Previus ta any survey
the Foreign Mission hadl pramiscil tira acres for a
churcb site and ion acres furtiier back for glebe. The
seloction af the church site was not made on the river
front, as the ex-couvener sasies i mas-tbm site offereal
by Foreign Mission..-but tour blocks back, landl net
hall se valuablo, mAth the vicir ai Inducang building eil
the river front. That gentleman lis most zealous ia
bis huni aller trregîalarities, why dots he not mention
"Ia Ott?

Iben thie Preabytorian cause here mas at its lamesi
ebb. I have no doubi most ai the people believa.d I
had camle ta protide ai its limerai. In the expressive
phrase ai a wpi'tera youib, IlPresbytenlanism An ibis
seulement is beloir par." An aid weatber.beaien,
cold, leaky building, which fortunaiely ihe people did
not awa, was the place ai worship. Even Ilabounal.
log zealn~could flot gather acongregation there. The
only alternative mas build or become extinct. Alter
a monthls effort 1 succeedea lan abining wbn: 1 ne.
gardeil as a reliable Building cammîtice A plan was
goiestîmnates caied for analagreedlta. Whben hcame
te the actual slgnlng af ibm cantract the courage ai tbe
commitice vanisheal, and, most irregular procecding,
ibe missionary in charge hait thm audacity ta stgn ibe
contract and accepi ibe whaie responuabiiîy ai the
compimîton andl payaient "ven of a" neat brick church:'
That building, bomever, mas neyer intendeal by lts piro.
jectar te bo aaything more ihan ihe lecture hall ai a
main building not ymî ltrecîed. Three years ago the
ex-covSjer gave the assurance tht the Minîster ci
the Intorlor ada given a irrtten pledgc that the patent
ai the propcrty mouid ho issu md *1îmmedaîly," te
sub.commiîîee re-iterated Il immediatcly. ln under-
taking ihe responsibiliîy ai church erection, ibm
mîssîonary in charge expecîcal il ho succeed cd in get-
ting tbo greater pari of the costi n Prince Albert or
frolls frienals, a smali amnouni, S4o0, mîgbî be abmained
on mortgage af thm praperty. No clema mas given.
Threc years have elapseal and ibere are no deeds yet.
Tbm nbseno ai a legal title made borrowîng impossi-
ble. To abîa lime for action, the missianary an
charge succeedeal in persuading the workmen ta ac-
cept an part paymont $28o morla ai lots ait regulan
rates and conditions. The fact mas duay repanteal ta
ibe sub.Comaattmc in a communication which statocl,
il any abjection was made ta the temporary boan ta be
paid se sean as a tubl mas g aven, thie nnîssionary an
charge woulal geltheb manoyesere. No objection
iras ever offéred. By ihat transaction ibe 1- oreign
Mission gairmed ihe active ca-optration ai several ai
ihm besi worknion in ibe settlement ia ibm ciection ai
buidings on the propcrty.

The great supposedl crownung arreuirty iras tbe
sale ai ibm ten acres claimeal by the coragregation ai
Prince Albert Ai ihe lime ai ihe survey aI the ois
land badl no commercial value. The missionary in
charge irba unfontunately was compelleal amost alane
ta represeni ihe Presbytenan interests ai ibm place,
wi e b offer ai the Foreign Mission iras accepted,
understood itai ibe ten acres caulal be ained ny-
iroe autside ai thm z8o lots, mhicb extendeal neanly
a quarter oi a mile groin ibm river front and are thm
only really valusable portion ai the propenty. Hiad ho
nai understood ihat, hoe doubtiess mould bave per-
suaded the people to rejeci tie k* oreign Mission offen
andl accepi the more liberal proposai ai Land amners
animated samply by the carnai desire ai increasing
thm vaiue ai ibelr property. As part af a resolute
policy to secure as son as possible a vîgonaus self.
suisîamning charge, a manse was fona ta be a requste.
Tlra loir salazy paid compared wath ibm hîgh cost ai liv-
mng, made a dwellxng ior tbe minister an essential roqua-
site ai self-suppor. The Foreign Mission worm selling
ibear Lots without a patent, and piacing ihe money an
ielr itreasury. It iras inagmnedthatihey shonlil have

as much anteresti n ibm Presytenan congrogatian ai
ihm place, the only ane an the terratory, as ta permît i ta
faoiibo ir gaod example. Regular action iras an
AmpoSibillty. Until thm congregaton haitl thm docal
the Presbyiery coulal not sanction a sale. To brmg
matters te a crasis, ta abîa a decision eiuer ane way
or anoiber, ninety lots or ton acres, part about a
quarter oi a mile inea the river anal part three quartera
ai a mile more solal ai rates not obtainabie belore or
smce. i wus a marier ai inclifforence thon ta tie
cangregatian ibeuer iheir piopcriy iras ene or ibree
quarteraà af a mile Ircam rheuver--surety tbat was
"inrther backl" That happy periail bits nom passeil

away. Ha theUi Foreign Mission Committee mani-

ifesteal ihe slightest desire ta help on the reMt pnactIcal
mark ai ibm <.burch bore, anstead ci absinictIng it as far
as ibey could, ibm whole malter coîuld caslly have been
asnicably arranged. Most conclliatory are their
wvays te ian aven the cenlmunity to Prmsbyiertaa
pnlpes. An ealîcial declaratian announces thm
sale ai ihe gnasvmyard, ciaimeal by the congregaion,
wîth tbe deaul bodies stîll interred. That mnay bc a
most reular praceeding. l persisteal an, thm Law
courts miii doubilets have an apportunity ai decldlng
'whehtr even a Foreign Mission Committem tan
maire merchandise oui af thm bodies ai ibelr (eUair-
amn. The ex-convener sis ploased la bis oves ilowing
generosity te say: Il Tho Comaxitice ibought il beller
ta rellove hlms-bm missianary in charge-af duties lic
had made tinnecessanily ontzous.n WbatiIstibmsimple,
unvarnisheal iruthi Weary ai ihe mean andl con.
tracteal spirit ai thm Foreign Mission Commitico, anal
ibeir lack ai business knowledgc, ihe mlsslocary la
charge, belore ibe visut ai thm ex-convener ta Prince
Albert, tendereal bis resigoation ai a position ho bail
accepteal mosi unmillingiy. The mark mas ancrons,
not unnecessaniy so, il i iras ta bc dont. IL was
done not oniy without manldly remard, but ait a con.
siderabie onuayocftime analmoney. The ex-convener
Ais most consistent. Hoe solemaly assnredl the Prince
Albert people a Rledge haci been given taithe Gavera.
ment ihat ibm iolu procecals mould bc speiui an
Indian naissions, la singular harmaony mibthLiat
dociaratian, ho biais in bis repart, if bis magalficeat
circams are only reauizod, ig be bas made ibm dlscoveny
ai a venitabie rich, nay, unfiling, gold mi-ne, IL May
bc possible a loir nuggets may ho given for au insti-
tution for bighor education. The bâillant dresams as
ta increasea valuncai ihe '# isely adaimistered n
property are simple alluion s-parie mirages. Werc
i oflered ior sale îa.day, ihose most competeni ta

judge cleclare il mild flot bning anc-hall ibm sum
offored a year aga. The Fo reign Mission Conimitcee
can câly be novices in reai esiatm business ln ibe
ta onth-West. WVben ibey have hait a fii more ex-
perience ia the iluctuazions af the market, ibey -ill
daubileus be able ta decibea ta sell anal mben flot
ta sel I At iii bo weii for ihem. if ibeirs la nlot ibm
laie ai nxany a western speculator, irbo iras offered an
ample prîce for Land, andl ai lasi accepteal a raie far
iner. Relorence us macde an ihm Report ta an

- indian Mission," 1 suppose in Prince Albert. N all-
ang lis clearer than tbai ne pure Indian mission-
that is, distinct irom Uic white seiors and Engllsh
speaking bali-brecals, irba mould scarcely deem iAt a
compliment ta be classeti as Incltans-ever existed.
Wbhai us ihe voîce ai tbe communion raIls fan the firsi
ion years, irben the Indiau depanimnent mas anosi
alounsbîngt Sixicea Cree Indians, more than o-
Liait metabers aW ibm L~piscapal Churcb, Red River;
itteen white members ; ion tram Ktldanan ; only tira
tramt Ontania; tbiniy-ioxlr hall-breeds, three-fourtbs
tramn kpiscopai Lbunch, Red River. The missionarles
mare called "ltoreîgn.' Officiai documents prove
lucidly the nature ai ihe mark. <.radually ibe Indian
and hali-bremal eloments, wath scarcely an exception,
dropped ail ibm rail or returneal ta the Episcopal
Chnrcb, leaving as ibe residuum, a veak Homo Mis-
sion station. No Indian ever resideal la Prince AI.
beri, ever awned a loi and erected a bouise. Alter a
iroubcal existence af fonîteen years, anal froua is la.
caaigruuus elemealts ut cauid nt ail tt be troubled, ior
tira years tbe 1Indian Mission presenteal tbm monderful
spectacle ai ne separate arganizaltion, ne communion
rail, anal scarcely a member. lis main existence as
in the pnanteal report, in many respects se e.pocrphal,
as ta Joad ac cognazant ai the wbole tact ta say, IlIf
tint is the report ihe 1-oreign Mission issues, l'il
have ne faila in theur reports front India andl China."
At last i enuorgo i mth an ergantzaîtan in a reserve
severity miles tram Prince Albert, math suxteen aduli
Inclins bapiazed, anal imoive members an lis com-s
munion rail. That roserve was provlausly accupical
by a sauter Cbiurch, that rescnting the invasion ai irbai
i claamed. as its iemîiory, us animaied wath the fri
rosolve to maitn services for te ladians still ai-
tacliealia ils communion. Apparenily ibm nesuit bat
been as pteixcted by an oahclal ai ibm Hundson Blay
Company-a iriangular tagbî beimeen ihm Presbyte-
nian, Lpiscopal and Roman Caîaialic massioaazlu
Wlien a mission allaws itsci ta bc extinguniuioed At is
ne Ilnelarious anci wicked dcccl,' as ihe ex-canvener
supposes, ta propose, as ibm m±tssionary an charge dcl,
anal the propostion Pam endorscd by the snl>-com-
muttes af ibe Manitoba P=ebytery, ihat the proceeds
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