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As a very appropriate adjunct to
the january cold speli came to our
field and vicinity numerous smalt

flocks of snow buntings fromn about
the 3 rd of the month to the x4th or
later.The visits of these birds seem,
likely to be a permanent feature of
the ;vinterseason and are iiot likely
to be affectcd by the process of
cleforestation wvhich has for a nuin-
ber of past decades being prosecu-
ted with such vigor in Southern
Ontario.The cold winters and snowv
covered areas are an assurcd per-
manency in historie tiiiie, and the
wvhite plumnaged hosts seern equally
permanent attendants of flic frigid
inonths of flic year as are the
Orioles Tanagers and Bobolinks of
our fervid and luxuriant summer
period. The Bunting flocks are the
the most restlcss of bird assemb-
lages-by daylight (and frequently
in dimu dimniuoonliglit), almost
continually "moving oui" in loo!,e
straggling order ; hardly ever two
together, but regaliug on the dried
seed masses of soine branching
Nveed that the snow carpet has not
sueceeded in enifolding and sub-
nierging, they are seen to avoid
wvoods and thickets by keeping in
sight and hearing of each other
as they progress across the wintry
leas, and nip) off the seed of the
wild millet grass--the chenopodium
-or tait jianicles of golden rod
and St. John's Wort-or wild ver-
bena, etc. Their visits to these
parts usually cease before the
beginning of Marchi and the
recently expired month of Decei-
ber wvas signalized it is said by the
advent of a few pioneer snowv
buntings ere the last lîngering
belattd Robins bad departed!.
A fewv weeks ago a fariner resi-
dent a short distance fron liere
trapped an extraordinarily large

niink that during its life sened to
have possessed an appetite and
ferocityproportioned to its uinusual
size, for in the rendezvous of puto.
rious,its captor states that lie found
the partly eaten bodies O! tWvo FAIR
SIZED cATS, the nîink lîaving secin-
ingly despised the sinall gaine such
as mice and batrarchians that are
known to be flic ordinary food of
the niink tribe. .Most of the
sinall animais tlîat winter in our
forests have sound notions of co--i-
ness in preparing and clioosing
wvinter harbourment. A sinali tree
or leaning sapling wvas lately
struck by a Wood mîan's ax in the
woods near liere-the tree happen-
ed to have a decayed hollow under
the side roomy enougli to hold a
pair of Nut-hatches wvlich flew
out in great trepidation on tlieir
domicile being rudely jarred by
the Ax man's blow the site seenîed
well chosen-the entrance on the
lower side of the bent sapling wvas
well slieltered frein rain slcet and
wvind......A family group o!
chicadees who corne daily to a
store o! flesh food lîung on a tree
wvliere their conîings and goings
cati be observcd give evidence by
t heir sonîewlîat tattered plumage
that they do not pass the wvintry
iiiglits perched on cxposed tree
branches; but in 'NONE 'L'0 ROOMNy'
"en famille"- wvhere their tait
feathers are bent and di!:torted in
thrir crowded dormitory-their
wvill be no remedy for tlîis tempor-
ary disflgurement until either a
partial or entire nîoulting time..
Trhe quadrupeds too such a Mephi-
tis M11ephitica showv love for -a cosy,
diry winter retreat. One o! these
%vas lately unearthed by a local
trapper froin a deep and roomny
burrov that seemed to have had a
ground lîog for a previous occu-
pant. The trapper said he wvas
surpr;sed at the capacionsness of
the excavation in a sheltered piece
of forest and at the large quantity
of dried grass and sof t vegetable
fibre that Mephiltis had stored up,
and wvhich it wvas judged mnust
have been brouglit fromn a consid-
erable distance.


