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Church ri England is exalted at thecir expense. What would Swift have
said of' the Ilighi CILurch of Englancl party of' the present dUy? WVbAt
woul lie have said of thlîp.ent E cumenical Council, and of' the ftssert-
cd clainis of Peter stili to bc - prinius" ainong tii" Aposties, and to be
regarded as the infallible representative of' Christ tipou Earth ? Swvift's
etyle is a xnodol of terse, pure, idk(matic English. In prose lie is nue

oÇ the very grentest liantes in Enigl sl Literature. lie will ahl'ays bc
rend l'y tlic loyers of vigorous wvri ting and plîngent satire, whule poli-
ticiaus may sharpcîî their style on tie whetstone of' lus. Ilis naine
a synonyme for wit, sarcastie humour, unineasurell power of abuse, but
withal vigorous setise, and highly-chargcd toryi9m. Ilis 1 Drapier'a
Letters' is tic xnost popular of li% wvorks. or the work wvhievh made
hia most per8onally popular ainong his countrymen. Thiat lie was a
inan of pleasaut humour, and iiot so iînamniable as blis writiugs mnighit
infer, inay bo jaidgcd f'rom the anecdotes of his famnous clîarity sermoih,
and his addressing ]lis -Dearly-belovedl Roger," the sole audience on
ue occasion present to join inuIlle usîzal eluurclu service. His relations
with Stelitt and Vauessa, wliile tlîey show tliat lie wvas flot destituite of'
a certain pover of attraction and influence over tie affections even of'
amiable %v'oncn, are the niost daniagýing, circumstanee at the salue tinie
tlîat could be adduced il) evidence of tU i uer lucartlessncss 'vhieh
charaeterized his actions. Lt is tuis thuat il writpr on Enghlish Litem. -
turc stitas up the m-erits If Svift :

lal originality aund strengulh lie lias uo !suiperior, and in %vit andu
irony-the latter of %viiichî

-M, was bora to int:oduce,
ltcfined it first, andl shîowed its use-

lue sliines cquually pre-enhinent. Ife %vai deficieiit in puriiy of' taste
siud loffiness of iuna-iuation. The frequecy w4tl Wlîicl lic dlW'l[s 0o
gross anci disgustin- images betrays a callouîsness of' feeling thuaý %vholly
debarred lim from the parer rugion of romance. Ife could

Laug-lu andl shako in Rablais' easy chair;

uhoughi it 'vas stili, as Coler~idge lia.; remarked, thie soul of Rabelai-
diwelling in a dry place.' 0f the 1 serions air' of' Cervantes, w~hieli
Pope bias P.iso bestowed on huis frienul, the traces are less freqiient anxd
distinct. Wecean scarcely couceii e him to have ever rend tue ' Faery

Qez or ' Midstunumcr Niglut's ['reautn.' 'ritc pa'!piblc and f.uuailiar
objecta of lire wvcrc the sources o1h is inspiration ;and in fiethtio'îs
narrative, lie excels, like Rieliarulabzn a-cd Dcfac, bv painting al
groiiping minute particulars, uhat inmpart te his inost ext-cv.aa't Coli-
ceptions an air of suber truth ilid reality Alw.%ays fuill.o uthdought
an~d observation, )is clear and pt-.spieuw. s style neyer tire- in tlîe
perusal. Wheu cxhausied by the ivorks of imaginative wvriters,tor
the orîîatc periods of statesmen and philosophera, the plain, earnest,
and nianly pages of Swift, 1-is strong sense, keen observation, auad
caustie wit, are felt Vo be a legacy of inestimable value. Ho wvas
emphatically a master in English Liucratilre, and as sucb, witlu ait luis

,faul,,, is entitlod to our reverence."


