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comuntications.

C ULTIVNiV'ION OP? ST11.11V131UES.

['Mr0 have lunch j)lCflSIrC in putblisllinlg
the follovilg Comnnication froui «iMr.
Joluî Joinstoii, flic intelligent gardencr
t() lr. ElcsarcEsq., of Ellershouse,
anda hople to recoive a continuation of
contributions to the orin.E.

AM the senson for xnaking freqil planta.
tions of sfrawherries is rapîdly approacla-
ing, a few ;vords conccrning thieir cultiva-
tin nîi gl.t fot bc out of place at this tinie.
First of ail the soil shouhi bo al (]eep richi
inellow loai, lieavily inanuired, and either

(l-or trenchoed to tho depth of twve or
tiarce fect, as strawherries wvill, unlder
favourable circuanstancos, seuil tiacir roots
down as far as dhreo foot tlic first soason.
Strong, weoll rootcdl yotung planats shlla
1)0 sobected, the riiiiners cut awvay, anit
thoen carefuilly lift theni wvith a1 troi'cl,
palan.. in rows; two feot, apart and eighitocn
iuches hotween tlic lants in the rows,
trc.ad the soit Iirnîly rounid ecdi plant as
you proceed. The third wvook ilu Auguist
1 profer for îl:itiiig, as then flic plants
]lave fi] tinie te get tlîorotughly est ablishi-
ed, anuîd have thoeir Crowns (or buds) Wveil
ripoîîod before the sovere weatlaer sets iii.
M! tient thîoy require aftcr plantig is to

l'cep thean clear of wceds, ani cnt away
iny ruinrs whiclî thecy inay put ont tilt
frost sets iu, whcen a good layer of short
inanuire is f0 be put li betwccn the rows
.nnd rounid tlie plants, witlî in nadîtionat
cov'ering of spruce branches over al,. li
flic spring, towards flicoend ofiMardi or
beginniug of April, take oifli tecovcring
gfradually so as tiot te lot thoml gret Check-
ed witb tlic bard frosts nt nightaud stroug
sit (luinic h da. When thte woather
gets fine, rakce itther off, that wvas put

on in the fail and g ive theni a drecsing of
o'ood freshi rotten mlainure, dig it carcfully
iii bctwecn tlic rows witl tlae points of a
diggiug fork. Ail decayed beaves should
bo renioved front theni ; and ali.linht bais
to ho donc filon tilt the colourîng of the
fruit beginis is to licol) theui cîcar of ruai-
tiers andi weeds. Wlicai the fruit beglins
te colour good clean straw or short grass
is to be put iii botweu the rows and
round tho plants to prevent the fruit
gettmng soilcd. Somo -")ple use tules
anad, for the purpose, but I prefer straw,
as tho strong lient of tho suit on tho tules
ripons the one side of file fruit before the
other. The sanie routine should bo fol-
lowcd affer tie fruit is gatlîered as Mihen
thaey wcro first plantcdl. By folloiNing,
ýtho above directions the fruit wvill bc far
superior te second yeair, and the third

they ivili bo ait their best, iîc they
silotld li 1-0 du dwnfd a1 freshi planta-
tioli iiiail, as thîey always decrouer'îto
more or boss afler the flaird ycar. .A
gaod plan is te have throo successions, to

(l ig dlown t1iarc years old plants, and sup-
p1y their. place %vith yotuug olios. Singýlo
rows of lettuice ilnay ho 1daîîîted botween
the strawborrios tlie first year, but nfter
tlaat thîey are botter loft to tlacnscivs.-
I I)refeý' rOwVs to tlao bcd systelin of plant-
iulg. as the. plants clin ho better attenldoa
to anîd at the saille tianoe paxoduce laroeer
.11(1 liner flavourod fruit.

I subjoin a list of the host for general
use -Black Prince, vory early, groat
hearor, goofl flavour ; Sci,'s Sccdiiu,1 a
witl kulown irst class varicty ;A4g ricuil-
turist, al spluendid lnew Auleric:uî varîety
Oscar, a flle, .îrgo good flavolircd variety;
]iritishi Qucon. oue of flic oldest, oxcel-
lent Ilavour ; Grove Enad Sc:îrlot, a goed
varicty for precrving. Z

JOHNs JOIINSTON,
Gardener Io F'. EJlrhucLs q.,

E Ilerslioise Station, liauts Co.

Adrts and 31amifa ctitres.

BLASTIN G Ol-M2NTRO-GLY-
CE,,RINE.

WVe have lu "AItt Cailiforiai," a dozen
coluanns of ample details of the ilnquest in
the hînienftble iiitro-g-lyoeriiue case of
Sanr Fraiicisco.and aclcounlts of the funlerais
of somne of the pîrincipmal pesn killed.
The explosion) took pilace on iGtli April.
A box of Iliniechandi(ise," without, atny
indication of its dangerous contents liad
beon received at Sait Francisco front
Fraînce by way of New York and Panama.
On arrivai it was foînd by tlic Express
Co. to bc leaking. Sottie of the express
oflicers; procoedcd te examine it, ami the
concussion caused by Uic use of a banuner
or other instrumneut, iii opoing, gave rise
to tho explosion w'hichi killcd and destroy.
ccl evorybody ai everything w'ithin
reach, ni, horses, trucks, buildings, &c.

At Aspinwall on 3-d April, al simnilar
exlosion took place on board Uic steamier

iurpean, eansiug flic total destruction of
file ship), anti the loss of flic livos of ber
captain anid flic anajority of lier officors
and crew, as wvell as of several porsons
resident iii Aspinwall, bosides dloin é an
imnîcse amouint of dainage to proîîerty
on shiore.

Ait explosion occurrcd sonte months
prcviously nt New York.

IlNobel, the Gernian cenimist, when tlic
idlea farst flaslacd on lais mmud of the crni-
bination of nitrie acid and glycorine, for
pupoe of explosion, little drcained that
thie infernal compouind was s0 soon to
cause sncli terrible destruction of life and
property at points tliousands of miles fromn
bis laboratory. hIere, iii San Francisco,

w~e ]lave scarcoly rocovercd front flic
eil*.,Ct.s of tl, >e avftil cal:uîîity of MNllîday
hîtst liefore news is flashed over the wvires
of axiother explosion of tlîo sane miixture
atf Aspuîlwall, hy whii fifty-one hives
were lost, ai shilx and whiarf dostroycd,
anid dama"o toteano,l- 101 oue e not of imil-
lion of (dollars.

"Titis îio-1 eriunc is tlie most fear-
fit], and, aceordiu)g to s:îd exp)etionice so
far, tile ilost un inanageabie exp)losive
agent which lias ever heea di,,covere.-

«un t rii cotton wvhat, crnu cottouî was
f0 guulpowder. It is iul)sîsuile ,0 o111
oeon anli ztpproxitiafte itîca of ifs troniond-
ous hpower. If al sinigle box wvas sulflieieut
to shako the ivholo centre of titis City like
an1 cariquako, liowv trenielils niasi have
beon the Crash nt Aspiliwahl ? Ifs force
seeni * b boetr te o tco great for hinnian
control.

"lOjie fact, lîowever, couxuectedl witlh it
is establisilod boyond question-that it
ouglit net f0 ho traxisported, by bauid or
son, on1 any puublic convevance. If flic lu-
g(redieuts c.annot ho sliipped soparately,
and thon mnixed at the peoit wherc it is
to be eaîîployod, ifs tise wvill have to bc
abaauloncd altogether. To place nitro-
glycrie ii ivoodon boxes, on board
steamier, rail car, or stage coacli, Nvith the
fearfut rosil ts of the past fev ivecks before
uis, is to, cominit tlîo most atrociouis crime
of whlîi mian is capable. Upidor suich
cia'cuisfances, tie eaaly course wvhichi eau
ho pursucai is flint snggrestedl by tue Cliam-
ber of Coannerce of' titis City. Congress
is the onlly body tlaat can grapple witlî
tlic subjeot. It lias, nalider flic constitu-
tion, "lthe piowýer to re:rtilate commerce."
It is beyoaîd cînest ion tîxat iiilless the unost
str'îîgeaît penalties are prescribcd, nitro-
glyccriuo wvill conitinue to, ho sippcd to
tits Stato, under oîîe guise or autothr.-
T1hîe )-,!solutionîs of thîo Clianînher, alskiîîg
the iiiincdiate passage of a laiv uaking iL
iiMoay to ship) the compoundf, wvere tele-
gyraph)lec on Tlîursday to Washington, and
ut is to ho liopcd tOiat specdly action wvill ho
telken upoui thiem."

ACAPIAN BOTANY.

PART Il.

MBIS VERSICOLOR, LINNEUS.-C0MM[0N

BILUE A31EitICMN; FLAG (FLEUR DE LIS).
N1ahural Order. IRIDICEj..

A lierbaceous perenuxial plant, witli
tliick root-stock, stout angled stem, aaîd
sword.slîapcd lbaves. Flower siiowy ;
perianthi of tlîrce large enter divisionîs
(sepals), and thrce nîuel smnaller liner
dones (peLaIs) ; staniens tlîree; stigmas
tiiree, petal-like. Floivers ctîiefly bine,
viriegatedjndv-eined wvitia whiite, purple,


