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with the fivst unfolding of its Jeases.
the early-Lluoming sheabs it is the finest
most desirable.  ‘T'wo vther species have been
recently introduced, but neither of them is
equal to this species.

Exochordin grandiflorn, 1 most beautitul
shrub, growing abont six feet bigh, bluoming
in May.  The flowers, which individually are
about an inch in diameter, are white with @
green centre, and are produced in lung, luvse

mnicles. Unfortunately  this elegant shrub
1s very diflieult to propagate, and is theretove
not readily to be had except of our principal
mwserymen. It should be found m every
garden.®

Hydrangea quercitolia. the Oak-leaved
Iydrangea, has strongly-marked handsome
foliage, and produces Large panicles of white
flowers during the month of July. It makes
# handsome specimen plant for a lawn,

Hydrangea dentzizefolia, or 11, paniculata
granditlors, is a species of' vecent introducetion
from Japan, with leaves resembling those of
some species of Deutzias, and during August
bearing immense panicles of pure white
flowers, which afierwards change to pink, and
finally so a purplish-brown color. It i one
of the most valuable additions to our list of
shrubs that has been made for many years.

Syringa persiea, or Persian Lilae, is of 2
more delicate, twiggy growth than the com-
mon lilae, and produces larger heads of
flowers of irregular shape, and is more suitable
for small gardens. There is also a white
cariety that is very desirable, and is of still
dwarfer habit. Both should be in every
garden.

Magnolin purpurea, or Chinese Purple
dagnolia, is an elegant shrub with bright
slossy folinge and large, purple. tulip-shaped
flowers. It is the better for being strawed
up during the winter north of New York city,
until it has attained some age, and the wood
has Lecome hand.

Prunus sinensis, 1l pl., or Donble-flower-
ing Ceinese Phun. resembles the Double-
flowering Almond somewhat, butis of stronger
wrowth. It is a lovely, everblooming shrub
with a profusion of snow-white flowers.

Cydonia  Japonica, or Scarlet-flowered
Japan Quinee, is 1 well-known carly-bloom-
ing shrub, producing a profusion of deep
scarlet flowers. It is indispensable in every
collection.

Spirzea pranifolia, flpl., S. Reevesii, fl. pl,,
and 8. calloxa, should be in every shrubbery.
The thst two have pure white lowers, and
the third, bright pivk flowers in large flat
corymbs.  The first also makes a beautiful
sereen hedge, being of upright growth and
throwigs up its shoots thickly from the bottom,
and beaws elipping well.

Philadelphas inodorous, a species of what
is generally known as the Syringa, or Mock-
orange. This species is off mure delicate
growth than any of the others, and bears its
lavge pure white flowers in threes and fours
along thesomewhatstenderdronping iranches,
giving them the appearance of garlands.

Viburnum plicatumis  speeies of Guelder-
rose, or Snow-hall, introduced some years
ago from Japan ; itis a robust grrowing shrub,
with strongly-marked foliage, and branches
spread somewhat horizontally § these produce
at each bud  globular head of pure white
flowers, which are so thickly set upon the
plant_=2s almost to hide the foliage. ftisa
very beautiful shrub.

Weigela rosea is a well-cstablished favorite,
but not seen as often as it should be, for

such plants have.

—

Or all ' nuthing can exeeed its losely apple blosum- ;

culored flowers intermined with its: Lively
green fuliage,  There is a vasivgated-leaved
variety which has lighter-colored flowers; it
is one of the best variegated-leaved shravs we
lave, retaining its variegation through the
heat of summer, and at the same time being
fiee from that sickly appearance which wany
Another variety has lately
been introduced under the name of W, nived,
which produces pure white flowers; it is veny
beautitul and useful in bouguets. It must
not be contounded with another variety
known as W. alba, the blossoms of which, as
they become old, change to pale rose-color.

Stuartia virginiea and S. pentagynia are
highly ornamental shrubs, but somewhat
scaree in the murseries.  ‘They grow from five
to §ix or more feet high, blooming from July
to September.  “The first has pure white
flowers, with bright purple stmens: the
uther bas cremm-colored flowers. The flowers
are very large, from two and a half' to three
inches i disuneter, and very much resembling
those of the single White Camellia.

The above colleetion of twenty -five decidu-
ous tlowering shrubs comprize the creme de la
creme of the catalogues of our leading
nurserymen, and we jeel assured that such
of our readers as may obtain them will be
well satistied with them——Harpers” Buzaar.

DIRECTIONS TOR THE CULTIV.A-
TION OI' ANNUAL FLOWERS.

Notwithstanding the hardy and permanens
character of perennial plants amd lowering
shrubs, and their pecaliar fitness for gardens
and pleasure-grounds, where little is necded,
which will always make them favorites in
every ornamental plantation, the Hanpy
ANNvaLs otill have a beanty of their own,
and possess gualities and merits which few
other plants can claim.  However so much
we may admive the gorgeons display of the
various bedding-plants, now so popular, yet a
continnous and auinterrupted show ot tlowus
from June o October cannot be obtained
without the aid of the annuals: and i to this
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Japan, aud Now Hollaud bave been opened
to us i pew order of things bas begun. “Lbe
tlorists, tow, with fresh matenal, have worked
with o will; and the Douable Zimua, Double
Portulaca, Double Aster, Double Heddewiai
Piok, and a host of others, are the results of
ther Jaburs devoted to aelass of plants des-
tined by their diverity ot colurs and continu-
vus Lloont to hold & prounuent place i the
alfections of all lovers of beauttul plants.

We theretore makhe no apolugy tor mving
afew brict hints on the cultivation of the
favorite annuals, as well as some of the showy
biennials and perennials, equally important
in the decoration of the flower-border.

ANNUALS,

Amwong florists and cardeners, the term
“annual” is given to those plants which are
sown in the spring, bloom and seed in the
summer, and soon afterwards perish. .\ few
are included among annuals, hke the Marvel
of Pern, &e.. beeause they flower the first
vear: but they are only anbual as regards
treatment. By cultivators they have heen
divided into three elassess viz.. JHardy, Haly-
hardy, and Tender dunuals—a very conveni-
ent elassifieation s and as suele we shall treat
of them here.

HARDY ANNUALS,

These are so called becawse they do not
regnire any artificial heat at any period of
their growtls, and are capable of enduring
any ordinary weather trom April to Novem-
ber: a trosty morning, not unusually in the
former mouth, or even in May, dving them
no injury.af advanced beyvowd the seed-leat.
My of them may be sown in autumn; and

. the young plants will make their appearance
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carly in apring, and flower stronger than
when i is deterred Gl April.

The Swil and s Preparation—"The best
soil for annuals, and, indeed, tor most flower-

- tugg plants, whether biennials or peremnials, is
"o Bght, vich loam, neither 100 sandy nor too
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we add the claim of novelty and variety of

color, we may well claim for the annuals a
place second to no other garden-flowers,
The ease with which they are raised from
sceds—the little expense  compared  with
bedding-plants,—their adaptation to all kinds

teur, the rapidity with they conne inte Yoo
(some ol them in 2 wmonth’s time), and the
infinite number of forms as well as vavieties of’
foliagre,—all combine to vender these hitherto
somewhat neglected plants the greatest trea-
sures of the garden,—* The tlowers for the
willion.”

stiti. Inosuch they grow readily, and attun
to great pertection of bloom, with but hide
vare ;s but it is hardly necessmy tosay that tew
prrsons have just such asoil < noris it possible
often tor the cultivator to have much choice,
He mst take such soil as he has, and make
the mostof” it and, by the application of

. proper manures, or sand or elay, he can bring
St tosueh a condition as to answer all the
Cpurposes of i flower-gavden, Moving large
of soilsy—the little trouble they give the ama-

Who dues not aduire the glowing colors |

aml vich snottling of the faverite Double
Balsam, or the magnificant Double JAster ?
the Larkspurs, with their stately spikes ol blue
or white or crimson blossoms 7 the massive-
uess and splendor of the Double Zinnias ?

the feathery spikes of the crimson Celesia,

which spavklein the sun? the flaunting colors
of the Double Poppies or the Double Dor-
talacas. now resembling  miniature  ruses ?
And where shall we find flowers that surpiss
in their delightful fragrance the Stock Gillies
and Mignonnette ?

Annuals, in fact, are the flowers.  Not long
ago, tuis, perhaps, could not be said; but,
since the treasures of Califorma, of Texas, of

nisses ot 2ol 15 very expensive: amd writers
who ahvise the addinon of rvich Yoam seem
not to be aware ot the ditlicalty of procuring
itbor the expense and labor attending the
sawe, Forothe complete garden of  the
wealthy, this way and should be done: but
the mass of coltivators need not fear of” ob-
tang gond veults without at. Deep and
thosough trenclung in the autumn, it possible,
and the application ot very ol deeayed
manure o leatsmould, will mive the amatear
a welleprepared wad sagable sml If the
sitnation of the gavden is low or damp, finst
ot all it should be well drained @ for. in addi-
tion to the njury from excestve masture,
sueh soils are cobd, and the young plants arve
wjured by early frosts, when they would
eseape damage i one of the opposite charac-
ter . noither should the situation be too dry,
as. in this case, the phonts sould saffer i
sumer, and present 2 meagre in_place of
vigorous bloom.  Where the soil is too light,
a thin layer ot clay, if to b had, spread over
the surtiee in the antwmnn, and dug in, after



