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colossal museumi of American antiquities. Cortes' conquest oft
Mexico dates back nearly four centuries; yet this era is compara-
tively modern. Far back beyond the Spanîshi invasion, into thes
dim distance of prehistorie tiines stretches Mexican civilization, the
monumnents of whose unique, antique grandeur even now are
among the wonders of the world. For exaniple, thiere is the
Teoccalij* of Choluba, its four stories coinciding Nvith the cardinal
points of the coinpass, its base inore than fourteen 'hundred feet
square, its suiltrising to a height of one hundred and sixty-four
feet. Though undoubtedly built as a temple or grand altar, it was
also hike the Pyramid oft Cheops, a sepuichire; and a square sepul-
chral chamber bas been found within, having rio egrress, and sup-
ported by cypres3 wood. In it were idols oft basalt, curlous vases,
and twvo skeletons. At Mitla, in Oaxaca, have been discovered very
unique ruins, palaces withi quaint, arabesque ornaments; a vast
hall, whose ceiling is borne up by six porphyry columns, the like oft
which. are not elsewhiere to, be found in this hemisphere, and which
bear the marks oft the primitive days oit art.

.PoIitically, the country of Mexico wvieIds a peculiar fascination
over the student oft political history. In a double sense this is a
land oft earthquakes and volcanoes. Frequent and violent social
upheavals characterize its annals. From the conqucst, about 15922,,
until no,it lias enjoyed littie respi,,o from these, political eruptions
and revolutions. Aitter exactly three centuries of Spanishi domina--
tion, in 1822, it became for a short tiine an independent state under
an emiperor; iii 1824 it was constituted a Federal Republic, but
afterwvards camne under rnilitary dlictatorship. In 1862, by French
intervention, it becaine subjeet to the sovereigity oft an Austrian
prince, and thon a,gain becaîne a 1Republie. rfhere is no social
stability: quiet is but the interval betwveen eruptions and explo-
sions.

The population is oft a im-ixed hecterogenous character, comiposed
oft everything, but compacted into nothing: and this is one secret
of social disquiet. The whites oft Spanishi descent, called creoles,
constitute at, once an oligarchy and a landcd aristocracy. Thiere.
is a niuchl larger body of mnixed Spanish and Indian bloocl who.
count themselves amonge the whitcs, but are not oft pure

linege. Indians form the bulk oit the population, an their
abject poverty reduces thein to, practical slavcry. Withi this mixed
mnass are furbher ingcled a few negroes. andx everywhere inay bx,


