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THE HEBREW SABBATH.

'lie est iicLlîod of lin(lerstallding any institution i.' to

stu1(ly its Ilistory, andl iii thIeSe dLys or eonitr-oversy regrding
thec tpuc SablMtlî.olbservi'ance it inaL lhelp ils to a clearer ton-
ception of our 1)eI'soJal (lUty to trace the developmient of the
Sabbatlî (low'n i through the bible Iiistory. 'ri) s i.- a taskl, how-
ever, for wvhieh theavae layn4an to-dety is liardly capable.
Withi the chatiged viewvs of Inspiration mid the authority of
the Hoiy Seriptures wicîhave corne to thie mîodern chtrch,
it is no longer stufficient to quote sonie isolated textd of the
Bible for Llhe .'ettlenent of a religions dliSpuIte; ail references
to the dispiutc quec-stioii must bo collected, and cach iînust bc
iit--ipieted in its exact historie setting. In the Old Testa-
ment wve find difIlerent ideas of the Sa.bbath and to introduice
order into the mass of reLerences %vo inuust trace in the liglht of
Israol's listory the groîvth of this venerable institution. Thli
old-fashioned inctliod was to ùegrin at Cenesis and read
throughi to Mallaciti ini the order or the Blooks in the Sacrcd
Canion ; the niew~ inethod is to bergin with the carliesb ini order
of tixue and to study Llhe Sabbath in the ligylit affbrded by the
historie criticisin of recent years.

'tle origin of the Sabbath is wrapt lin obscurity. It xn.ay
hiave e.xisted itiong( the tribes of Israel hefore Moses orgran-
ized tlîern inzo a nation, but it is clearly recognized in the Ten
Coininandmients whichl belong to the time of Moses; and the
foryn vhich the Fourth. Coin inandin enît took in the oiriiial
ciecalogue was likely the very simple one: Reinenîber the
Sabbath day to keep it 11013."

To the l)ropliets of the diglîthi century be'ore Christ wve
rnUst gro for, the earlicst recorded thought of the Israelites on
Sabbath observance; and tlîey clearly ernphiasize the two cie-
ments of hiuxanity andl worship. The Sabbath wvfs a day of
re3t frorn ordinary toit for the sake, of worshipping Jeluovah.
The local shrines througrhout the la broughlt the worship
of Jelîovahi within easy reacli of ail tli%3 people, and the


