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The Inisect Plague.
0f late years Ontario lins suffered, greatly freinî whiat nîaiy lie

called, a plagne of insccts. Many species hanve iiucrcascd so
grcatly as serionisly to t1ircatcîî agricultural iintcrests in ininy
Ways.

The dalînage dlone by thiese inscct foes is alinost hcyolnd
calculation. Forests and orcharcis ]lave been stripped of thieir
leaves and in soule instances killed, outriglit by tic tent cater-
pillar. Nlaiy very valuanble iiîaple forests ini the easterii section
of the province have beci Uis destroyed during the past two or
thire years. Grain alid grass are destroyed ini vast quantities
cvery year by grasslioppers. Potatoes calnuot be grown luuless
protccted by poison froin the potatu bectie. Othier crops also
suffer iii greater or less degrcc trou:, these insect pests, and the
total dailiage donc to agriculture I>y tlîis încaîîs nmuist be very
grent.

The cause of titis state of thiaîgs appears te he the destruc-
tion of thant conîditionî ku-owli as the ''balanîce of jtue' At
alle tinlie, before mlati iuiterfered, thiuigs were so ulicely -. justed.
tliat lio iiiscct foc incrcase(l iiiduiy. Wlîin mani appcared andi
ctalitged the face of nature te nîicet the requircînexlits of ngt.icuil-
hure, luis balance %vas clestroycd, alnd, matil it calt lic restored,
we iîîust suffer the consequenices with ail lte patiece we- eaui
iinuster te our aid.

Iefore lte clearilng of so lunchu landi iii this province, and
before lte population lhad becoinle se great, stici conitinuiolns
piagues o! insects were iunknlowii. Occasionally soine iiscf
focs %vauld appear, and perhiaps endure for a scasox or tîwo iu
considerazbie mixniburs, but liîey always disappeared ini a cont-
paratively short linie, iislead, of stalyiing witi lis as liey have of
late. The reason for ibis is neot difficuit te sec. In those carly
d-lys lte forests tiat coverçd the land werc alive witli birds of
ail sonts. Meni liad not yet rcduced tlicir iiiiiibers by kiliiig,?
and lui the foress nestlg places in abiuîîdaîîce c.,-istedl for thecse
featiierecd watrrlors-, wlio sallied, out iiit thc fields in great iiti-
bels and rut1ilessly a.tt.tckcdl any insccts tlicy u:igit fin d.

NXLo% these coliditions are cliiiiged. The greater part of aur
foue-sits are cut domi; on iînanyiè farnus hiardiy a slîrtil grows
wlhere a bird înny huild lier nest. Robins, wvood-peckcr.-, and,


