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4 4 DISH OF VEGETABLES.

A DISH OF VEGETABLES.
Frou the moss to the palm-tree, the number of
contributions made by the vegetable werld to-
wards the sustenance of ngan, would make a bulky
list of benefactors.  We have not room to adver-
tise them all, still less to talk about them ol 1t
may be well, however, and only grateful in us as
luman beings and recipients of vegetable bounty,
to do a little trumpeting in honour of the great
families of plants, which have contributed with
more especial liberality towards the colonization
of the woild by man.

For eagple, there is, in the first place, the
Pararo fanily, famous for its liberal principles,
and the wide sphere over which its influence is
spread.  The members of this family, with equal
gencrosity, are prompt to place a luxury upon the
rich man's gravy, or a heap of food deside the
poor man's salt.  The Potato family has been for
many 3ears oue of the noblest bencfactors to the
human coleny, and when it was prevented lJately,
by ill-heakh, from the fulfiment of its good inten-
tions, great was the anaiety of men, and many
were the buiieting of health sought for and issued.
Itz constitution still appears to Le a littie shaken,
and we all still hope for the complete recovery of
s0 sincere and influerntial a friend.

The family seat of the Potatoes is well known
o be in America® They are a comparatively new
race in our own country, sinee they did not come
over untii some time after the Congueror. The
genealogists have nearly scttled, afier much dis-
cussion, that all members of this family spread |
over the world, are descended from the Potatogs |
of Chili.  Thelr town seat is in the neighbourliood
of Valpaaiso, upon hills facing the sea. The
Potatoes were carly spread over many portions of
Aumerica, on missions for the benefit of man, who
had vt been long in discovering that they were
friends worth cultivating properly. It is said that
the first Potato who visited Europe, came over
with Sir Francis Drake, in 1573 ; 1t is said, also,
that scine of the family had accompanied Sir John
Jiawlking, ia 13635 it s certain that a body of
Potatoes quitted Virginia, in 1586, and came to
England wid: Siv Walter Raleigh. ML Dunal, who
has written an claborate history of the Potato
family, shows it to he extremely probable that,
before the time of Raleigh, a settlement of Pota-
toes had been formed in Spain. Reaching Bugland
in 1586, the Lenevolent Potato family was wel-
comel Luto Bedgium in 1590, Ia 1610, the first
Potatoes went to Ircland, where they eventually
multiplicd aud grew, (o form one of the most im-,
portant branches of this worthy 1ace.  The Scotch
Lotatues daie theiv origin as a distinet Lrauch,
from 1728, It was at daies not very different
from this, that other branchics of the funily set-
tled in Germany. The Potatoes of Switzetland
first settied in 1730, in the Cauton of Berne, In
1798, the thiiving fuaily extended its Lenesolent
assistance to the Prussiansy but it was not until
1767 that its aid was solicited in Tuscany, In
France, the kindly cfforts of this funily were not
appreciated, until, in the middle of thie last cen-

tury, there arose a man, Pareutier, who bached jfive.

and Sweden to the Tatitudes siaty-three and sixty-

not indeed by calling him Potato, Lut by calling
Potatoes by his name, Pavmentiers. The benevo-
lent exertions made by the Potato fawmily on be-
halt of France, during the famine of 1793, com-
pletely established it in favour with the gratef*}
people.

Potatoes, though so widely spread, are unable
to maintain their heaith under tco warm a climate.
On the Andes, they fix their abode at a height of
ten or thirteen thousand feet 5 in the Swiss Alps,
they are comfortable on the meuntain sides, and
spread in Berne to a height of five thousand feet,
or not very muchless.  Over the novth ef Furepe
the Potato fumily extends its labowrs further on
into the cold than even RBarley, which is famous
as the hardiest of grain.  There are Potutocs set-
tled in Iceland, though that is a place in which
barley declines to live. The Iotato is so nutri-
tious, and can be cultivated with so little gkill and
Iabour, that it tempts some nations to depend
solely on it for sustenarce. The recent blight,
especially*in Iveland, consequently oceasioned the
most disastrous cffects.

The Bartky branch of the Grass family has,
however, a large establishment in Scotland, even
to the extreme north, in the Orkuevs, Shetland,
anll, in fact, even in the Faroe Iands, They
who are in the seecrcts of the Bailexrs, hint that
they would be very glad to settle in the scuthern
distriets of Iccland—say abeut Keikianvik—if it
were not for the annoyance of unseasonalle rains.
In Western Lapland, there may be found heads
of the house of Bariey as far nerth as Cape North,
which is the most northern point cf the centirent
of Europe. It has a seitlement in Russia en the
shores of the White Sca, beyond Avchangel.
Over a great mass of northern Siberia, no Barley
will undertake to live, and as the Lotatoes have
found theiv way into such barren distiicts only
here and there, the country that is too tar north
for Barley, is too far north for agriculivre.  There
the people live 2 romad life, and owe obligation
in the werld of plants, to lichens for their food, or
to such fumilies as offer them the contribution of
roots, hark, ora few scraps of fruit.

It is not much that Barley asks as a condition
of its gifts to any member of the human colony.
It wants a summer heat, averaging about forty-six
degrees, and it does not want to be perpetuaily
moistened.  Ifit is to do anything at all in moist
places, like islands, it -must have three degrees
added to the average allowarcee of summer heat,
with which it would otherwise e content.  As
fur 1our broiling hot weather, no Bwley will
stand it. Other grasses may tolerate the tropics
if they please ; Bazley refuses to be haked while
wis growing.,  The Baleys are known to be set-
tled s an old native fawity in Tartary and Sicily,
o places very far zpat. Their pedigree, how-
ever, and indeed the pedigrees of all the branches
of the great Grass family, must remain a subject
wrapt in uncertainty, bwied in darkazess, and lost
ina great fog of conjecture.

We find Oars spread over Scotland to the
extreme north point, and scttled in Norws

Joth Oats and Rye estend in Russia

the intreduction of Potatues inte Franee with re- ) to about the sume latitude of sixty-three de-
conmmendations so emphatie, that it was designed (grees.  The benevolent exertion of Qats is put
to imj.ute o him the uteiest of 1.ear relationsbip, forth  on behalf not only of men, but also
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