June 1]

THE

BT HETAT RS E T Tl s IR0 A Y

Bk B B A

e T i o S

CANADIAN EVANGELIST

T AR P e~ TR O 2 Y T

3

1 e -

An “ Evangelist's” Educational
Theory.

Referring 10 a recent anticle in vhe
Catholic Record in which we vindicated
the inherent right of Catholics to give
their children a religious education, the
CanapiaN Evancktist of Hamiltonad-
mits that the public schools of Qutario
are not ** non.sectarian,” and adds that
“under present circumstances in On.
tatio public schools (non-sectarianism)
is altogether impossible,” One would
imagine that after such an admission
it would be acknowledged that Catho-
lics are right in establishing schools to
be conducted in accordance with their
own religious convictions, mstead of
being obliged to accept the ever.chang-
ing beliefs of mixed schootl-boards, but
the Evancerist draws a ditierent con.
clusion. It maintaine, ot rather as.
serts without any valid reason, or any
reason at all, that ** All religious exer.
cisesshould be abolished , . . the
teaching of religion should have no
place in the public schools, ‘The
church, the Sunday school, and more
then all, the home, 18 the place for that,
Hete is where our Roman Cathalic fel.
low-ciizens, and many Protestants, too,
make a great mustake.”

We do not doubt that our evangeli.
cal friend honestly states his sentiments,
but we call his attention (o the fact that
when he praclaims that religion ought
to be excluded from the schosl room,
the evangel he teaches 13 quite a differ-
ent one from thut of the New 'Testa-
ment, wherein we are told to “seek
JSirst the kingdom of God and hit just.
ice;” and wherein also the apostle of
Christ commands the constant teaching

The Confession of Falith.

The chief topic of the day's discus-
sion then came Lefore the Presbytery.
It was " an overture on the confession
of faith,” conducted by Rev. D, J.
Macdonnell, and was as {ollows ;—
“Whereas 1t is very desirable that the
confession of faith should be the actual
expression of the living faith of the
church; whereas it ,{s important that
the confession when used as a test of
admission to office in tne church
should deal only with matters thay are
vital, and should not include matters
on which the opinion of Christian men
ate and may rightfully be divided;
whereas the Westminster Confession of
Faith includes many statements on
matters that are non-essential ; whereas
it is much to be desited that there
should be one creed for office-bearers
and for private members of the church;
whereas there is at present no docu.
ment subordinate to the Scriplures
which can be appealed to, as contain.
ing an authoritative statement of the
faith of private members of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada; whereas
there 15 a growing desire in many
branches of the Church of Christ for
greater unity, which can hardly be
hoped for unless by a simplification of
the distinctive creeds of the several
churches; whereas the Presbyterian
Church 1n Canada has indicated its
desire to come into closer relations
with some other brarches of the
church’; whereas the inviting of min.
isters of other churches to occupy pul-
pits in the Presbyterian Church with-
out any restriction being placed upon
their teachings has become so coinmon

Unless the human mind had actually
stood still in iis interpret dion of the
Bible, it was impossible that the con-
fession made in the sixteenth should
be identical with thai entertained in
the nineteenth  century, At the
present time there was in the Presby.
tetian Church no document except the
Shorter Catechism which could be
faitly said to be an expression of the
faith of the average member. ‘The
ministers and elders, in subscribing to
the confession, did so with reservations,
and everybody understood that they
did. ‘There was no document which
could be produced as a standard of
appeal of what the faith of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada was. The
speaker held that the declaration
should be the same for ministers,
elders and members. It it was not so,
it would simply result in a chasm
which, indeed, pantly existed in the
church now, and which would widen,
In speaking of the expression, * non.
essential,” in the thitd clause, he said
that what he meant by being essential
was that it must be essential to Chns.
tianity, not to P'resbyterianism, The
more he thought of it the more he saw
that it was not only inexpedient but
unjust, to exclude a man who was a
good member of the church, Godly,
capable and fit—to exclude such a man
from office in the church because he
would not assent to articles which were
not vital to Christianity, He did not
mean that he must hold what 15 vital
to Presbyterianism, to Calvinism, but
what was vital to Christianity, If a
man in his spiritual lfe held fast to
Jesus Christ he had hold of the vital
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the ministry. ‘l'o bting in all people
into the Presbyterian Church simply
because they professed Christianity
would be to produce' anarchy. It
would be to break down the bulwarks,
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