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Ghe Canadiap Evangelist
Is devoled to the fazchetance of the Gospel of
Chrlst, and pleads {or the vnion of all be.
Uevers in Lhe Loid Jesus In harmony with His
own prayer recorded da  the seventeenth
chapter of John, aad on tbe basls set forth by
the Apostle Pau! In the following terms; 1
therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, bescech
you to walk worthliy of the alling wherewith
e were called, with all lowliness and meck-
aess, with Joog suffering, forbearing one
asother in love ; giring diligence to keep the
unliy of “the Splrit in the bond of pesce,
There ls one body and one Spitlt, even as aho
» ‘were allcd ia one hope of your calling
‘oae Locd, one falth, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who I3 over all, and
through all, aad In a)l,"=Eph, Iv. 1.6,

Thls papet, while not claimiog to e what
hnylcd »h "or(u ¥ may be taken ab faltly
fnprmnmg lb. people known as Disclples of
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Bible Reading.

AN ADDRASC DELIVERED RY P)lINCIPM-
y ORaNT.

The following addrm was delivered
by Principal Grant, of Queen's College,
at the Ontaiio C. E. gathering in King+
ston, and_should be widely circulated
farthe benefit of Bible readers :

“The title implies that there fs@ great
deal of Bible study in our day, and yet
thete is also & general, complaint that
the Bible is not read as it used o bein
former days. Both ideas are correct.
One has only to glance st the book re;
views in any number of & quane’rlylme
‘the “ Critical \Rmew of Theologicsl
and Philosophical Literature,” or of a
monthly like #* The Biblical World,” cr
of any of the numerous weeklies of
particular churches, or that deal with
religious questions generally, espec:al!y
with Sunday-schools, to see what 2
ronstant stream of volumes aboul the
Bible is issuing from the press, There
must be a brisk demand, where there
is such a supply. On the other hand,
one has only to examine a class in &
Sunday-school, or even In a college, or
1o note how seldom the Bible is read
by people, as if they were eager to read
It or enjoyed Its study, to be convinced

that the popular ignorance is great,
WIDESPREAD AND APPALLING.

Illustrations were given of this
general ignorance of and indifference
to .the Bible. What, then, is .the ex.

tion? It is to be found in the fact
that the modern movement of thought
and new methods of study which are
throwing light on alt ancient literature,
are giving new points of view from which
to study the Jiterature of “ the people of
revelation * both in itself and in its-re-
lations to all that man has produced,

“The modetn method of study is his.
torical, rather than dogmatic; literary
rather than statistical ; compatative
rather than -isolated ; critical sather
'than credulous ; systematic rather than
desultory and sporadic; and, abavc
all, it is genetic. That is, it traces
everything to- sources, and looks for
the exp'anation of anything living to
previous life and environmenmt. To
study in this way requires time, patience
and thoroughness; and all over the
Chsistian wotld scholars ate giving un-
grudgingly what 13- required, and ever-
widening circles of siudents are grow-

‘1t thess,

worlds.  But ncither the modemn
methods nor the results have been
popularized as yel, Besides, the old
assiducus swedy of one book by average
readers cannot be looked for, when
books are multiplied and newspapers
tell us what the whole world is doing
from hour t» hour. Real students,
too, must always be few 1n number,
Consequently, there is, in the mean:
while, a

OREAT DEAL OF POPULAR IONORANCE

with a good deal of confunon of mind
with regard to the value of the new
light that is belr g cast upon the Bible.
Seeing, then, that there is much ac-
tivity in Bible study, with a great dea)
of poputar {gnorance, and that the ex-
planation is to be found in new points
of view, and the difficulty of getting
what  practical  sugges-
tinns can be given to those who are
desirous of knowing the Bible betters
and of sgplying ils teachings to daily
life?” We all feel that this is a scien-
tific sge, and that we know 'a thing
only when we know it scientifically,
but the Bible is a book for life, and
life is the -alkimportant thing. "Before
giving afew suggesilons, it will clear
our minds if I enumerate the various
ways in which, as a matter of fact, the
Bible.{s used;and point out the beat.

First, there is what may be called
the irrational -or superstitious way,
Thisi regardsit ‘as, a (codecthsn Bf
oraclen with. little, or no relation to
cach ‘other. ‘The bok is opened at
haphazard, perhaps with a pin, and
whete the pin points that is the text
for ur, Or a chapter or & verse is read
as a sort of charm without any
reference 1o connection with the ¢an.
text. Or the book it regarded as a
treasure house of proof texts, from
which we are to prove the system that
we have been brought up to believe,
and which it is our duty to defend
against all comers.  Now, 10 oxcellent
is the Bible, that people get good even
from this way of using it. Some word
comes home (o the heart and abides
there. A single thought or text may
luriinate the whole pathway of life,
But, evidently this methed cannot be
considered satisfactory.

Then there is what we may call the
devotional use of the Bible, This re.
gards it as entirely for our spiriteal up-
building, and it is stud ed wholly from
that point of view  Parts of it that do
not really lend themscives to edifica
tion are spiritualized. or later mranings
are réadi into o'der books and principles
of interpretation arc adopted that
would make the Koran or the Talniud
teach Chrinianity, Much ridicule has
been cast on this mcthod, but let it
nut be forgotten that the deepest truths
of the Bible, and those that bear most
on our lives, can be understvod only
by hearts that are right with God,  We
must bring this key 10 those tiuhs
with us, and the man who has that key
is nore likely to get at the secret of
the book than the best sch dar who
has it not. ‘Theri there is

TIE 1ITKRARY USE OF THE BINLE
This regards it as the .literature of
Istael, and sceks to understand it by

the use of those historical and critical
canony that have been applied within

ing up both in the old and the new

the last century or two to all literature

with sptendid sesults.  This is known
as the higher, in distinction from the
lower or textual criticism of any litera.
ture, and it would be j.st as wise to
kick against its undoubted conclusions
as agalnst those of higher mathematics,
The true way to study the Bible s
to combine the last two, the devoational
and the litermy, Good specimens of
it are 1o be found. in several volimes
of the ‘' Expositor’s Hible,” such as
those on Uenesis and Corinthians, by
Marcus Dods; on the Psalms, by
Alexander MclLaren; on  Mark, by
Dean Chadwick ; and on Isaiah, by
George Adam Smih, What sugges.
tion can be offcred to those who are
desirous of profiting by the present
activity inBible study? First, do not
be afraid of scholarship or investiga.
tion, even though' it is called criticism,
Criticism is just another word for
judgment or common sense. Remem.
ber that the Reformers of the sixteenth
certury, Erasmus, Reuchlin, Luther
Melancthon, Calvin, Colet and others,
were the higher critics of their day.
They gave us the Greek New Testa.
nient and studied ‘the Old Testameunt
in Hebrew under the light of the best
scbolanhip of their times, much to
the disgust of peop!e who thought they
were disparaging thcreby the good old
Latin vulgate. We must be

THR CHILDREN OKyTHE REFORMERS.
 No nﬂnun-nt 4£;g'c ;ve:,hu -been
of can be madc by the church that is
not based on & more thotough study
and a better appreciation of the Bible,
The Salvation Army cannot, in my
opinion, be a permanent force because
it ignores this. It appeals to the
emoti.nal. It has done and is doing
good work which we should cordiaity
recognize, but whatever is valuable
about its methods the chutch can
adopt, while the Army itself must, like
John the Baptist, be content to de.
ctease and rejoice so long as the wotk
is being done,

Some people are grestly alarmed be<
cause they are told- that there are
critica who are unbelievers, explaining
everything by natural causes  But for
every unbelieving critic, there are ten
thousand unbelicvers who are /ot
critics, ‘In Paul's day there were men
who wrcsted his Episiles to their own
destruction, but Peter did not there.
fore forbid Christians studying them.
I'herc was all the more need for study,
So, the cure for evils connected with
ctiticism is more -criticism. lJo not
be afraid of rcason, which is the candle
of the Lotd ir 1the soul. Remember
that there are believing critics, and
that the Church must take its stand
with these or perish morally in the
presence of a scientifically educated
warld. Do not be afraid of truth, It
will vindicate itsell and come out in
fuller L2auty the more searching our
investigation.

sided view of the Hible to consider it
a book. That view of it arosc from
what Bishop Westcott calls * 3 happy
solecism,” but what was really ignor-
ance of Greek on the pact of monks in
the thirteenth century, They made
the Greek plural a Latin singular, in
defiance of grammar, and every time
that we speak of the Bible as a book

Secondly, remember that it is 2 one.

Peesiously it was always considered as
a literature, or what Jerome called 'a
divine*library,” or as “the books.”
We have gained something by thinking
of it as a book, but we have lost more.
We now know that each book and
¢ach collection must

bR STUDIKD BY ITSELF

and in connection with the literary and
hi-torical circumstances in which it
originated. ‘T'o study one book or di.
vision in that way istoadd permanently
o our capital. Illustrations of how
much we gain from undesstanding the
new points of vicw were given, from
the Law, the Prophets and the Weitings,
the three divisions of the Hebrew
sceiptures.  In particular, he referred
to an anicle on the Hexateuch by so
conservative and trustworthy a critic
as the Right Rev. Stewart Perowne,
Bishop of Worcester, to be found inthe
“Companion 1o the Bible,” published
with the new Cambridge Bible; also
to single books in other divisions of
the Old and New Testaments.

‘Thirdly, leaen to distinguish between
the divine and the human clements in
the Bible. There are both in it, just
as they are in man, and they are o0
closely united that it is difficu't to
draw the line. But there i3 such a
line, Learn to distinguish a principle
or an ideg from the form in which it
was cxpressed at some particular time,
Know, tbat the letter killeth-whils the
spizit giveth life.

1n conclusion, Principsl Grany urged
his hearers to study the Bible® daily,
and to give the best hour of the day to
it; also to commit long passages,
especially from the gospels-and the
Psalms, to memory, that they might
medita e upon them when otherwise
en,aged ; assuring them that the more
they might know of the sacred books
of other religions, the more highly
they wounld esteem the Bible,

Yourself.

If you are a true teacher, your earnest
desire Is to see your pupils grow strong
and wise, and loving and good. They
will imitate you, What are you, yout-
self ?

That little boy Jack, from Puverty
Lane, with the pinched face and eager
¢yes=—=what is he to you?

You have heard the old story of th.e
poet, how he said, ** I get my inspira.
tion in wny garden;” and when the
would.be poet avked to see this garden,
the wise man led him to a narrow back
yard In a crowded city, where a few
struggling plants bluomed palely, how
the would:be poet looked in ill dis.
guised contempt at “the garden”;
and how the poct, looking reverently
upward at God's blue heaven, said:
* You see my garden is not very wide
no: very long, but, ah! it is wonder
fully high.”

So little Jack should be your inspira-
tion. He is only a dot, but he is
wonderfully capable of becoming noble
and high through yourself.

Fitst of all, how is your heart toward
Jack? 1 know teachers who pride
themselves on * just hating children.”
I know ‘'successful teachers” wau
neither feel love for Jack nor wish for
his love in return.  They say: T will

we are just repeating their mistake.
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not be a hypocrite. I will teach him

wel, and discipline him severely, and
thus fulfil my duty. 1 hate maudlin
sentimentality.”

If you feel this way, if your heart
docs not go out to Jack in love and
divine pity, become anything that 15
honest, but do not be a teacher,

Your heart being tight, study your-
el for Jack’s sake, . . .. Be suong
and cheery, ang full of human interest
to him, so that he will a0t be afraid to
laugh, and cry, pethaps, before you.
Do not talk af him, but to hin,, Go
to his home, and invite him to yours,
You wi.h him to be neat, Diess 2
well as you can, and choose pretty
colors, for children love them. Arrange
your hair becomtngly. .

You want Jack to be g :od Ate you
trying to be? You want Jack to be
loving. How do you teeat your
parents and jour brothers and sisters?
Are you anxious to do them kindnesses,
and du you speak tender words at
home ?

Jack is lucking at you yourself, read.
ing you, weighing you.  He sees your
deficiencies, but he sees also your
viilues ; for the sake of those, he will
make up his mind to be noble, and
when he has once made up his mind
to be so, you have accomplished ax
much as the ncblest post or artist or
genius, for you have inspired a soul.—
Lucy Haves-MAcQuxen, in the_four-
wal of Edwcation,
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Improvement and Amusement.

Hun, William E. Gladstone says, in
regard to the problem of pleasure ver.
sus wotk ;: ' You want amusement, but
that does not exclude improvement.
Do you suppose when you see men
engaged in study that they dislike it?
No. There is labor, no doubt, but it
Is 30 associated with interest,all along
that it is forgotten in the delight which
it carries 1n the performance, and no
people know that better than the work.
ing class. . ... But what is to be
desired is that some effort should be
made by men of all classes, and per.
haps by none more than by the labor-
ing class, to lift ourselves above the
level of what is purely frivolous, and
to endeavor to find our amusement in
making ourselves acquainted with
things of real interest and beauty,”

They Soon Grow Old.
‘l‘heyldsoon grow old who grope for

(+] .
lnamam where all ts bought and sold:
Who live for self, and on some shelf
In dsrkened vaults hoard up their pelf,
Cankered and crusted o'er with mould ;
For them their youth itse!f is old.

— YoutX's Companion.

What will it cost me to<be a Chris.
tian? Very little in comparison with
what it cost my Saviour to offer me
the privilege of being a Christian,
—Central Bapiist,

I pray you, with all earnestuess, to
prove and know within yout hearts thay
all things loving and righteous are
possible for those who believe in their
possibility, and who determine that, for
their part, they will make every day’s

work contribute to them,— Awzkin,
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