
court is persuaded ; the patriotic fire is
rekindled in tic hearts of ail. joan is
tieu given Uic comnand of 6ooo men.
Slie girds on the miraculous sword brotight
by lier order fromi St. Cath cri ne-de- Fier-

*s. And then witlî lier suowy banner
v.ing over lier hiead, she marches witlî-

out f urther delay to Orleans.
'l'lie besiege(rs of the the cit>' are a miere

handful compared to the forces of the
besieged. But such is the terror they
inspire iii Uie Orleannais that flot a sally
is attenipted. 'l'lie armiy is comî>letely
denioralized. But the appearance of joan
of Arc gives another turn to the %var. Rer
first care is to rc-establisli discipline, to
correct the mnorais of the soidiers. and to
free the armiy fron) the crowd of plunderers
who foilowv at its lîeels ; and suchi is
lier prestige over the soldiery that they

.comlpiy without iurnmur %vith ail that she
commands.

Before attemipting aiiy attack, joan
wvrites to the I)uke of Bedford, suînmnon-
ing inii in the naine of bier Lord, King if
Heaven, to deliver inito bier bands the keys
of ail tie French cities whicli the Englishi
iroops occupyý, or else sbie wvill drive thern
out perforce. The Englislî anîazed at this
assurance and new~ apparel of ivar, let the
convoy approach unnîolested before
Orleans, where the Pucelle enters without
striking a blowv. The presence of Joan
of Arc in tie besieged city, ber wvords,
her very looks and deportrnent, breathe
into everv soul a new vigor; the soldiers
.are ready to foilow lier wherever she
wills. Nuniierous sailies prove succesçful,
.and one by one the surrounding forts F-11
int their hands. The strongest yet
rernains. T7he French generals hesitate
but Joan, bas received tue conmmand of
.her CIVoices"; she orders the attack. The
English, though inferior in number, fight
-vigorously, and repuls the first onset of
.the Orleannais. joan is wounded. At the
sight of ber hiood, the womnan weeps, but

.seeing the Frensch retreating towards the
city, she resumes her manly character ;
.Stop! stop!'>" she cornmnands, Ileat and

-drink ! as soen as iny banner shail touch
the wig, "q~ wiil enter the fort." It is
dome as sbe said, and the riet day the
.enemies raise the siege and fly- towards

Thie faine of Joan of Arc i, îîow scat-
tered far and wide. '1'le two camps are
filled witbi the relation of lier deeds.
Wlîule tie one sings lier praises tlie other
slîudders at the mere mîention of her
nine, and flings rit lier the worst Cpitliets
ever inveuted by liateful and revengeful
lîearts. But ini tlîe mîidst (if lier triuniphs,
wlîere %vas tlie Pucelle ? NVas she priding
herseif on lier victories ? Folloîv lier
tlirougbi Orleanîs, follov lier to the Clîurcli,
%vlîere, kneeling I)efore lier Lord, sue
hiurets into a îassionate flood of tears !
She weeps over tie loss of lier pea.ceful
life : she weeps over the blood that ivas
shîed, tlîough slie lierself shed none ; she
weeps over the foui taunts whîcli the
eneîny.tlîrows in bet face; suie weeps over
aIl she lias yet to do, but îîot for a moment
does slîe harbor the tliouglit of leaviîîg
lier mission liaif-coniiplercd. Suie lias
ýegun tie sacrifice, and she wvill accom-
plish it even at tie cost ol her 111e.

Joan is restless under inaction. At
last she persuades Charles to proceed
directly to Rheims. AIl tue cities that lie
ini lier way either open their gates or are
taken at the flrst onset. T'le arnîy there-
by increases more and more every day.
WVith what satisfaction and ligbtness of
lîeart does not the Pucelle hall Rheinms
as one bright nîorning tue city riscs
before ber. There is to, be compietcd hier
mission. Slie anticipates in tliougbt the
joyful hour when resurning ber peasant's
dress, she will be on the road to, Doni-
'rmy. Buit wbat cruel deception awaits

her
The joyous chinies spread tliroughot

the land the weicorne Liews, "lFrance bas
a king 1 Charles VII is the king 1" Nuni-
erous cities swear allegiance tci hlm.

Joan of Arc bas f ulfilled her twofold
mission : the deliverance of Orleans and
the coronation of the king at Rheims. To
ail who have carefully studied the facts
there is no possible doubt about the more
than riatural character of ber mission.
How could, she, a poor peasant-giri, natur-
ally timid, have undertaken such an enter-
prise ùi ber own movement ? How could,
she have deceived the learned doctors of
Poitiers ? Whence cornes the wonderful
influencer she exercises -over ail. those
wbo auproached ber ? How could; ber
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