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D-R. MOFTAT AND BIIS MOTHER.

Rev. Dr. Moffint, Who labored as et
*îissionary in South Africa for more than
haif a century, tells >he following story of
his homle Ieavig wlien a boy.

'II was scarcely sixteen, whien after
workz in at nursery gairdon near my
parents for about a twelvemýoiith, 1 wim
engagl(ed to fill a responsible position iii
Cheshiire. The day arrived whien I had
to bici farewell to mny father, miother,
brotiiers, aund sisters. My mother pro-
posefl to accoinpany mne to the boat which
w'as to convey mie across the Firthi of
Forth. My heart; thougli glad at the
-prospect of remioving to a better situation
could not hielp feeling somne emiotion
niatural to one of my age. Whien we
,camewîvthiiii sighit of the spot whvlere wve
were to part, perhaps iiever again to
nicet in this world, shie said--

"lNow iny ]Robert let nie stand hiere for
at few mninutes for 1 wish to ask one favor
of you before we part, and 1 know you
-%Yil1 not refuse te (Io wvhat your mother
askS.'

'What is it miother,> I inquired.
,PEo you promnise mie first that yen will

do what I arn now goiug to ask, and I
shall tell you.'

'L?'o 1ohr I cannot tili you tell me
what your wishi is.'

'O Robert, can you think for a momient;
'that I shahl ask you, miy soni, rto do any-
thing that is not righit? Do not, I love
-You?

'Yes mother, I know you do, but I do
not like to niake promises whicli I may
not, be able to f ulfil.'

'I kept iny eyes fixed on the ground.
I was .silent tryinig to resist the rising
emnotion. She sighied deoply. I lifted
my eyes and sawv the big tears rolling
doivn the cheeks whichi were wvont to press
inie. I was conquered, and as soon aslI

could recover speech, I said'-
'O mother, ask whiat you will and I

shail do it.'
'I only ask you whether you ilh read

a chapter in the Bible every morning and
another evcry evening V

1 interrupted lier by sayixîg:
'Mother you iqiow I read miy Bible.'
'I know you do, but yen do not read it

regularly as a duty you oive to God, its
author.' And she added;

'low I shall return home withi a happy
heart, inasrnuch as you have promised to
read the Seriptures daily. O Robert, my
son, read niuch in the INLew Testament.
Read muchi in the Gospels-the blessed
Gospels. Then yen cannot well go astray.
If you pray the Lord Hfinîself will teach
you.'

I parted from my beloved motiier now-
long gone to thiat nmansion about wliich
slie loved to speak. I went on iny way,
and ere long found myseif arnong.
strangers. My charge was an important
one for a youth, and though possessing a
mnuscular frame and a mind full of energy,
it required ail to keep pace «with the duby
devolved upon me. I lived a considerable
distance froni wlîat are called the ineans
of grace, and the Sabbaths were not ai-
ways at xny comnmand. I met with none
Who appeared to inake religion their chief
concern-but 1 neyer forgot my prom-
ise to my motiier."

FEEDING THE TEMPLE BIRDS.

lIn Japani the Ileathien Priests take care
of birds in thieir temples and the chiidren
often go their with tlîeir iothers to foed
them. Tlîey think that by se doing they
will please the heathenl gods whom. they
worship.


