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‘IHL HERALD O SIMPLIFIED SPELING.

APLIED FPONETICS,

1Synopsts of Adios (with discusion) hofore Ou-
tario Modecn Language Asociation, at ‘Toronto,
34 Jan. 1859, by W H. VanderSmissen, M. A, Li-
brarian and Lect. on German, Univ Toronto.]

A main aplication is to PrRONUNCIATION
of any modern language. ‘That givn here
is more especialy aplicablto German, For
Orthoepy the pupil's ear is not suficient.
The teacher shud no how a sound is made
and shud be able to impart this without
undue tecnicality. Vowelsar the most im-
portant,  In them most delicat shades of
diference exist; and it is most necesary to
teach pupils where and how they ar pro-
duced. Yu may say “Look after vowels,
and consonants wil look after themselvs.”
It we mispronounce consonants, we arstil
understood, go where we wil: not so with
vowels.  Most atention shud be givn q, of
comparativ rarvity in Eng., comon in Ger.
Avoid mistaking « foraor o, Tt requires
constant atention to keep pupils from this
mistake, It shud never be alowd to pas
uncorrected.  Let them lern to note and
compare sounds produced in same part of
mouth. For final ¢ as in cede, gebe, avoid
end'i, gab i, ete,, as also end's, gab’y, ete.
The proper sound is brief a at end of Cu-
Iy, Lowvesi, ete; that is, end’a, gabq, ete.
Practicaly, i is 4., Watch how § is givn,
as it is most trublsome: it is «:, in which
lips ar most protruded, more than in {,
which is 12 (as givn by Mr V. the prime,
kL, wis not very clear, the mouth-resonant
largely dominating the fundamental; the
same with «: for 6). Tf sounds ar not givn
properly, it is from inatention and Jazines
on pupil’s part. Dont alow inacuracy to
pas unnoticed. An excelent plan is read-
ing texts aloud at home. Never name any
leter except by its proper sound—not an
afair of 1itl importance. Folo same prin-
cipls with consonants. Afcer «, ¢k is hard-
est. As arule, refersounds to similar ones
in pupil’s own language by key-words.

WHAT Is THE STANDARD?

Now, a standard must be more or les ar-
tificial; that is, it is not spoken except as
aquired by an individual. It is not spoken
as ritn in any district of cuntry. With this
explanation, it may be said that the stage
is q recognized standard for German. Sim-
ilar principls come into play as to English
—no particular district, as Yorkshir, Devon
or London, can be cited as model. All such
reflect local peculiaritis—afways fo be con-
siderd a taint. The same is tru of other
tungs stil—uot of French, fortunat in hav.
a standard. Dubois Reymond was gquoted
to sho that a German savant or nobleman
tho't nothing of speaking dialect as his flun.
ky or coachman; yet wud be horrified, in-
sulted almost, if told that his French was
not Parisian, and that of a French pesant.

‘ Thus, no standard was acnoledgd for Ger.
i tho 1any consider the stago establisht as
,such. Remember that til 1870 ther was no
,central pivot for Germany—no politicaly
| united Germany.

Why do we tolerate here a speech not tol-
erated in England or in Boston and other
places in U. 8.2 Canadian speech was said
to be “flat"—more so than that of U.S.
We hav many bad peculiaritis of speech.
It is our duty tocorrect these and whatever
els is rong in a pupil’s speech a8 we meet
them. Correction of mispronunciations
shud be made. They wer frequent, ofn
outrageus: as burl for barrel, and speaking
of an old Roman poet as *He:rs.” Particu-
lar atention to the foneties of our own tung
. is the first duty of evry scool of any grade.

Mr Soytar tho't that the University of
Toronto was not doing its duty in this re-
spect. The fenomena of speech wer part of
general fysiology —a systematic cours of vo-
cal fystology was not only desirabl but a
crying want for Modern Language students.
(Mr Shaw: ©Of what good is it?”) Of what
use is anything? (Lafter.)

Mesrs Sykes, Chamberlain, Shaw, Con-
nor, Tamblyn, Huston, and two otherscon-
tinued discusion on what is standard speech
and certn faults and peculiaritis of pronun-
ciation. To the statement that ‘short’i in
German aproximated k more or les, insted
of being as wel diferentiated as our i from
E, (compare pill with peal, pit with peat,
etc.) Mr. Connor said that in his locality
(Berlin, Ont.) where Germans wer thik,even
dominant, he found i and E quite separat,
about as widely as in Eng. The only word
with i not wel givn was business, always
bes'nes insted of biz'nes.

Dr Havirtox had givn some atention to
questions of standard speech. He had con-
cluded to recomend, even to urge, adoption
of what he cud not beter name than

FUSION ENGLISH

by which was ment thut curent in which
fused or mingld Northern with Suthern
English. Who has not herd London pro-
claimd as seat of standard speech? Who
has not herd that of Dublin urged? Ifasht
to locate it, quite as dificult as in German
and for the same reason, he wud giv “the
Midland Countis,” aproximatly the same us.
educated Dublin, North of Ireland and Am-
erica. Theadvent of the Railway Age, to.
say nothing of Imigration of teeming mil-
jone, was producing this. Before advent of
railways, fusion of Northern and Suthern
English was goingon for generations.
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