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LAPSUS INGU--.

A RE yen, reader, one of those thrico-happy
Jmortais wbose mental machinery neither

lotes nor gains, but works on vitb uniform
regularity ? Can you nise to address an asseni-
bly, or sit dovn te your desk for more gnarded
utterance, witb tbe conscionsness that vhat yon
speak or write is sure te corne up to a certain
average, not disgracefully below your former
perfornmances ? Do your thoughts nover corne
crowdiug ou yonr brain in sncb turbulent con-
fusion, that before you have finished monling
one, another pushes it ont, anid the perplexed
lis' cner bas to interpret your meaning from the
heads sud tala ef incomplote sentences? la
your memory clear and ready, aiways providing
you with, at ahi events, farnilar names and words
in common use ? If Bo, it is mucb te be feared
that you are barsh sud uncharitable towards
those vhose minds are less happily coustituted
than your own; that you characterise their for-
getfuinoss as carelesgess, their abstraction as
affectation, tbeir incohérence as a sure symptom
of despicable foily ; for it la exceodingly dîfficuit
for an orderly mmnd to coutemplate anytbing
approaching te confusion or vaut of method
vith common patience; it cannot comprehend
that vhat cornes se instinctivelv to itself; la
unattainabie by a different organisation. 0f
course, a confnsed, a bositating, or ixiconsequent
style of speaking is a groat defect; but it la oe
wbicb se often arises frorn a redundaucy rather
than a lack of sentiments and illustrations, that
it bould ho treated with lenioncy. Indeed, it la
singular te observe how often an empty-headed
man, vithont one original ides in bis possession,
can pour ont weil-turned sentences vithout
hesltation, anid upon every subject, by the bour
tegether; vbile hla intellectuai superior, who
bas thougbt deepiy and earnestly upon the same
topicz, sits by in silence, or stammers, becomes
invoived in bis sentences, puts eue vord for
another, and makes an exhibition o?~ bimself
rather than of bis opinions..

When a man combines power of thought vith
11uency of speech and the faculty of arraxigiug
bis ideas, ho is a doligbtful conversationaliat; if,
in addition, hoe bs- good ngs, an uvula vbicb
does not tickie, and sturdy tonsils, ho is a born
orater; lot hlm add industry and a capacity for
business, sud there is your statesman.

AUl men Who are deficient i the tbree first
qnalities-xiamely, thought, fluency, and order-
are hiable te the lapsus linguoe, and if thoy
deciaim much li public, viii sometimes excite
unixitentional morrirnt by their blundors. Hoy
ve langh, even at the prosent day, at the elabo-
rate mistakes of Sir Boyle Roche. The famous
IlThere hoe stands, Mr. Speaker, like a crocodile,
vith bis banda lu bis pockets, sbedding fals.e
tears," may surely be cousidered a slip of the
tongue: bie vould not bave uriten such a sen-
tence. He possessed a creatit-e imagination sud
Iluency of speech, but vas eutirely deficient i
tho power of arrangiug bis ideas: comparisons,
illustrations, invectives overfloved bis brain, anid
came pouring ont of bis moutb in a heteroge-
neous torrent. Take, for instance: "lMn. Speaker,
sir, I emeli a rat; 1 see hlm floatiug in the air;
but I viii nip hlm in the bnd 1" Bore are three
distinct Images Jnmxbled up into a ridiculous sen-
tence. A man vith an equally fluent tangue
aud a brain of inferior reproductive energy,
'would bave fituck, Bay, te the flower, some pol-
meons plant probably, vould have sowu it,
vatered it, pampered it for s quarter of an heur
before the nippixig process, and probably impress-
ed bis audience vith the ides that ho bad made
a very respectable speech.

nei more ordinary slips of the tangue are
caused either by ncrvousness or by the mind
vandering avay whlie the unruly member is left
te tip unguided over some oft-repeated verdi,
sud the effÉct produced by sncb mistakos la
sûmetimes very ludicrous. It la astenisbing boy
seldom actora stumbie in this vay : onie wonld
fancy that mon repeating the vords of another,
nigbt after nigbt, aud oblijed ail the time te
thmnk ef their actions, the -expression of their
faces, and, above All$ their çues, vould be peu-

liarly liable to blunder; but thongh they often
forget thefr parts, and are driven to"1 gag," it is
almost always the anthor, not the actor, who
suffers. 1 remember one very ridiculous lapsus
made by an actor, howover, which may nlot ho
familiar to the reader. The play was Lear, and
the porformer who represented the king got on
well enough tii hoi came to bis lament over the
unfihial conduct of bis daughter Goneril:

Turn ail ber mother'a pains, and beneilta,
To laughter and contempt; that sbe may feel
How sharpr than a se nt's tooth it la
To have a thmxikem ch-d

Which the unhappy man rendered:
How uharper than a serpent'a thauko it in
Tu havu a tuothiess child.

A. reading not quite so tragic as the original.
A stili more terrible thing must it be for a

clergyman to make a ludicrous blunder of this
description while conducting the service; the
more solemn the cast of our thougbts at any par-
ticular moment, the more comic does any absur-
dity seem, and hie must have been a very serions
person indeed who refraincd from smiling when
the officiating minister read: "lHe spake the
word, and cathoppers came, and grassipillars
innumerable."l The best thing which could
happen to one who made sucb a sîip, would be
not to perceive it; that is, if ho were a man who
found a difficulty in keeping bis countonance
upon trying occasions, a task, bowever, which
the majority of clergymen seem to find simplè
enough.

It is a singular phenomenon of the human
mmnd, that if a maxi makes a slip of the tongue
without noticing it himsolf, or being corrccted
by others, in the course of a repetition or recital,
the chances are that the same lapsus recurs on
the next occasion. A friend of ours, Who is one
of the best gentlemen light-weight ridera in Eng-
land, an ardent fox-hunter, and a most melodious
vocalist, bas a iirst-rate hunting-song in bis
répertoire, wbich is always called for on convi-
val occasions, but i the course of singing whicb
hie as ixivariably as unwittingly trolls ont the
most fearful horesy that a sportaman could utter:

IlWhexi hounda are i cover, your place àla nide"l

-instoad of outside, as, of course, it stands
in the text, and as my friend fancies hoe sings it.

These last instances are pure slips of the
tongue, as thos first treated of are perhaps of
the brain; buwere is a description of lapsug
in which the powers of thinking and the organs
of speech seem to stunable at the sarne tirne.

The Count de Roncy, who was rather famons
for these ingenious blunders, went to eall upon
Madame de Thianges when she was very ill.
"And how are you to-day, madame ?"

"lNo, better, couxit. 1 cannot get a wink of
sloep.",

"Dear, dear; how is that?"'
"It is those church-bells, that keep up one

ceaselesa di day and nigbt. I do wisb something
could ho done about it.»

44Wby don't you have straw laid down before
the door?" cried De Roncy, bis face ligbting up
as ho thonglit of this ingenious expedient.

A better illustration of the compound lapsný
I allude to, is perhaps afforded by the followinit
anecdote of a Gascon soldier at Rome Who wais
being lionised by some Italians, and wbose
patriotio soul refused to admit any superiority
in St. Peter's ovor the churchos of bis own
country. IlThat a cathedral P" hoe said, shrng-
ging bis shoulders: Ilwhy, in the country I corne
from, there is one the nave of wbicb la a thon-
sand yards long.»

"gOh, oh, oh Pl cbornsed the Italians.
CIFact, 1 assure you,»l insisted, the Gascon;

"and it is twice as broad!'
"lWell, wel," be> said afterward to the com-

rades who bantered hina on the slip hoe had
made; Ilperbaps 1 did overdo it. I was going
te xnake it square, only they took me up 60
sharply that I had not time to tbink."

This is something like the famous addition of
"and a haro» of the mnan wbo did not excite

sufficient surprise by dropping a leasb of birds
te one barrel, and exemplillea the blunder I
aihade to. The mind was qulte clear about
what It meat to mal$ and4 the tongue perfectiy
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ready te obey it up te the last moment; thon
came a confusion or obscuration of the intellect
for one second, during whicb the tongue seerned
to cut a caper.

The resuits of a lapsus linguoe are not, bow-
ever, always eomic; the tongue, especially of a
nervous person, will sometirnes blurt ont wlît
the heart most desires to concoal, though iife
may be forfoited by the stumbie. Ilow fearful it
mnust ho to bave committed a murder or some
other great crime, and to go about the world iii
a state of constant dread lest some chance word,
sorne unguarded expression, should give our
fellow-men the dlue whicb they are seeking 1
For when the will is constantly aud earnestly
set to keep watch over the tongue, the little
dernon seems to take a malicions pleasure
in thwarting sncb excessive pains: lot persons
of a certain temperarnent only go about long
enough with the flxed thought, IlWhatever hap-
pens, I must nover say so and so," it i3 ten to
one tbey do say it eventually.

Indeed, secrts of any kind are odious things,
and the picturesque costume of the period would
hardly have cornpensated one for living in the
days of the Civil Wars and the later Stuarts,
when one always bad a letter or a token in
one's pocket fraugbt witb danger to bundreds,
or a dear relation hiding arnongst the coals or
the jarn-pots, or ernulating the cats lu gymnastie
performances upon the gutter, while the ernissa-
ries of the dominant party songht for him wimh
blazing torches, sharp swords, and shocking
observations.

And then the torture!1 If the reader ho a
lady, the question applied to ber in youtb was
probably mental; but the masculine student
may, when a boy, have had bis arm twisted
round, and smnart blows of cruel knuckles
applied to the upper part until sncb time as ho
apologised for an offence or disclosed a secret.
If so, ho can forrn .sorn slight ides of the strug-
gie between a fin', wil, devotion te, a frieud or
a cause, and a weik and slipping tongue, in the
furnace of intenso. bodily suffening. Thank God,
we of the presý,n, day are spared ail this, save
by our own fawtt, or in very exceptional cases;
but there is a very common form of the lapsus
linyvoe whicà may cause us great mental pain
an dLtr"ss. Happy is hoe who bas neyer toesed
abý ut throuigh a sleopless nigbt, devonring bis
rot orse and sharne, and regrretting, oh!1 how
bit 'et ly, that hoe caunot at aniy cost or sacrifice3
recaîl words which have slipped ont of bis mouth
lu a moxlment of passion, of epigrammnatie inspira-
ticn, or of pure iuadverteceb. I remember te
tItiî day with a bot feeling of shame settixig that
riddlo about a squiutiug man beiug boru in the
Pliddle of the week, looking botb ways for
Snnday, to a lady wbo had a cast in ber oye,
fully tweuty years &go. The wonst w&8, I saw

m lnder with confusion and besitation in the
mniddle. Ugbi I caunot bear to think of it. 1
know a most amiable lady wbo is constaxitly
rnaking slips of this sort. 1 have beard bier ask
a mati who had married three tirnes, wbetber bie
tbouight that a widowor who loved bis flrst wife

ro_-ýever bear to s00 a second in ber place I To
111 Oificer of artiilery, she put the question,

q.i ter it vas true that bis branch of the son-
. îç was entiroly cornposed of mon rejected by
-11e engineors? she inquired of a patriotic mem-
ber of one univorsîty, vby the other was 50, much
more gentlernanly ? sie confided hier opinion te
a strange Roman Catholic in a railway carniage,
that no member of bis communion could possibly
ho trutbful. I myselt, who arn convinced that
she would ntot for the world intentionally hurt
the feelings of the moanest creature in it, have
often been staggored, sud thougbt for the moment
that she must have aimed bier random shots.

The most serions lapsus linguoe, on record ia
that of the sailor on the look-out who, s&w a
rock, and callod ont"I Larboard Pl instead of
IlStarboard P' drowning dozens by the slip ; and
it was in consequence of that lamentable affair,
I believe, that the word Il Port" vas substituted
for"9 Larboard" iu naval nomenclature.

Tyranny.-Knocking people on the heod oz
the crime of standing upright.


