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THE GOLD FIELDS OF ONTARIO.
(To the Editor of The (ilube.)

VIR, —Most Torontoniass who have remained in this
b ancient Bay for the last six mouths, without rising

to the general level of the country, having bafore them
on the one hand, a sensation paragraph in a uewspa-
per, and on the vther the fact that nearly a ycar after
reported discoveries the busivess of exacling goid and
silver in quantity bas not commenced, have reasonably
enough arrived at the conclusion that the gold ficlds
of Madoc are a dclusion, and a snare,and a trap-rock
to the unwary.

A short visit there, however, explains the whole
matter, and baving just spent a tew days at Upper El-
dorado, in answer to the guostion * To be or not 1o
be,” I have no hesitation in echoing ‘“tobs.’”” My
reasons for arriving at this conclusion, may possibly
have scme interest to your readers, and with your per-
migsion I give them,

In the tirst place, my friend and 1 travelled by an
old-fashioned four-horse stage, with a touch ot that
cumbrous vehicle ronically termed by the French a
diligence, from Belluville to Madoe, thence by con-
necting stage to Upper Eldorado some eight miiles
further on. The road is excellent, at 1 ast ut this sea-
son. On approacling Hog Lake, there is a charming
view of wooded hilis with the glittering church spires
of Madoc in the centre, middie distance, and in the
foregiound a pretty Jake stret-hing away on each side
in a very sleepy manuner. Upper Eldorado boats ot
three hotels. one or two stores, and a barber’s shop.
Lower Eldorado adds to these attractions a post-office,
a bowling alley, and a bitliard roum, and 1 doubt not
a lawyer; at all events there are pleul&' ready to draw
up & conveyauce at short not.ce, and ata moderate
figure. Here embryo towns have sprung up since last
winter.

Mr. Glass, of Belleville, kindly furnished me with a
letter t6 Mr. Hardiu, aud accompanied by Dr. Otway,
we paid a visit to the celebrated Richardson miuve.
We found Mr. Hardin busy at the extensive building
which is being erected on the slope of the hill tor the
crushiug machine; and he at once gave us a line to
the foreman, which, of course, had the desired sesaroic
effect. All the quartz is now caretuily stored away,
and none are allowed to visit the mine unless accredit-
ed. The proprietors cabnot be blamed for this; a
great deal of quartz was carried away as specimens,
#nd the time of the men, who received hi‘fgh wages,
was chiefly taken up by letting down and boisting
visitors up the shatt »ome picces of rock were taken
out of a barrel and shown me. The specks of gold
were very unmistskeable. A very slight experience
tells one bow to detect gold from the more glittering
metalg, aud shows one uot only that ‘“all is not gold
that glitters,” but that vone that glitters is gold. 1
wus then let perpendiculuarly down in a bucket about
20 teet, and with the aid of a rope let myseif down
slantivgdicularly about 25 feet more, when, with the
aid ot u candle, I suw inore specks of gold in the rolid
rock.

1n the Moore Farm adjoining the Richardson Mine
there are nive shatts all in a row, containing a great
variety of quartz and other rocks and metals, chiefly in
sulphates.  The old Moore shaft, perhaps, presented
the most curious specimens, large musses of glittering
bi-sulphate ot iron in which no rocks could be secn,
and red cinders, burut quartz, which looked as it they
- had come out of a furuace within the last few ycars,
but being in reality a portion of the crust of the earth,
counsiderably overbaked millions of years ago.

I visited several other shaits; but to say which I
thought were the most promising mi ht excite jealousy
in theé minds of others, aud I should run a consider-
able risk, moreover, ot being a falee prophet. I must
not omit, however, to mention the Cariboo Miue,
where, with the assistance of a gentieman who kiudly
uiidertouvk to pioneer us through the woods, we ** pan-
ned out’’ from the debris of the rocks a tair show of
gold. We alsolooked at the Ballarat shaft, close to it,
and were shown a hole about 15 teet below the sur-
face, the commencement of a natural tunnel which a
corni~h miner explored for about 150 feet without
tinding a terminus.

Messrs Tuylor & Scott very courteously showed us
over their works at Upper Eldorado. 'Their crushing
machine is expected to be in operatiou by the time
that this will appear in print. They explained the
whole machinery tor crushing and amalgamation, and
in particular the process which they have for neutral-
isivg the effect of the action of sulphur on the mer-
Cur

Aynd now I naturally come to some explanation of
the delay in the practical test of crushing the rock avd
extracting the precious metal in quantity which has
created doubts as to its existence. A quartz crushing
machine was in operation at Lower kldorado soms
short time ago, which, as I am informed, only succeed-
ed in extracting some of the gold and none of the
silver. Now, as & general rule, silver is found in much
larger quantities thun gold. Lhe result was eminently
unsatistuctory, and the crushing machiue closed, hav-
ing partially crushed the hopes of some sanguine
miners. The reason of the failure was the prescuce of
sulphur, which destroyed the action of the wercury to
a far greater extent than in the other gold fields of
this continent. Taylor & Scott have a remedy for this
based on the Wyckoff process; and, for the iuterests
of the mining community, it i3 to be hoped that they
will meet with the success they anticipate. Another
custom mill is about to be erected in Madoc, and ur-
rangements are being made for the erection of other
crushing mills ut different shafts.

The reason of the tirst apparent collapse of the gold
miniog enterprise is knowu to many of your readers.
At the first intelligence ot gold discoveries in Madoc
there was a rush of miners, so called, who expected to
amass rapid and colossal fortunes at alluvial diggings.
Every little creek was filied with eager gold-huuters
washing for invisible gold; but thay had uo more suc-
~psg 10 panping it ont than the Pan-Anglican Syneg

appear to have had in panning out pure Anglican doc-
trines from the Sees of the Church.

There are now no less than 270 shatts in Madoc
Township alone, and over 500 in the mining district.
The majority of the miners, bhowever, huve but little
means; mauy are waiting until they can get a return
from their quartz at the custom mills, when, if they
are fortunate, they will erect ¢rushing mills at their
mines. The custom mitls, however, now in process of
erection witl do but litt e tawards giving the mivers a
start, and many will have & long weary waiting  Capi-
tal is much needed in the mining district; and. with
ord'nary caution, I consider 1hat it can be laid to ad-
vautage. The Awmcricans sre doing a great deal
towards opening up this very extensive tield of legiti-
mate speculation, and the Canadians are not altogether
idle; but there is a vast ficld before them, of which, in
a few years. Madoue will only be a small section,

The search for gold—by np means the most paying
metal to work—is alrcady Jeading to mavny valuable
discoveries, iron, eopper, soapstone, plumbago. galena,
and argentiferous gsalena, which wiil, perhaps, prove
the most valuab'eof all; norarc these discoveries con-
fined to the neighbourhiood of Madoc, Argentiferous,
galena, has been discovered as far North as the Town-
ship of Galway to the cast, and Denbigh to the west.

The ecientitic r scarch and special mineralogical
kuowledge ot Dr. Otway, F.R.3., who has visited
every go:d field in the world, have been invaluable to
the muning com«eunity. The quartz Doctor, as the
farmers call him, ix always ready to impart informa-
tion to all who seck it, aud his energetic support is
freely given to the miners. He is now endeavouring
to obtatn some moditication of the mining regulatisns,
which are conzidered not to give sufficient encourage-
ment to the miner, and he is about to estabiish schools
ot mines, su that every man muay become his own
Assayer.

The general fee'ing in the conmmunity, as far as I
could judge, was one ot quiet contidence in the result,
with a little eac erness to see the crushers in operation.
I did vot notice auy desire among the miners to part
with their interests, though working capital is un-
doubte ly needed.

1 remsived at Urper Eldorado four days, and I saw
a good deal more of the residents, and a quieter, more
orderly, intclligent set ot men I never yet met, and I
have travelled a little here and in Kurope. I do not
know the reason for the withdrawal of the mounted
police furea; buf it s quite certain that their prescuce
1n the mining distriet is not peeded.

The Golden Hotcl. where we staycd, owned by Mr.
Mr. Laylier, and commonly called the Laylier Heuse,
(a name which 1 louk upon as au unmerited slur on
the inmates,) is & very clean, comfortable couuntry
hotel, and Mr Symons js a model host. I could not
help coutrastivg his moderate charges and attestion
to the wants of his guests with the extortion and inso-
lence which I met at a hotel at Kingston, where 1 had
thie mistortuune to stay for a day and a balf during the
Provincial Exhibition.

We drove back in a farmer’s waggon from Eidorado
to ‘Irenton, about thirty-tive miles, in tive hours,
which may be considered as an indicarion of a good
tead. The scenery is very picturesque, particularly by
the nine-miie rapids of the Trent, aud the pretty town
of Frankfort on the Trent seems a flourishing place on
the Maine.

Yours, truly,
OBSERVER.
Toronto, Oct. 5, 1867,

(From Correspondent of the Boston Journal.)

BeLrasT, September 18.

Taking a steamer from Fleetwood last evening, T
found miyselt soon after daylight at the pier in this
city—the most thriving of anyin lreland, It istwelve
miles from the sea on the river Lagau. It is compara-
tively a modern town, having been a mere fishing
hami):zt tilt 1683, aithough a castle stood here as long
ago as the twelfth century. In the time of James I[
the Scotch came across the channel, and gave the first
stimulus to trade. The population in 1800 was 20,000,
in 1861, at the date of the last census, 120,000. The pre-
sent uwinber of iuhubitauts is estimated at 150,000. The
harbor is a forest of rasts. There is life and activity
in the streets. There are tall chimpeys rolling out
volumes ot hlack smoke, with steam eungines whirling
beneath, giving motion to hundreds of thousands of
spindles, spinnilg the finest linen in the world. It is
the great centre of the linen trade, and you may reckon
the linen cioth which lies blegchmg on L‘he green grass
in_the suburbs by the acre iustead of by the yard.
“ Linen Hall,” which occupies an entire square of the
city, i8 tiio great exchiange—the centre of an immense
traflic giving employment to half a million of people.

The value of the linen exported is from 850,000,000 to
§60,000,000 per annum_T'he war in the United States
gave a woudertul stimulus to the manufactures of this
city, Cotton mills were erected, also jute mills, and
the production ot linen was lnrgely increased. Irom
ship building has also commenced and has made good
progress. ‘The totul value of manutactures exceeds
%100,000 000 peraunum, ‘There is no sign of distress or
want of employment in this city,

But Belinst is notan Irish city. Ttis ia Ireland, bat
not of it. Scoteh enterprise, activity, energy and tact
is at the bottem of this prosperity. It isa Presbyte-
rian city. ‘Lhe religivus census ot 1361 gave 24 Presby-
terian churches, 14 ot ths Church of England, {2
Methodist, 10 other dissenting churches, and ¢ Kcman
Catholic. 1hough the Koman Cutholics have but four
congregatious they number one-half of the population.

LARGE SQUAsHEES,—Mr. Jeaies Borry has two large
squashes at bis store, which were grown in the garden
of His Excellency, Major General Doyle, one ot which
weighs 127 lbs. 'There were also two more on the same
ving, weighing 115 1bs. rach, meking inall 483 Fre
erioton Heod (‘i:,n

THE EMPIRE OF TRADE,

HATEVER may be our settled policy with re-
gard to tariffs, it is certain thst the trade be-
tween America and Europe is destined to go on
increasing for many generations. The improvements
in the arts and industries during the last thirty years
have %iven to this trade life aud stability, and so great
is it about to become that naticns, sections, and indi-
viduals through the whole worid will feel its influence.
We have already reached a transition period A future
of new, of imperative and uuknown wants is before
us. Frivolous and weak aystems of education and of
th:nking must give way before actual science and facts
relating to commerce and ncchanics; and our legisla-
tors and young men, seeking for a pathway, must
awake to the new conditicns if they would {ecome
actors in the immediately approaching scenes. In
conpection with this foreign trade is the trade across
our continent, which, of itself, already excelsthe trade
of the whole world in the mo:t prosperous days of the
Roman Empire. Seme huve supposed that railroads
have inflicted & deadly blow upon the commerce of the
Lakes. So far from this being the case, the tonnage
ot Chicago exceeds the tonnage ot the City of New
York. When we acdd to this the traffic of our rail-
roads, and of our Western rivers, navigable through
an exteut of at least 10,000 miles, we must see that we
are in 2 pew age, and we shall realize that the weak

Fast is incapable of guiding the vigorous Present.

A commerciul center alwaye reaches out toward the
fountsin of supply. Situated atthe head of a deep,
beautiful bay, und locked by islands, green hills, and
many shores, wi Lk scenery and soil unsurpassed, avd
in a climate which gives vigour and health, New York
can have no superior. Quly one other city on the
globe bas similar natural advantages; this is Constanti-
nople, the grave of a buried Empire. There, on the
eist, i8 8 mouutain region similar to New Enpgland;
beyond is one similarto I'ennsylvania, New York, and
Ohio; on the west is a varied country not less valuable
toan Virginia and Tenvessee; and on the north are
wide districts which even to-day rival in productions
Iliinois and the great North-West. The City of Brook-
lyn originated when New York began to reach a hand
to the home tiade of New England, of Europe, and
the Islands of the ocesn. While there was no West.
the Kast River side was the center of activity. Until
the Erie Canal was opened, the North River side had
10 more cousequence than what the trade of New
Jersey aud the river counties created. When West-
eru New York and Ohio could be reached, the trade
gravitated toward the Western piers. When the Erie,
Hudson River, and Uarlem Railroads were built,
Courtlandt became a rival of Pearl street. Next the
West finds entrauce by the Fennrylvania and the New
Jersey Central, and in these very days New York is
%nmg forth on this line building villas and towns.

‘hus, in giving a_hand to the West, the trade of this
city has moved like the hands on a dial, and, baving
nearly made a circuit, it etops facing towards the
West.  Chicago now builds five houses westwsrd
where ehe builds one in any other direction. ‘Jhe
attempt hes often been made to build commercial
cities on the eastern banks of our Western rivers.
Alton has a better location than St. Louis, and it has
the advantage of being nearly opposite the mouth of
the Missouri. and just below the mouth of the Illinois.
When the Michigan Central Railroad was building,
St. Joseph, on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan,
expected to be the terminus; everybody suddenly be-
came rich, and lots were immenrely valuable. The
plan was to have a ferry of sixty miles across the lake
1o Chicago; but the road ran clear around the lake to
reach a more insignificant town on the western shore.
On the lower Mississippi, towns are on the esstern
side because the western shore is an unbroken swamp.

On the western bank of the mighty ocean stream
stands the City of New Y.rk. Itis the realization of
Pbeenician, Carthagenian, Venetian, and ail later
dreams of coinmercial greatness. More than this, it is
a clief jewsl in a girdle of surpassingly fruitful country,
extending three degrees wide, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. Here the grasses are the source of perennial
fertility, and they will lay the foundation through all
aﬁes for unfailing suppiies of fruit and grain, and
whatever is required for human food. On our whola
cuntinent, between the Arotic and Antarctic Seas, no
other region is 80 fuvorable for thesustaining ot human
existence. It is also in the gold and silver belt ot
Colorado, Dakota, Nevada, and California. Neither
France, 8pain, Italy, Germany nor Russia has such
natural wealth; and in all Europe, only England has
similar meadowe, orchards and mines to show. Qut-
side of this belt, we still have a country richer and
more extensive than Kurope, which modern agricul-
tural skill, combined with a patriotistn that will dis-
regard human complexion aud parallels of latitude,
will develop, by bui ding lines of traffic from the Gulf
of Ca ifurnia aud the City of Mexico to Norfolk. Then,
and then only will lines of deeply laden ships sail to
Havre and Marseilles. In these passing days, & mighty
stx_le;gle_ is going on to secure, if it muy be, a monopoly
of the rich trade growing out ot the grass belt, ont of
the mines of the mountains, and out of the tea gardens
and muiberry plantations of China and Japan. On
one hand, we sce the Harlem, the Hudson River, the
Erie, the Central, the Canadian Grand Trunk, and
the Lake Shore Railroads striving that they may be-
come consolidated into oue corporation, 8o a8 to secure
unbroken transit of passengers and freight to Chicago,
aod tlhence across the Mississippi, the Missouri, and
the Platte. On the other hand, are the great Pennsyl-
vaoia Central and its extension, the New Jersey Céu-
tral, with an uninterruEted track from Chicago to the
deep Bay of New Yoik, grasping for the same prize.
and in 0 doing they relax their hitherto rigid gratp
on thoe route to Ciocinnati, St. Loiis, nncf Kansaus
City; or, what is the same, on the South Pacitic, ¢p
superior are the attractions of Omahna, Notless they
£300,000,000 are represented in this conteet aven t1],
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