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THE QUEBEC TRADE.

The Quebec Times, Docomnber 6th, says:—
Whatovor dulness may havo beon felt in Quebec
in other branches, our lumber merchants and
manufacturers have no reason to complain of
tho results of the season’s business in their lino,
Though tho shipmonts on tho whole this ycar

tho othor side at tho opening of navigation in
the spring, oven should that demand boe only a
modorate one, will aweop away all our wintored
stocks. Tho oak wintering will be about an
averago of tho last five years, tut under tho
avorago of tho last ten years' stocks, und is all
held in a fow strong hands. In this lino, thero-

aro 1058 by about 100,000 tons than last year;i».foro, wo look for stoady prices, noro capocially

owing to low rates of freight, the net profits of
the scason to tho shippers will comparo favor-
ably with thoso of an average good year, while
the luwbermen havo reaped an oxceptionally
good harvest, Throughout tho season pricos
have ruled high.  In no article has a reduction
taken placy, and in the staple of white pine,
both square and wancy, valuos ateadily ad.
vanced. Ashigh as thirty-seven cents has been
paid for first-class square timber, sixty to sixty-
five fcet average, and forty cents for first-class
wanoy, twenty to twenty-one inches average.
The last salo made in this market was a lot of
Peter McLaren’s squape white pine, containing
about 300,000 feot, at thirty-two cents for good
quality, fifty.soven and one-hall fect average,
and twenty cents for common quality, This
lot was sold to the same firm that bought the
500,000 feet of Grant's lately. The profits of
tho scason, as wo havo said, though large, have
been greater on the side of the lumbermsn than
on that of the shipper, as a great dsal of the
timber was not proviously coniracted for and
changed hands hero after the rise had made
itself felt. Our Quebec shippers, as a rule, aro
not opeculative holders, nor in the slightest de-
groo infected with the American mania for
cornering, Brought up in tho old achool, they
stick fast to tho old traditions. Alwaygcontent
with a fair profit, they are exceedingly cautious
about making largo lossos. That veory absence
of the speculative clemont, therefore, while it
may provent them from taking all the advantage
possiblo to b derived from a ““ boom * in prices,
is & very officient safeguard ngainst loas by un.
duo dopression. Thus it was that during the
terriblo five yoars of agony, when maoy of our
most solvent institutions went to tho wall, not
aue leading Quoboc shipper, though the capital
handlod by them is larger, porhaps, than that
handled in any other lino, showed sigus of
tottoring. And to.day tho credit of thoso
houscs atands highor than it over did. Tho in.
dieations for next year aro favorablo to a con.
tinuanco of tho present favorablo ratos. Stocks
of deals and timber on tho other sido aro light,
owing to tho sinall shipinents this fall, and these
amall shipments were die to low rates, Jad
tho shipnents oqualiod thoso of last scason, this
market would have been complotoly awept of
poodd.  Owing to light stocks on the other nide,
the demand there is active and holders are net
anxious to sell. - Square pino timber will, in all
trobability, hold its own noxt year, as the sup.
ply will not bo above the averago, oven includ-
ing timber stuck, aud the immediato demand on

as tho production this winter will bo moderate
and tho season has not oponed favorably for
lumboring oporations.  Of pine deals, the stock
wintoring is about an average ono, whilo the cost
of getting out logs this wintor will bo considor-
ably higher than usual, Thus prices will, no
doubt, rule higher next year. In spruce tho
prospocts are also better, owing to improved
domand. Tho last sale made was that of
Breakey's deals, average mill cutting, 150,000
atandard wintered, at 238 for 1sts; %27, 2uda;
$23, 3rds, and 819, 4ths—very favorable rates.
All those indications show that next year'’s
busineas will ba a prosperous cne.  Our Cana.
dian merchants and manufacturers have tho
control of tho markots in thoir own hands. All
that is required on the part of both is to refrain
from showing any unduoe anxioty to push sales.
If they do this they will cominand their own
tsrms,

TER YEARS AGO.

It is a favorito statoment with many at the
prosent time that ten years ago the decadence
of the pine supply, in ten, or at most fifteen
years, was freely prophosied by thoso who were
considered authorities on tho subject, and the
critics of to-day point wiih gleoful pride to the
fact that, with facilities for manufacturo doubled
if not trebled, and a consumption not then ima.-
gined to be possible, tho yearly production of
lumber is still not decreasing, and tho supply
seoms inoxhaustible, That thereis forco in their
argument that tho prophets of a decado sinco
wero shorteighted, none will dony, but their
hilarity over an ability to pointto what has been
loscs much of its forco when they neglect to take
into account tho changed counditions of the lwn.
bor trade, and refuse in the light of past ox.
perionce, to givo duo rocognizance to what is
known of tho present, and just as positively of
the future.

Ten yecars ago the lumber supply of tho
Northwestern forests was measured from a vast.
Iy changed standpoint from that at which in
the present it must be measured.

Thon the forests of tho country wero cstimated
upon the Lasis of tho amount of timber which
would yicld not less than twenty por cent. in
grades above common, At that timoe govern.
mont scloctions woro neglocted at government
prices of 81.25 to 2250 per acre, which would
not cut at loast 5,000 fect to the acte, of trees
which would average shree logs to tho thousand
feet of lumber, and no timber was woypth cutting

which mgggu;ogi Joss thag sixteen to cightoen

inches in diameter at tho butt. It was on the
basis of such large and excollent timber that the
ostimato of a ton to fifteen years supply was
based. Ten years ago tho present logging dis-
trict of Michigan was almost, if not wholly, un.
known, and did not, in but the slightest degree,
“ater into tho wmind or calculation of him who
prophesied. At that time as little was known
of northern Wisconsin as of northern Michigan.
Ten years ago not a railroad penctrated into
what is now tho great timber.producing scction
of cach of the states mentioned. Such a thing
as a logging railroad had nover entered into the
calculation of a lumberman, aud streams which
arc now running out yearly tho millions of feet
of log supply which feed tho rapacious mills of
tho Northwest, werolooked upon as unavailable
crecks, tho wators of which were by far too
scanty to warrant their uso in log running.
Dams were an unthought of adjunct to Jog
running almost as much as at first was tho sug-
gostio. to lumber by railroad,  Ten years ago
only the best trees were taken by tho lumber.
man, and the majority of the pinoon a lot was
ivft to its own destruction by fire and toruado.
Ten years ago such pine as entered into the
calculations of tho statistician was considered
dear at 81.50 to 82 stumpage, and he was looked
upon as acrank of tho first “ water” who cone.
sidered such lands agood investment for a future
advanco on those figures. Now let us sco how
far wrong, from the only standpoint then avail-
able, wore tho prophets of a decado age.  How
much good pine is now standing in tho torritory
which was tho subject of their calculation? In
all candonr the reply must be, Not enough to
supply the mill capacity, which oxisted at that
timo, with & single yoar of stock. From the
existing facilitiecs for observation, the old
prophots must be accredited with & remarkably
correct appreciation of the timber supply. Itis
true that they failed to approciate the fact that
tho country was growing at a rato which not
oven tho shrowdost student of political economy
could have imagined, and that, in consequence,
an unknown and unexplorad country would bo
dovcloped, thickly coverod with pino forests,
In this thoy lacked judgment to as great an ex.
tent as do their present critics regarding tho
developments which un age of xcientific discus.
sion and inventivo genius will bring forth during
tho decado beforo us.  **Iind sight™ is far
moro reliable in affording data upon which to
point out the mistakes of a past generation than
is foresight with regard to the future. The
mistako of thoso who mado tho calculations
which are ¢riticised, wag in lack of kuowledgo
of an unknown region whose resources were not
iinaginod. and as well in limiting tho supply of
pine to that Lotter quality which was at that
time alone of commercial value,  But that
mistako can no lopger ho made, and thoso whoe
argue from the short-sightodnuss of the past
that tho prophets of the presont are aa '« cllin

error, baso thoir assertions upon o falso premie,
The oyo is no longer stretched into the vista of
an unknown and unexplored rogion. Wa no
longer underestitato tho valuo of the smaller
and coarser timber, ‘The explorer has gona in
and taken possession of the tarthest foot of land
on which a pine treo can by any possibility bo
found. ‘Thelumber statistician no longer limits
his calculation to the largest and most thrifty
timber, but aces a valuo and an appreciable
quantity in tho smallest troes which point sky-
ward.

Without cntering now into any argument
as to what tho actual quantity of the standing
pine of tho Northwest is, or is not, or how long
it will Iast with present facilitios and knowledga
of dams on small creeks, or cheap railroads
where water is' not available, tho Zumbaman
simply wishes to say a word in vindicativg of
tho judgment of thoso who prophesicd ten y cars
ago, and to submit that, from the only stand-
point then available, their predictiors have heen
fairly roalized.—Northiwcestern Lumbermon,

Australian Forests,

Tho Australian colonies are ° covering the
fmportanco of taking stops to _.cserve their
furests from further destruction, not ouly on
the ground that the timber should bo protected,
but in order to provent losses in the water
supply. Evils which attend tho destruction of
trees uro already felt in many provinces in an
increased dryness of climato, longer droughts,
and moro numorous bush fires. During the 38
ye: s ending in 1868 the averago annual des-
truction of tho New Zealand foreats was 23 per
cent.. and in the five suoccceding years 20 por
cent. Ttis proposed in South Australia that
a block of 200,000 acres bo reserved for aystetn.
tic troo-planting, and that in tho et year £70,-
000 bo expended on it, and in each of the 11
following years 2,500, a total oxpenso of $630, -
000. After the fimt fivo yoars thero would be,
it is cstimated, a rovenuo frowm periwdical
thinnings of &175,000, and in 21 years tho colony
wauld possess 310 rquare miles of forest,

To Prevent RBelts Slippiug,

Experiments madoe in tho United States
with a view to discover tho bust way of trans
mitting power by means of leather belts, have
lod to tho conclusion that tho elfectual way to
prevent tho slipping of the belts i3 to cover tha
pulleys with leather, From thiv it would
appear thet leather on leather offers & certain
steadinesy, and with the further advantaee that
tho belt docs not fly off, and wears ot Josy
rapidly than when it runs enion or woad, It
is atatod that in asteanemill with five ran of
millstenes, cach  set ground  twenty-sesen
bushols n day alter the pulloys wers ¢otened
with leather, boing fromn three to four horlidy
more ¢epsh day than before.



