I-BED OF A CURISTIAN
IN CANADAN,
o 'Phou wilt keep bim m perfect peace, whose
wimnd 13 stayed on theee=foaiah xavi. 3.
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0 bed of sickness umong sttungers, und tar uway |

from his native land, he had mach 10 malie b

s¢Ihou wilt have perfect peave, wWhoee nind 1s

" stayed upon thee.”

Daye, weeks, months, passed awny, and Mr,

sullicieny guatantee for the truth of every Seraplute 1 was gradually sinkiog winder e afeets of

pomze  There ure particular texis, however,
wlich appear m a #tronger hyht, and are more
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disenae,

But though ** e outward men ' was
penishing, ** the iward man " was senewed du

finuly relied upon, when we caa peresive fustances | by duy.  His peace temntueds  He seetited o sy,

of thetr tutfilment within the range of our uwn
expeticnce.

Thus the Lotrd has sard that every person whose
nund 18 stuyed on thay, will have petleer peace.
The God of tuth hus uttered this declugation,
therefore we are boand to believe 1. But the
Chostisw’s faith 13 stwwengthened vnd contirined,
when he nciuaily sees or hears of a fellow being,
whote mind wus smyed vpon God, wud whoe
enjoyed ¢ petlect peace.  [le sees not ouly
truth itselly but thst wuth fultilled in bis own
expeticuce,  He sees its effects, s fruits, und us
workiags.

In the bustle of wotldly eccupations, amud the
engrossioy cnres of titie, and tu the enjozment of
prospenty, even the fulse professor of Chirest may
Bave suine degree of outward peace, and may seem
to be a real diecrple.  Elis unnd may sppear to be
sayed on the Lord.  But 1t 13 w0 the midst of
afflictions and trinls that the true Clnsuun s
made manitest.  When sicktess gerizes on lns
ftame—when a hogenng disease consumes his
body, and whena the cold ey hund of death hangs
gloomily over humn, vad seems about 1o descend at
every motent,—then, sod then especully, 1s the
trae child of God brought torth as the hight—then
is hus reul character displayed like novnude of the
day—=then 13 reen the **perfect peace” of mm
whose *¢ wind is stayed * on the Lord,

These remarks have been suggested from peru-
sing un account of the recent death of a pivos
rervant of the Lord,  As some ucecunt of lus last
iliness and peacetul end, may not dbe found uran-
teresting, or vaud of 1nsiruction o some, we will
andn\vuur 10 give a shght sketeh of lus later

ays.

‘T'he congregation, in conaexion with our Synod,
which worships in Cote Street Church, Montreal,
was desirous of obtawning a pious schoolnasier for
that ey Mr. W, Thomson came for that por-
pose from Glasgow, sbout nine months ago. He
was an E der in the Free Church, and bore a very
high Chr tian character. He immediately vpened
aschoal, and met with much encouragement and
success. His great picly, combined with hia
admirable system of teaching, attracted many
puptls to his establishment, which soon contaiued
upwards of 60 pupils.

Iu the meantime Mr. T. had endeared humself
to every one who had the privilege of enpoying Ius
fricudslip.  His mild Chrisuan deportment and
nieekness was so marked, and lis mauners were
so engaging, that, whea scen and known, 1t was
impoussible not 10 esteem and love lum.  There
sppeared 10 be every prospect of hua being emi-
nently useful, and of lus proving & Llessing to
Montreal and its neighbourhood.

# God’s ways,” however, ‘‘are not as our
ways.”  Mr. T. had scarcely established his
school for four months, when the Lord laid lus
hand heavily upon hum.  Sickuess seized him 1n
the nudst of Ins Isbours. He thonght that 1t was
only of a temporary character; but more alarming
symptoms were observed. A pawn in the chest,
spiting of blood. and the usual indications of
consumption, made their appearance.

. When Mr. T. was thus Inid vpon a bed of
sickness, his Christian character was sinkingly
seen, It was really refreshing and instrucuve to
eater his sick chamber, to look upon his patient
and even amiling countenance, and to converse
with him.  There was such a mnild serenity—such
a holy calm in his whole deportment, and such
sweetness and heavenly-nundedness in his words,
that you could not help admiring bim : and espe-
cially the gooduess of God in supporring huy so
nuch. Ihs case wes truly a trying one. Lad
low in the midat of bis useful Juboyrs—cast upor

with the attheted eaint of old, ** Though he slay
wie, yet will | reust o i His ousd tested,
with much delight, on the sovereiguty of God,
and on the well-ordered covenunut,

Tae following crcumsumee beautfully sHus-
trates s happy aud contented statei=Seveml
friends had urked hitn Jf he wus prepared for death,
One day he said 10 2 procs person, seated beade
himi—** People ask me, *Am | prepared tor
death??  * Am [ ready 2? and * What do 1 thuk
of itnow 1 Idon't know what they mean, To
them that are i Christ Jesus, tiere 13 o condem-
nation, ‘Thatis uil { have to say.”*

Ilis physical sirengih wus latterly so much
unparzed, that his mind frequently waadered ; but
lus wandetings were all in 8 Christinu ditection.
He would be 1n Scotland, or in Montreal, teacling
the Scriptures, vr expluning them to s aonginary
pupits. Disesse had also reduced aud gready
emuciated his whole bodily frane, A few duyy
befute his death, animation hind at tunes almost
conirely ceased.  He grew much worse in Feb-
ruary last, aod towards the cluse of the month by
deatlh was evidently at haad.

It is now the 24th of thet month—Ilet us ent~r
his roum towards the eventng.  Lite 13 seen to be
ehbing fust, He is so low that he can hewdly
spenk, His lips tre seen to move frequently—
and his voice, scarcely audible, discovers hun to
be engaged 10 prayer. 1118 now twilight——imany
kind friends are surrovnding his bedside, and oue
13 heard uttering comforung passages of Scnpure,
such a3 Deut. xxxun. 27, ** The eternnl God 1sthy
refuge, and underoeath are the everlasting anns,”’
or the 231d Psalm, or such sweet passages a»
the following, ** My peace 1 leave wuh you,”
** Fathier I will,” &e.

Culmly, and with a pale but unmoved counte-
nance, the dying Chnstinn repented those pas-
sages.  The Psalm Buok 13 opened, and the 461l
Psulm selected—

¢ God is our refuge and our strength,
In siraits a present aid.”’

“ Sing i,” said he feebly, and he joned in angmg
the Ist und Jth verses.  [le feels tevived, though
he speaks but very hitle.  Butin abour 10unnutes,
a change i3 observed to puss over his pule fuce,
and then lus spurit passed away, without even u
s13h, or the mot.on of a single muscle.  Lake the
proto-martyr Stephen, ** he fell asleep® n Jesus,

Such, reader, 1s the quiet and compored demh
of g true Cliistian.  Does not guchi an account
lead you 10 say, ** Let me die the death of the
rightcous, and let my latter end be hike his.”
May you be brought to Jesus, who cun alene
impart peace to the troubled soul. Swy your
mind upon Him.

Mr. T., we firmly believe, hins now passed from
death to Iife—from the church on carth to the
church in heaven—*¢ Blessed are the dead that
die in the Lord.”?

This stight sketch has been stiempted by one
who had the privilege of kuowing Me. 1. He
has seen, and can testify to Ins Chnstina deport-
inent—in the midst of his pupils—in the house of
Gud—at the social prayer meeting—at the solemnn
commuunion seuson, and in lus own house. Every-
where there was a savour of Chust with .
fle has beheld him afilicted with sickness, ond
discase preying oa his vitals, and still he blesscd

od,

The writer desires cordialiy to sympathise with
the afilicted widow of the deceased, and to mingle
his tears with hers. A siranger ia a straage land,
nay she be cnabled to cast herself on the mighty
God of Jacob—on Him who is pecubiarly the
* widow’s stay. " —Communicated.

despond.  Buatia him wus tlus promee tultided,
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Atliscellancons.
STATE OF RELIGION IN BELGIUM.

( Lrom the Edinlurgh Witness. )

We beg to enll the attention of our renders to
the fullowing exieact of w letter from e Rev, Mi,
Mestwn, who was seut vut by the Free Church
Contental Comunttee to labour in spresting the
Gorpel e France, It was wrnitten some weeks
nzu, ou his artival in Pania, ulter prssing thiough
Belginm, I gives an interesting view of the
it of rehigion in Belginm,—that couniry of the
Counnent to which, next 1o France, there is
perhaps at the present tinie the loudest cull 10 send
the Gospel 3=

*¢ In a hasty visil, it is not easy to Some to a
correct sotion of the stute wud progress of religon
W oany coumtry,  Infurmation conveyed by con-
versation is very upt to be innccurate ; but | saw
enough to convinee me that there i a spintual
muvenent going on in this country, which prae
mises (o be extensive, solid, and lasting, ‘There
has uever been anything here like what is ealicd
a revival,—that 13, a lurge number of persons in &
locality brought under sirang conviction, and into
 state of steong spititum feeling, It is une hete,
ur two there,—s funuly 1n one locality, a few
tatutlies 1n another,——who have been brought tv
the knowleitue of the truth,—have embraced it,
nud now walk according to the hight which they
liave obtmined.  Yet the numbersare considerable
for the time that the Gospel has beea preached
among themn. At Chatleroi the congregation has
risen io three yeutrs frum twelve to two hundred,—
of whum sevemy-ax arercommunicants, with a
seaston exercising discipline along with the minise
tery, aud 8 rchuol sttended by fifty-three pupils,
and xixteen adults in the evening. At Montign
le ‘T'dleul, a small village in the neighbouthood,
I found seventy persuns assembled, and of two
miuisters, a licentinte, & schoolmaster, und the
congregation, I was the only ode not bora a
Romau Catholie. I found elders here too; and
one of them, like a true Scotch Presbyterian of
the old school, clenched with & nod of the hesd
every expresston that pleased him- Nessonveayz—
a willage between laege and Verviers, and not
very tar from the Gernan frontier—may be thought
an eaception, as the whole parish, with the eacepe
ton of four fumilies, have jomned the Protestant
Church, though the Gospel has not been preache?
amnog them above a year.  But I found there an
old man, still keen and lively, who told e that
it wus forty years since he began to relish the
Goepel,—he had doue something to spread the
knuwledge of his discoveries among his neigh-
bours, though ks knowledge was very himited.
About a year ago, Ric urd, a colporteur employed
by our own Free Chutch, went among them, sold
tracts, converzed with the people, and held meets
ings.  Atlast M. Girod, the minister at Liege,
went 1o preach 1o them, and, afier some fluctus-
tiong, tiiey nre now all preny well confirmed in
their attachment 1o the trath, They have had a
M. Depallans, a Swiss, lnbouting among them as
un cvangelist for some ume. They have asked a
mumster too, and their wish will probably soon be
granted. I spent a Sabbath among them—the
only day since I left home that | have felt unwell.
I was unable to mix much in eonversation; but
this gave me a better opportunity of ubserving
the bent of their minds. I do not think that so
many pecple in Scotland would have abstained s0
unifo-mly {rom secular matters. The only thing
I irard 10 be regretied was, thss they were too
much occupied with the errors and abuses of
Popery.

‘¢ And, indeed, the congregations were not oaly
comparatively large, but bore the appearance of
great solemuity. 1 preached at Chaslerci, Min-
tigny Ie Tilleul, Licge, and Nessoavesux; and
although in the last two, & large proportion of the
hearers speaking Walloon, do not follow French
sermnons 8o casily as in the others; yet 1 had
uniformly most attentive congregations, aand their
attcntion did sot appear to fag till the end. They
had all the appearance of people who were in
eamest; and the truth was of course presented
tothem ina form that was rather different from



