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had more of thcm; but, nilas, Nwe have flot
labourers enough to axcet the demand.

Should flot our more highlv favourcd
- ongregations, whcre the soîînd à? the gospel

8s heard every Sabbath, givo this matter a
little consideration. Under the present
acarcity of mcn migbt flot ndjoining con-
gregations give up their pastors for two or
tbree Sabbatlis and allow them te, visit des.
titute vacancies and waste places, wlîcre
tho gospel is only preached at intcrvals 1

SYSTEMATIG GIVING: THE SORIPTURE
ARGUMENT.

The second point in refcrence te which
the Committee on Systematic Beneficence
souçht information from Sessions, was re-
upecting the principal difficulties in the way
of the adoption of the Synod's recommen-
dations by the congregations; under their
jurisdiction. The question which they
proposed elieited numereus answers, ail of
wrhich engaged the carnest attention of the
(Committee. Some of the diffieulties sug-
Vsted were adverted te, in the report te
Syned, but it was thought that others migbt
~> more effectively met, by means of cein-
uiunicatious through these columns. To
$ho objection whieh some of the brethren
Drged that the Seripture argument in faveur
of Wookly Offering and Storing is net
valid, I îvish to direct attention in this
*rticle, leaving it for some e? the rest; of the
members of the Committee te, notice ethers.

lu different; hands the objection te, which
1 have just adverted, assumes different
aspects. Somo contend that the precept,

On the first day of the week let every one
ef you lay by bim ini store as God bath
prospered him,"1 is net universally and
perpctually bind)ng fer any purpose, wibile
ethers freely admit uts obligation, but only
se far ns provision for the poor is concerned.

It sceres liowver te be admitted on al
bande that the precept determined fer the
V!orintAians the time and frequency of the
ippropriation of their substancefor a speci/Zc

object, and that it aise fixcd for them both
the mode and the measure of their contribu-
tions for tltat pîîrpose. Now it sceres
evident that this precept could flot have
been intended 5olely 'or tho CIhurch ai,
Corinth,.because it had already been given
te tire churches in Galatia, Il Kow con-
cerning the collection for the saints as I
have given order in the churches of (lalatia
se de ye." Not only so, but as t'he apostie
endeavours te stiniulûte the Corinthin te
liberality by the exaxapie cf the poor
churches cf Macdonia, may wve net infer
that lhe had given similar directions te tbem,
espccifilly since the apostie addresses the

.epistle in which it occurs, net enly Ilte the
Chureh of God which is at Corinth," but
aiseI "to ail that in every place eaul upon
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours." Besîdes, wvhether the
Catholicity of this epistie be admitted or
net, it is werthy cf notice that ne other
mensure or mode is prescribed anywhere eiao
in the New Testament. Since thon it is
admitted on &Il hands that the mensure is
obligntery, aince there is nlot probably a
minister cf the gospel snywhere who baî
net frequently urged bis people te give "las
Ged bath prospered them," wby should
any ene doubt the universal and perpetîtal
obligation cf the commnand IIt3 lay býy hire
in store " any more than that cf the precept
which requires him te, centribute according
te bis ability.

But let us cite a somcewhat parallel case.
In the saine epistie in wkich the precept te
wbich we are adverting occurs, the Apostie
in giving directions respecting the prepa.
ration required for sitting dewn nt the table
cf the Lord says, 'lLet a man examine
himself, and se let bim eat." Was net tho
Apostie evidently writing with a direct
reference te the abuses which had crept inte
the éhurch at Corintlil ' Yet who limit. tho
obligation cf the precept te the Corinthian
Christians ? la no, self.exaniination irn-
meffletely before weé take our place nt the
Communion table a duty enforccd upon al
Christians in ail ages, though enjoined ne-
where else in tue saine connection in the
New Testament'? "U 1pon the wbole tut,
té quote the words o? a distinguisîed
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