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'Frs Br-itish tiid F oreign ; ]3y John Smith, A. L. S.

The wcII-known. ex-eurator of~ the Royal gardens, Kewv, has
latcly publislied this niost, useful fine ianual; intendcd prinîarily
to assist fbŽrn cultivators, it is nievertlieless valuable also to
botanists. Rie gives a v'cry interesting history of the introduction
of exotie ferns into European gardons; ani e:,say on the genera of
lbrns and tlieir classification; an enuincration of the ferns at pre.-
sent cultivatcd, and very full instructions on thii cu1tivaýtion.
Mr. Siniith's miode of classification aiims to be natural and lus
tendency is to miultiply genera, unduly. I-is caunicration. extends
to 1084 species (nicarly hiaif of those known to science) ; lie gives
inany synonynis, a, referenic to the best descriptions and euîgrav-
ings in standard wvorks, and wood-cut illustrations of tluc gcncra.
Sir Williani iooker reeently said of our autiior

"The formation of this fine collection .[of cultivatcd ferns in
"Kew gardons] is iainly due to the exertions and ability of Mr.
"Johin Smnith. 1-is know'ledge of fcrns and bis writings upon
"thein, justly entitie Iiua to rank aniong the nost distinguishced
"Pteridologists of the present day."

Mr. Smnith gives us, northcrni North Amiericans, no eredit for
haigthe following ferns in our native flora:

Phiegopteris rhoetica. (the Polypodiumi alpestre of British
botanists), w'hichi is found on the castern side of the Rocky Moun-
tains, ; Dryopteris Theclypteris, one of our comitionest ferns;
Polystichiuni Lonchitis, which lias a wide range and is locally
plentiful; Scolopendriuini vulgare, whichi is local 'but also abun-
dant ; Aspleniuîn IRutta-muraria, whicli is found in aIl the neighi-
boriiig States, as flur wvest as Michigan and further south than
Virginia; A. viride, wvhich ranges front Newfoundland to the
llocky Mountains, and pcrhaps thence to the Pacifie Ocean; anid
A. septentrionale, not uncoimmion on tlue iRocky Mountains. We
learu nothing of our author's, views on Woodsia; lie gives only
two species, Ilvensis and hyperborca, and gives North Amierica
credit for neither of them; inoreover bis wvood-cut, whicli is said
to be a frond of Ilvensis, is uninistakeably hyperborea, as we
understand that, species.

Vie believe the following to be Lad species -Asp;enium

Miehauxii is A. Pilix-foeunina, one of the miost variable of ferns;
Cystea tenuis is nierely a, forrn of the protean C. fragilis ;
Aspidiumn atomarium. should have been rcfcrrcd to C. bulbifera ;
Osniunda spectabilis is not separable from 0. rega lis, nor dees our
Onoclea Struthiopteris differ fromn the Europeani forin. Onoclea
gracilis, and Ophioglossuin pedunculosunt are unknown to us.
Mr. Smith's arrangement of thue followingr species of the genus
Dryopteris (or Lastrea) is not uuderstood by us. le places Ame-
rican plants thus : Filix-mas, reinotu, rigida, ilarginalis, Goldiana,
dilatata, cristata, intermedia, spinulosa. Vie look on their affinities
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