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a -nc Masýachusetts add to fliec«vidence. The quiet 1-i1rche by
the ontnen fo flc rgular sucoession and iiidistur-bed cond'-

tion of the rocks of the Silurian, Devoniani, andl Carboniferous
formations, shows that ia neithier of thiese agres couli sucli vast
resuits of roetamjorphic action an(d ipheaval have takzen place.

Thle Iengyth of timec occupied by this revolution. is beyon4
estimate. Every vestige of the ancient Carboniferous llfe of the
continent disappearcd before it. In Europe, ai Perinian Pcriod
paisscd, with its varied life ; yet America, if we înay trust nega-
tive evi(lencc, stili reînained desolate. Tlie Triassie Period next
had its profusion of living bcings in. Europe, and ovei twvo thon-
sand feet of rock ; Ainerica througli ail, or tili its latter Portions,
wvas stili a blank :not tili near thec begyinning of the Jurassic
Period do wve find any traces of ncw% life, or even of another
rock above the Catrboniferous.

What better evidence conld we have thian the history of the
oscillations of the surface froin the earliest Silurianl to the close
of the, Carboniferous Age, and the final cresting, of the series in
this Appalachian revolution, that the great features of the con-
tinent had been inarkIed out froni the earlicst tiîne ? Even la
the Azoic, the saine northeast and soutlîwcst trend îniay bc ob-
served in aorthern, New Yoilk and beyond Laze, Superior, s1how-
ingy that, aithough the course of the great Azole lands wvas partly
cast and wcst, thc saine systein of (lynainies that characterized.
succceding ages iras thon to soine extent apparent.

The, first event la. the records aller the Appalaclhian revolution
-was thie grathering up of the, sands and rolled fragments of the
ery.stallized rocks and schists along thte Atlantic border into
beds ; not over the whole surface, but in certain valleys, which
lie parallel with the Appalachian, chiain, and %Yliiel were evi-
dently a resuit of the foldings of that revolution. The beds are
the, red sandstoncs and shales, whichi stretch on for one mudred.
and twenty miles la the Connecticut valley :and similar strata
occur in southeastern Ncw-York, in -Newr Jersey, Vigiinia, North
Carolina and Nova Scotia. Thiese longf vallcys are believed to
have beea estuaries, or cisc river courses.

The period of these deposits is rcgrarded ns the carlier Juras.
sic by Professor W. B3. R~ogers. Dr. H3itchcock supposes a por-
tion of the preceding or Triassie Period ta be representcd.

*This Red Sandstonc, after being knowa for-a whvifle under the mine cf
Old Red Saindstone," was long callecith l "New Red S.andstene," it beiug
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