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the whole, we are wi1ling to aecept this view as at least one lead-
ing idea to bc expressed by orders in the animal kingrdomn.

4. Families are eharacterised by general external formn; and
here we se tio reason to differ froin our anthor. Tf le famiily is
in short one of the most obvions and ensily recognised relation-
shiips amoung aniniais, is almost instinctively pierceived by us, and
on titis very accouint should have inuch mure attention given to,
it in systematic Zoulogy timan it bias yut received, as one of the
most iuseful aids in thie determination of species.

"IUnlesq, tîmen, formn be toe vague an eliemnrt to characterise any
kind of natnral groups in the aninial kingdoin, it niust constitute,
a prominent feature of families. 1 have already remnarked, thiat
ordeors and families arc the groupa upon whichi zoolog-,i.ste are
least argreed, and to tlie study and characterising of wliich they
have paid lenst attention. Docs this net arise simiply from the,
faet, that, on the one, band, the differenco betwveen ordinal ana
class characters lias not bcen under.tood, and only assumed to bo.
a difference of degree; and, on the other band, tîmat the import-
ance of the form, as the promninent cliaracter of families, lias bees
entirely overlooked? For, thougli se fewv natural famnilies of
animais are well charaeterised, or charactevised at nIl, we cannot
open a modern treatise upon any class of aniniais without fiuding,
the genera ihore or lehs natural!y grouped together,. under the
heading of a generie nainu mith a termination in idoe orinoe idi-
cating family and sub-lamily distanctions; and mnost of tbiese
groups, however unequal in absolute value, are really natural
groupa, thougli far frum designating al%%a ys natural familles,
being as often ord 'ers or sub-orders, as fammilies or snb-families.
Yet they indicate the fâcility there is, almost without stndy, to
point out the intermediato natural groups between the classes and
the genera. Tfhis arises, in xny opinion, from the fact, that fanuilý
resemblance in the animal kingdum is most strikingly expressed
in the general form, and that foria is an element whidi falls inost
easily under our perception, even whien thie observation is made
superficially. But, at the saine time, form, is most diffilnt te.
deseribe accuratcly, and hence the imperfection of tuost of our
family characteristics, and the constant substitution for sncb.
eharacters; of features which are not essential to the famnily. To
prove the eorrectuiess of this view, I would only appual to tme
experience of every nitumalist. 'Wbeu wu sec new animals, doee
not the first glance, that is, the first impression made impon ns by


