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you know: Bless you other folks' can
quote besides you.” He surveyed me as
hesaid this with an_air, I thought, of
quite superfluous significance.

“Twaddle, mbecxhty, tiresome lectures
trite moralizing, common-places, balder-
dash, jargon, tom-foolery, slipslop, palaver,
drivel ; that’s the diet you've been rec-
comending me. Has it-done me good?
How do I look? " Sick? IN¥

“Bick and ill,” I said.

“(Can you- wonder? How would you
have liked it yourself! After allfyou
know I'm only human, 2 man and a bro-
ther—that kind Jof thing.© Do I look
dyspeptic?’ - E

“You-do,” ¥ answered, frankly.

#Is:it -surprising? Think what you
and’ such as you have ‘made me- under:

" «But what would you have me do m
the {iture? .

.-“’Spare:me. - Have séme. mercy, :somé
little:consideration.. You’ve-overdone :it,
indeed you have. The (eneral Readér
has his limits: Hisback will only bear
a.certain burdén; and. I declare Just now,

if you put another* volume on it, though!

but a-thin duodecimo, ‘it will give-way as
shure as fate: Don’t then.
learned, you know. Hevdosen's set. up
for'b’eing. of .much account ; but as a rule;
the.General Reader’s willing, and: can 'be)
fairly'smused-at a cheap rate. But.dont
overload him, don't -over-drive: him, and
above all, dont; over<cudgel him. If you
do, he'll only drop.”

“¢I.am willing,” I said, « mdeed X amn
miost anxious-to serve: you, and please
you,-ifi yow'll only show.me how.”

. “Its very-simple. "When your going|;
to write:of this or that, that .it's ‘certain|.
t0 entertain. the General Reader,” just
think if it redlly is so certain; ask your-
self whether it entértained: yow, and:then
consider whethér,:in/truth, it-willi-enter-
tain Aim. Think, also, how many other

people may,. ab the' same momet, ‘be{®

writing and recommending, other thmgs
oertain to-entértain the General’ Reader.
Angd the same’ with Wwhat's" erudite, -and
valuable, and intereresting. I've got to
dread all those* terms, They make me
shiver and turn -goose-flesh: all over:

Generally speaking, indeed, draw it mild,

He isn't|

or I won't answer for the -consequéences.

Spare, the General Reader ; the hasn’t
deserved the treatment .he -hag received
at the hands of yow.and yourdot. Think
of the life-you've led.me. . Surely I.de
servea little consideration”

' He pauséd;, and for a monient I folt
myself unablé 'to ' make -kim -any reply.
I muged over what “he~Lad  béon saying:
Tt did oceur to.ine that “possibly there
was some reason in his complaint, .and
that of late years there had beén rather
what he calléd <4 dead-sét” mide ‘at whe
General Reader? "

“But_you -skip' a go6d 'deal; T sup-
pose P I said, presentl .

s Sklp’l I'should think T did. There
had-béen an end of me’long’ ‘agg if T' had
not skipped. But even sk1ppmg's trying
whén you have-to do much ‘of “it. 'I've
skx ped -sometintes -until* T'd’ ‘hardly &

rehth left in my body; or stremgth in
my fingers'to turn a leaf: T owe much
to skipping, I admxt s but oné oan't’ be a)-
ways slkipping.' T dont think I ‘néed
trouble you .any more just now,” ‘he -ad-
‘ded; after a minute’s silence.
“You're very, good S ) sa.ld
Tate.”

-« Qnly beax ie: T mmd and'urge upon
others to deal’ forbeanng[y with me in’
the future. Please use-all your i influerice
to achieve that result Publish ‘what T
have told you i yon like?

“Do you think it would'entertain the
Geenéral’ Reader{” I'enqmmd. '

He groanéd. “ You aré hard upon-yie

still,”] hosaid. Upon my-word you are.
Bub——-msk it. ‘Tt may' do some good,

“It is

| At the worst, it will be but one more drop

in the; éup, Yes‘, risk'it”

"I passed my hands across my tn'ed
eyes; thinking how I could give literary
shape, to, his conversation. . When I
looked up. he had gone, . Hehad not even,
said good-night. His depa.rture had been
ag noiseless a8 his entry.

However, I have followed his counsel
I haye risked; 1t .
The younoer Dumas (the elder, too,A
gince his father's death), and several:other
literary Parisians; talk of living in:Italy
until their-country’s trowbles are settled.




