
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

afraid t acknowlecdgc it, whcn wc canmot do at class of work anid
do it right. Wc should be frank andi hnest with our patients. and
if thcy wish for a class of work we do not or cannot do, tell thci so,
,%nd assist themi to get what they want by sending tlicm to some
ecliable dcntist, who Cdoes that class of work • in doing this wc
simîiply act the part of honest men, and do not degrade ourselvCs
iii the class of work wc do. Tlerc should be such an interchangc
of courtcsics and acquaintances tlat wc can scnd patients to reli-
able honest nic for such work.

DENTAL ETHICS,*

y Di E, E. McGovIýN, Vcrgenncs, Vcrlont.

Several years ago, whcn t was appointed onc of a committec ta.
revise our By-laws and Code of Ethics, I had no idea that I
should again be callcd upon to discuss the subject, and ccrtainly
would not do so niow were it not for an urgent requcst from the
Chairman of your Executive Committec, to whose instruction I
Ciwe mny carliCst idcas of dental ethics.

Were I to enter into a discussion of tic particulars of our every
day practice, I should wveary you in repeating what you already
know ; thercfore, I shall confine myself to a gencral view of the sub-
ject. In arranging a code, your connittec werc filiccl with the
enthusiasm of a ncw undertaking, and cndcavored to fix a standard
sufficiently high to dignify a profession still young in ycars, ancd
with sufficient latitude to plcasc the nost liberal. Whatever our
measure of succcss, your convention accepted our work, and the
code, as then adoptedc, lias been our standard silice.

While I would not take the position of a carping critic. it seeins
to me pertinent, in this twenty-first ycar of our organization, to
ask, Have we maintained that standard ? Have wc excccded that
latitude ? A brief review may be in order here. That code seems
to me to consider our duty to ourselves, our duty to each other, our
duty to our patients. Our duty to ourselves demands that we
make the most of our environment. Thie varying circumstances
surrounding each onc must make individual and personal, rather
than gencral, rules necessary. We must ail agree that a most
important factor in our success, and the first duty ve owe ourselves.
is the securing of a good general education. Unfortunately, until
within a few ycars, this lias not been considered strictly necessary
to the making of a good dentist. Even some of our best colleges.
matriculated after very superficial examinations. It is gratifying
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