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Having ground and articulated the teeth, wax and invest one
sct. By the time the sccond set is waxed and invested the first
will be ready to wash out and pack ; when this is done the sccond
will be ready and may be washed out and packed while the first is
heating preparatory to being closed ; while they are vulcanizing
other work may be gone on with.

Much material may be wasted. It is an casy matter to mix
twice as much plaster as is needed for an impression or investment.
A case may be waxed much thicker and covering more space than
is required for the plate, making a waste of rubber and time in
finishing up. Much gold may be wasted in finishing gold plates,
crowns or bridge-work. Often much more solder is used than is
necessary for the strength or finish of the piece. In finishing gold
work, if dry corrundum or carborundum stones are used while
grinding down the solder and the piece held over a paper or other
receptacle, or if wet stones are preferred, or bowl containing water
be used to wet the stone and wash off the piece occasionally, one
will be surprised at the accumulation of grindings. The fine sand-
paper or emery cloth used for rubbing down gold work and the
strips and disks used in finishing gold fillings should be saved and
burned and the ashes preserved. Sheet wax may be easily and
economically made. Quite a saving of gas may be made by
watching carefully the heaters and waxing burners. [t is quite
possible to make the gas bill what it need be. Great waste may
be made in the careless mixing of cement and amalgam. One not
infrequently sees more cement remaining upon the mixing slab, or
more amalgam upon the bracket, after the operation than was used
in the fillings themselves. All amalgam scrap should be saved, as
it is easily refined and recut. Sweepings of the operating room
and laboratory could profitably be kept, as they are readily bought
by the refiners. I have heard of old carpets off operating rooms
being sold for more than enough to purchase new ones. [ have
never been able to negotiate au exchange so favorably. Possibly
because I have my carpet beaten twice a year ; but I have often
intended having it rolled up and opened out upside down upon
sheets and so beaten, to preserve the gold finished off fillings; |
feel that it would be a paying precaution. Rubber dam which has
become too full of holes to make it safe to use, may be made as
good as ever by patching the holes with a little of itself rubber
cement. Towels used for protecting the patient’s clothing are
worn out more by laundrying than by use. They may be used
much longer without being laundered if, instead of wiping our
instruments upon them while operating, we wipe them upon a
mouth napkin, which answers every purpose and which costs relat-
ively nothing. In the use of nerve broaches we may be extrava-
gant. We may buy them at $3 or less per gross, or we may pay



