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THE CANADA FTARMER.

A Rane Pt - The Jonlom ‘Gard n deseribes
the Godwinia gigas, Iately fn frll flover for the first
tinte in that” country Ititen a=oil, with s very
Targo leaf and flower,” The fhnwwer, ormer properly,
pathe, wag nearly 2 £t Long amla ot and a half
w circumference, on a stem only 18 inches hugh. 1t

came from Nicaragua, where it is stated the petiole
is often 10 feet long.

Frenstay, oM Svrn—-According to the Rural
Nw Yorker, may be cesy propagated it theoseed l)ods
ar allowed to reman on the plant until they fall off,
laying them aside for a tew days until they begmn to
Joeay, and then washing from the puip. Sown
satted leaf-roould and sand, and cighth of aninch deep,
water, and as the plont becomo larger, changoe to
larger pots, 'Fhe scedlngs usually vary widely trom
the original,

Tur “SMiLsx.”~-Peter Henderson says that this

Nant (winch s the Mursiphythun asparagouvles, be-
Ionging to tho natural order Smilrcs ) has hecomo so
extensively cultivated wathin o few years, thatgreen-
Tiouses devoted to itin New York and Boston cover a
surface of 20,000 feet, and that Jarge nunbers besides
are grown as window plants,  We may add thatits
resemblance to the wyrtle (wWhence 1ts name) gives it
it s popularity, and 1t ig well adapted to house culture,
flourishing at a temperature of 50 to 75°, aud doing
well in shade.
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THE FRUIT GARDEN.

M. I. Bateham, Secrotary of the Ohio Horticultural
Society, and residing near the shore of Lake rie,
where the climate is very similar to thut of Southern
Ontario near tho same Lake, giscs the followmyg
account of the newcer varieties of rasplberraes,

Herstine —thus_far hardy and produstive, amd a
strong grower.  Not yet sufticiently tested.

Clarke--hardiest of Antwerps; rampant grower,
asnd must bo cut back msummer,  roductive - it
large and high-flavored.

Parnell—not quite g0 hardy as the Clarhe
a slight protection or shelter.

Belle de Fontenay 3 idded, Lot sunvser, bmieato
the end of October,

Philaddphia—most productive on vich eml, hermes
rather soft, and not high flavured, and 1t dill cotor
a great defeet. It suffered for the first tune trom the
severe winter last year.

Blackeaps.—Doolittle for carly, followed Ly Mauo-
moth Cluster, are the P'est. Davison’s Thornho s not
«0 productive as Doolittle, and 1s searely carlier.
Mammoth Cluster would be queen of Blacheaps, it
were not rather soft to ship long distanees,  The
common Mami ships better.

Chapman is a new Blackeap o«f Tagh promuse, and
may be identival with Kentucky Mannnoth,

Kirtland has succeeded will in nearly all part. of
the State, but caunot be shupped to distant-naarkets:
the same with the Clarke,

Alr. Batcham furnishes the Rural New- Yorler the
following actual measurcments of the crps onasingle
bush of several varicties :
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THE FLOWER GALDEN.

Curorts Raprara.~A singularly elegant po-cunial
grass s chlons radiata.  When bloommyg the stalks
rise to a height of from 10 to 12 mches, having flower
seapes up it a slender stem, radiating honizontally
from the extremitics of cach seape, like the concen-
tric, spokes of a wheel. This plant is o native of
Last }ndics, though termed a perennizl, this grass
can only be treated successfully in this comntry by
being sown annually in spring, with such after treat-
ment as half-hardy annuals reqmre, — 7% Farwmer.

Dr. Jeannel, a French horticulturist, Ligldy recom-
mends the following : —Nitrate of ammonay, 400 parts ;
In-phosphate of ammonia, 200, mirate of potassa,
"56, s chloride of ammonium, 50 ; sulphate of lune,
60 ; sulphate of iron, 40.  These ingredicuts wro pul-
verized, well mixed, and kept in well closed dry bot-
tles. Sixty-five grains of this mixture are dissolved
in one quart of water, and to each plant anpots or m
npen ground) is_given weekly a dose of from 400 to
1,200 grains. It is best to pour the hgwd in the
saucers in which the pet is placed.
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Perrrer Rosgs.—Peter Hendorson, (in the Agri-
culrurise,) in allusion to tho fact that all the good
quabitica of fragrance, beauty, hardiness, and conttant |
Vlomming, wie hiub to Lo found in one 10se, quotes the
vonly of a ticnman niighbor, who camo to lm in!
great imtation, and said, *' I have so much drouble
wid do Jadies when dey comes to buy mino rose ; dey
wants him hardy, dey wants him doubles, dey wants
him movldly, dey wants him fragrand, dey wants
Wim wico gouler, Jdey wants him eberydings in_onc
roxe 1 bave somedimes say to dat ladics : Madam,
I never often sees dat ladies dat was beautiful, dat
was rich, dat was pood tember, dat was younget, dat
was clever, dat was herfection, in one ladics. ~ 1 sces
her much not !
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Arranging Flowers for Bougquets,

1t is an art, requiring no small degree of taste and
shill to armmugoe cut flowers so as to form an attractive
bouyuet for the vaso or Lasket. 1t is something, too,
which comes to ono intuitively, and it can hardly be
deseribed in words, However, it may bo said in
general that the mors wvsely and unconfused flowers
are antanged, the better, Urowdimg s especially to be
avoided, amd to accomyLi<h this, a good base of green
of diffcrent varieties iz neceded to keep the flowers
apart. ‘T'his filling up isa very important part in
bouquct making, and tho veglect of it is the greatest
stumblivg-block to tho uninitiated.  Spikes and
drooping tlowers, with branches and sprays of delicate
green, are of nbsolute necesvity in giving grace and
beauty to a vase bouguct.  Flowers of similar size,
furm and culur ought never to be placed together.
Small flowers should never be massed together.
Large flowers, with green leaves or branches, may be
used to advantage alone, but 2 udicious contrast of
forms is most cfleetive.

Avoild anything liko formazlity or stifpcse. A
bright tendril or spray of vine can bo used with good
cffeet, 1f allowed to wander over and around the vase
as it wille Certain tlowers assort well only in familics,
and are mjured by mixmg.  Of these are balsams,
holly-hucks, sweet peas, cte.  The former produce a
very pretty offeet if lplaccd upon a shallow oval dish
wpon the centre table.  No ornament is go appropris
ate for the dirner table or mantlo as a vaso of
tlowcrs , and if you expect visitors, by all means cut
the finest houquet your garden will produce, and
place it in the room they are to oceupy. It wall tell
of your regard and affectionate thoughtfulness ina
e foraible and appropriate manner than you could
find words to express. If a small quantity of spirits
uf camphor is pleced in the water contained in the
vase, the color and freshness of the flowers will
reman for a much longer pertod.  Thus prepared, we
have had flowers to keep a week, and at the end.
L quute fresh and brght.— The Maine Parnter,
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‘Window Flower Boxes.

Given fiush mosses, and leaves, afew trailing crecpers
and a spike or two of flowers, and the effect must be
charming, whether franced in ename! or zinc, in cbony
or deal.  And for those who are ambitious only of
effeet, there are a dozen cheap and feasible methods of
sceuring it.  The box may be of tin, painted or of
comton v hite pine, stained and oiled, with a strip
of mwouliding, or a few hichens and fir cones tacked on
by way of ornament. Or, prettier still, it may be
turned into a rustic affair by covering it with narrow
Lorizontal Iengths of rough-barked wood or virgin
cork. Dirch boughs or laurcl, or both alternating,
will answer, halved lengthwise with the saw, and
cut into scctions to fit the box, tho shelf which sup-
ports it being edged with the same.

Or a gayly-colored affair may be mado with-narrow
stnps of oil-cloth, finished off with wooden mouldi
at top and bottom, a sct pattern heing chosen o
bright solid colors, like the tiles which are so much
in vogue for more expensive arrangements.  In either
case, unless the window-still is of unusual width,
a strong wooden shel{ must bo adjusted in the recess
to support the box and tho edge which fronts the
room must be ornamented to match.

The ono essentizl of window gardening is sunshine.
That sccured, the rest is easy. A south window
with a shade which can be raised or Jowered at plea-
suro is best. The box provided and’ the shelf set,
heginoperations by a bottom layer of brokén char

coal. 1tit well to have the lzrger plants in pots,
Yoth for convenlenca of xcmoval and to obriate tho
need of Lox dramage, whieh 1 a tioublesonro thung
ma pator, Sud the pots on the top of the charconl,
arrangmg according to fancy, but keep the taller
plants m the mddle.

Freo hardy ploomers, such as fuchsias, somo 10803,
and geraniums~—scarlet, roso and white—carnations,
Chineso primroses, do better in the louse, ns a
geueral thing, than tropical furns and begonias which
aro so temptingly beautiful in conscrvatories and
perish so quickly out of them, One or two foliago
plants will also e pretty, and two or threo Cierman
and Lnglish ivies. Fillin aronnd the pots with light
friable soil, one-fifth gand, and smooth the top over
20 a8 to cover the pols. Into tho interstices you may
tuck smaller plants—mignonette, lobelia, corastium,
sweeb alyraum, jonquil bulbs, ivy, geranium, money-
wort. ‘There ghould be an Amere a creoper to arch
tho window.

Last of all cover the surface with mosses frenh
from the woeds, amid the 10ots of which will 1
tangled all ports of sweet wild things,  Water well,
andsprinkle the surfaco every day with a fino ro.c
or whisk broom. Laterin tlu} £cason, as sorxo plint
grows yeilow or ¢ ull, you can Jift it out and carefully
insert a new one—n tall spiked heath, or a baby
cactus ; and the sudden brightening of the whole,
by virtue of tho addition, will startlo you into fresh
pleasure, liko the lovely surprises of thespring.  The
water uscd for the plants should be tempered slightly
whea the weather 1s very cold.—Xo.

Measuring the Height of Trees,

In his tale of ** NMonsienr Violet,” vaptamn Marryatt
tells us, ay an insiance of the great aptitude fur ap-
Ylying simple rules possessed by the Shoshene

ndians, that when they desiro to measure the Leight
of a tree at any time when ity shadow was east onihe
ground, they used to place a stick of a given langth
into the ground, and then ealeulating the difference
tween thelength of its shadow and sts actual height,
and applying tho samo to the sbhadow of the tree,
they ascertained its correct height, thus unknow-
ingly working out a sum in_tho rwle of three. Any
person, however il}-informed, mighd casily get at the
exact height of a tree when the sun shines, or durin
bright moonlight, hy marking two lines on the groun
three feet apart, and then pfacing in the ground on
tho line ncarcst to tho sun astick that shall stand
exactly three fect out of tho soil.  When the ends of
the shadow of tho stick exactly touches the further
line then also the shadow of the tree will bo exactly
in length the same measurcment as its height,  Of
course in sucha case the sun will be at an exact angle
of 45°. Measurements of this character could bebest
effected in the summer, when the sun is powerful,
has reached to » goodheight in the heavens,and when
the trees are clothed with lising green 8o as to cast a
dénse shadow. To many to whom this idca might
not havoe oceurred, it might be made annually a mat-
ter of inferest, thus on warm summer days to teko
the height of prominent trees, and so to compare
notes of growth from year to year.

Awful Prediction (igncemi;g the Vintage in
rance,

A lenrned Theban named Louis Barrault hes
siartled the Irench wine-growers by his prophecies
respecting the failure of the vintage from the frost
that muy be ecpecied in the approaching spring. He
commences his prediction by saying :—*‘ According
to the obscrvations suade by me during the course of
s ]_m;% period, and tho experience that hus never de-
ceived mo for more than seventy years, this is what
will happen in the spring of 1575, In the first place,
the fructification of the vine will be cxceeuingly
scanty and meagre. Sccoadly, the vines will e
frozen in the spring, in the same manner that they
were frozen last year, and even more extensively and
generally. ‘The summits of tke hills and tho vine-

with an eastern and southern aspect, will form
a partial exception, and suffer only in tho lower half,
whilst thoso Jooking to the north and west will be
mont injured by the frost, the result being. a very
short crop of mediocre ‘ﬁuality. Last year I pre-
dicted that the vines would suffer everywhere, on
tho hé&ghts as well as in tho valleys, and on the level
ground of the plains. My prediction has been amply
veritied ; for e{ were frozen in_whole districts in
the month of March, because February had becn®
niild, snd causcd the sap to rise prematurely, so that

they could not cacape injury from the sg g frosts
when they n to shoot, g?cc:all in the low-lying
vineyards 'herefore 1 advise t{e proprietors ot

vineyards to take such timely messures for their
protectian as they may have at their command,”



