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vantage, but they prefer to import their
grass seeds from year to year, as required,
from the best English houses in the teads,
rather than grow any themselvea, for they
have no land nor time to apare in grow-
ing a few bushels of seed, when they can
buy to much more advantage in Britain,
The average coat of the beat grase seed in
Britain seldox goes beyond 1s. to 1s. &d.
sterling per pound at retail, aud for our
dealers to charge 70c. to $1 per pound
for the same seed is simply prohibitory,
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Drying Hay and Grain by Artificial
Means.

In our last issue we published exiracls
from & letter which had been written Ly Mr.
Robert Neileon, of Halewood, Liverpoo),
Eogland, on this subject Itisa very inter.
esting one, and will bear further discussion,
notso much because it is likely to be much
used in Canada, &3 because . opens a new
field for enquiry in agricultural matters. We
all know that when hay is put together in the
stack in too green or too wet & state it will
heat greatly, and ia some cases burn or char
alt the centre of the atack black. Most of our
old country readers will recollect hayricks
in this state, which shows so plainly when
the stack is cut down in halves by the cut-
ting knife used for that purpose in the old
country. All must bave remarked, too,that the
outside portious of such ricks are perfectly
good. It used to be said that when the hay
wag not actually ieduced to charcoal or a
cinder that it was excellent food for fatting
cattle. When the dampness has not been
sufficicut to caunse this combuation, but hag
been too great, the bay is monldy and dusty,
but it is always dry.

All prudent farmers in Eagland, in a damp
or catching time conatruct their yicks and
stacks, and even the mows in the barn, with
one or more chimney holes made by embed.
ding » large baskut—there called a « Willy
—ia the stack, building the hay in tight
round it, and lilting it a8 often as the bay
came near the top.  Oihers use large sacks
stuffed with straw to make the holesor
chimueys, as Mr. Neilaon did, and where
these precantions were taken the stacks and
mows were considered as safe from over.
heating. .

Itis, therefore, clear that there is a poin
up to which the natural heating of the bay,
straw, &¢., is of good service, and is moat
useful in dryiog the hay, &c. Beyond that
poiat, over-dampness produces mischief. If,
therefore, fn packing wet or green wheat-
sheaves into the stack or barn, care is taken
to leave interstices between the sheaves by
packing them across in several places 20 as
to leave chimneys, no harm would happen
from over-heating, particularly if in building
ihe stack or mow proper channels were left
at the bottom to these chimneys 80 as to en-
sure s good supply of airbhelow. The heated

ais in the chimneys wonld then rive, and be
replaced hy the fresh air coming in under
and through the passages 1eft for that pur-
pose, and a thavough ventilation would be
secured.

Tbe same prineiple is made use of in the
storing of grain In largo elevators— the grain
becomes slight!'y warm. and considerable
evaporstion tukes place—the bins of grain
are at this print let down through the sponts
to the elevating machinery and elevated, and
a new bin filled. By the time this is accom
plished another bin is ready to be operated
upon, and thus the eutire grain is dried with
its own natural heat, and finally rendered fit
for shipinent, while the same grain, if shipped
before this process had taken place, would
have becn totally apoiled. Everything put
together in large massos hents more or less,
and in hay, &e., this naturul phenomenon
can, with judgment, be turned to a most use-
fal account,
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Experiments with Superphosphate of
Lime.

Mr. Lyman Call, of East Durbam, sends a
short aceount of ssine  experimen:s with an-
perphosphate of lime on various crops. e
applied this mannre to portions of a fleld of
potutoes, leaving rows unmanured to note
the diference,  The guantity used was about
one barrel Lo an acre, and it was applied in
the hills, about a 1able-spoonful {0 each hill.
The manured portion exhibited a marked su-
periotity over the other iu vigour of stalk
during the period of growth, and at harvest
Yyielded one-third more than the nnmannred
rows. In experimenting with the same ferti-
lizer on meadows, be comes to the conclu-
sion that a barrel of superpbusphate will in-
crease the hay crop by usmuch as a ton to the
acre. On wheat be found less marked advan.
tages, and Dbelieves that saltis preferable in
this case, u<ing about two and a half bushels
of sult ty the acre.

Early Rose Rotting.

(To the Editor.)

Sir,~—A great deal has appeared in the
pablic papers, in those devoted to general
news a8 well ad thuse confised bo agricultare,
and cognate topics, concerning the good qua-
lity and great produciiveness of the Early
Rose potats. It is therefore all the more
necessary thatinformation af a different cha-
racrer concerning tl.e new variety should not
be withhield. It bas not "appeared from any
public statement which I have seen thay this
potato was liable to rot. My experience,
therefore, a3 it bears on this point, may not
be without value. 1 planted this spring four
pounds of these potatoes, which I treated in
all respecis the same a3 some Early Good-
rich pl .uted alongside of them. When taken
up about a month ago, I roughly estimated
the quantity at four bushels, and on trisl

found them to be of first rate quality, The
Early Goodrich yielded, I thought, a little
better, but were not so good In quality.
When first dug [ found a very few rotten
ones amonwzat the Euly Rose, whioch were
left on the ground, and only those apparently
sound were put in the ccllar, on a Jargw
shelf, spread out so that thuy wers not more
than six inches deep. Aficr a time I discov-
ered that there wore more showing signs of
rotling, and about a week since 1 had them
picked over, when thiere were abont three
pailfuls found to be more or Jess decuycd and
putsid.  The Eatly Goodrich were not taken
up till some time after the Eurly Rose; more
were found to be rotten at the time of dig-
ging, but fewer have decayued in the cellur.
Both varicties have rotted much worae than
the Garnet Chili. Ind¥ed, I cannot say that
[ have seen a siogle one of that variety rotien
out of about ten bushels.

To those who may be desivous of trying
their luck in an attempt to preduce new and
improved varieties from the seed, it may be
of usc to know that very nice plants may
often be found in the spring on ground
where polatocs have dropped their seed-
balls the previous fall, and tbat these can
readily be transplanted. I have this scazon
raised from such plams a number of pota-
toes three inches in longlb, and o few even
larger. Some were allowed to remain be-
tween the rows of eld cariots, where they
came up, and even under these unfavourable
conditions produced tubers of a fair size.

W.0. K

Whitby, Oct. 21, 1869.

Frosty Lands.

One of the greatest peculiavities about Ca-
nadian lands is the liability to local frosts,
and these frosts are so exceedingly local as
to be puzzling in-the extreme. Ifa farm,
after betg cleared up, proves to be frosty,
the sooner the owaoer sells it and goes to
another, the better. 1t may, and most likely
will, amend in a few years, but in the mean-
time the owner will bave spent and wasted
time on it to a poor purpose, which, if apent
on a good place, would pay for the freehold.
It is doubtless havd for any man, after he has
goue through the hard labour of clgaring up
a place, to abandon it; but he bad bater do
o0 than remain, if it proves to be {rosty.

There ars many reasons given for this
scourge, and an endless diversity of opinion,
hut all agree that the only profitable nuse
which can be made of a frosty place is to get
it down intopasture, and depend on the dairy
and graziog for returns.

8ome persons blawme the black mucky soil
which is so predominaant in some pluces;
others say that it is owing to the place heing’
too flat and level and in the neighbonrhood
of swamps. Dut whatever the reason is, it is
clear that it is only a matler of ene or two
degrees of beat by the thermomeler which
makes the difference belween a place that is
frosty and ane that is not. Perhaps the most




