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Perhaps in no breed is the operation of this law more
visibly manifèsted than in Spanish.

The lost character of the original progenitors of the pres-
ent white-face Spanish was, as I have alrcady hinted in my
first paper, a red face ; and the simple act of mating two
birds, however individually perfect, will, if they belong to
widely unrelated strains, give their progeny a powerful
impulse to revert to the objectionable red face, and also to
other characteristics which are condemned by the existing
standard of perfection.

Here, then, we probably have an explanation of our tyro's
perplexing failure ; while carefullv choosing the best birds
he could buy, he made the fatal mistake of sclecting them
from entirely alien strains. le may, it is truc, in time
eradicate the mischief by crossing back to one of the origin-
al strains.

Olf course it is occasionnall nercssar to mt*rodcnew

weather, they speedly outstrip those hatched carlier, and
ultimately develop into much finer birds.

Seven or eight liens is a good number to put with a cock-
erel ; while four, or a. most five, will, as a rule, be
enough for a cock of two or threc years.

A Spanish cock in his third*or fourth year, especially if he
has been much shown, is very rarcly of use except in fine
and warm wcather, and is therefore not to be relied on for
early chickens. In fact, I do not recommend the keeping
of such birds, unless, of course, they can still hold their own
in the show-pen.

The combination of cockerels and pullets is decidedly
productive of thë least satisfactory offspring, which are
liable to weakness in the legs. A much better combination
is made up of cocks and liens in their second year. But
for the breeding of large and healthy chickens, I prefer to

blood, even after a breeder lias estab.ished a stran ; but by eration than their power of laying. Puits natcd witi a
good management this need only happen at very rare inter-
vals, If four or five pens are made up each year, the cock iIl a osonbrced hIftogether
resulting pullets and cockerels may the next year be so dis- t is wdrt oe te that i aocere berated bt t r
tributed that the individual relationship need not bec dult he oh re irill alo in he a pt-c-
too intimate, and so on for succeeding ea l i e instances, the cockerels are ost influenced bs. the doin-

Also, for once, I do not hesitate to mate . ating chatacteristics of the father ; and in the sahee ranner
own chicken, or a cock with his immediate offspring ; the pullets by the mother.
brothers and sisters, I do not consider it so wise to pair. Another important and interesting consideration for tle

Again, I have sometimes lent a promising cockerel to a
brother fancier for one or two years, and then, after his br e r aof the rela ienc e ofame cck ald in
relationship lad grown more personally reniote, re-introduced po thi p hogen As a genarl, in s n tie
him into my own yard. t h

When, however, new blood is absolutely necessary, it maers of size and general constitutional qualiis; wlilc the
advisable, if possible, to procure a cockerel or liens from a cack posseses rost influence over the "faîicy" points -sucli
person to whom you have in years past sold some of your as ti quality, etc. But it must not be too rashly assured
birds, so th. 'lie blood is not entirely alien. In any case, that tic hen lias little or notliig w do with tie latter points.
the introduction o pullets is preferable to that of cocks; and Acting in accordance with my helief ii tic general truth
this for two reast ns--the hen has the lcast influence on containcd in tle abov' statenents, I have made it a practice,
fancy points, and it her influence is for evil it ceases with mosUy with the best resuis, of putting a cockerci of very
herself. fine quality, even tlouglî lie lias bcen somewhat sînaîl in

To sun up. The beginner wil wiscly select his first face and size gcncrally, with large atd coarse liens. With
breedinz pen from birds of tl sanie strains ; the miore cx- an exactly reverse plan i have been less successful.
perieîîced breeder %vill flot capriciously imîport flesli blood, Tlîat because a lien lias an upriglit conib, like that of a
but only on t-are occasions, Miîen absolutely nccssary. ccck, slte nust neccessarily b ed cockrels with cxtraordi

Conîing now to the pt-opet- tirne for mating, 1 amui of at-y fine combs, is a mistaken notion wvlicli should be dis-
opinion tîat if early clickens arc required, the breedig plled. w o assume any suci thing is anaogous to two ao-
pens slould be made up as eatly in the ycat ts possible, surd assulption that an intensly masculine wonan must
or, better stili, at the beginning of Deceniber in the poe- necds be t moter of naely men An uptight coib i a
ceeding year. But uîlcss Spanish cikens arc specially de- ien is alnost a sexual defect ; and to suppose tat because
sired for exhibition in the suuier shows, it is better to the female encroaches upon ltie attributes of the male, those
delay liatching until te beginîing or muiddle pf April, w onen, attrihutes %vir be intensiid in her male o mspring, is hardly
unchccked in tîeir gt-owtl by uîtowatd conditions Af consistent with a belief in th hanonious wotking of Nature.


