T ever new needs and trzals and tempt‘ttwn

‘And what will be the end of it all ? Wlll
. it not be-the sad fp.llure ‘and- dlsappnmtmﬂnt
" which- must’ inevitably eore, when  living
men’ and women with human nature’s old, yet

. trust to the help and intercession of dead
’saints, ‘however pathetzc their - suftermgs
were or however worthy their -lives may

have been to ‘excite the mterest or’ zm:tatxon'

of. postenty ?

1t would “not be surprzsmg, then, if the
pllgnms transient glory all too soon fades.
i sure it was’ yeu I was loakmg for

: away, and the’ unlovely frults of self-mght-
: eousness and spiritual pmde b*;»and-by bégin
“to appear
will even descnbn hnn as ‘ worse tha.n b"-
fore.” ’

“Sti, for all this, long years after - 'that
auspicious day ‘of the pilgrim’s return, as
‘long, in fact as a forgetful posterity keeps
his name in’ remembrance, he will be spoken
of, especlally when it is desired to do bim
honor- or win a ‘favour from . him, as

‘Kérbélai’—the man who has visited- the.

holy shrine of the blessed Tmam, the pllgrxm

to Kerbela -

~ 'Kerbela is sixty miles from Beghdad; The
chiet ghrine in the city contains the tombs

of Husain ‘and his son’ Ali - Akbar.  The

shrine. sacred to Abbas, the younger st“p-

brother of Husain, is also there.

- The yearly number of pilgrims t6 nerbela.
from..Ispahan .and the -surrounding districts
-+ ig. yery.large; I.have neard. it estimated at

- 20,000, - If. infectious sickness is prevalent.

either - in Ispahan.and- the country. districts,.
or-in.the:neighboring Turkish.territory, the
mlgrunage is  occasionally prohibited.by the
Persianor:Turkish-Government for. fear of

the- mlgnms ‘spreading- the: disease. . -
-Both.men, and -women make pilg rlmages to
Kelhela often under c1rcumstances of great
hardslup and povezty, in the behef that all
theu .sins will ther eby be forglven them It
mvolves a Journe:f of . about twenty-elght
~c.ays, 450 mrles as the crow ﬂles, through a,
country where there are 1o, made roads,
much Jess, rallwa.vs, and those who c:mnot
afford to. keep -a pony, mule, or donkey to
ride must perforce go on foot. To the
privations :and fatigues of long marches and
the seventy cf the weather must .be added
th“ mere real peril of attacks by robbex
bands. .

The corpses of the dead are often exhumed
‘atter rep aining buried for some time to be
sent to Kerbela, to find their last restmg-
place in that sacred spot.. But the practice
of-sending the- relics of the dead to Kerbela’
has been found liable to grave abuse, the:
muleteers to whom they were entrusted too
often finding it more convenient to deposxt
their burdens in some lonely desert and save
thenizelves all .further trouble. -

-How. He Found it.

Among the benefactions to a popular
c¢lurch is a liberal endownment from a man

“whose name is well known. but not in con~
neetmn with churches or with Christian
work. The interest of this endowument is
‘to.Le devoteo to the fresh-air fund of the
church.

. The’ pastor, in showmg to a friend the
lonE Iist o? subscnbers to the iund said :

‘What do you think of that name ?’

‘It is 2 surpmse to know that such a-man
had a tender. spot in his heart How d1d
you. find it 7°

N In thxs woy I often passed his elegant
xeeioence and one winter the face of an old
Irlshwoman grew familiar to me from seeing
hel gazing out, sometimes from one window,

: -.the le it imgﬁortant gltt 1s a llttle bag of the
: sacred earth 1tselt highly va.lued as.a precl—
ous remedy for; mlngling witb potions for R
oty srck :

Jealous nelghbors dnd cymcs?

dressed in hlack thh a lace kerchxer and 4

g iF White’ _¢ap, but it was such a restlese,'
" weary, longing’ face ‘that. I could not help<
‘being attracted’'to it - i

- ‘8he grew at lenath to’ dlstmguish me inj

the throng, and whenev.,r J-passed I touched

my hat'to ber, teehng repaid by ‘the smile”
| of satisfaction ‘that gave. ¥ gllmpse of her-‘
Lmdly ‘nature.

£ Oné sunny morning in early sprmg, a,s I

came up ‘the avenue, I saw her: sitting on the,
marble et«ps of ‘the e’egant house thh her'
g hmttmg, and 28 T dréw near T said : ,

_“*Good mormng, mother.” <
‘‘“Geol morning, s:Jr," she saxd
WIH ye‘

be gitting 727
““Thank yo'u,” I caid hut as'I remamed

standing, with my hat 1 m my hand,. she went,
von:

Cert ig not‘ 'your way, but what are 'such‘
foine door-steps for, if not to sit out on?

Only this morning my son salo,—-fthat is my :

son's name on the phte,—-and he said,

‘Mo her, wkat will make you happy 2’ for

he koow's I'm not continted, though [ was
wild, after my.old man died, to come from
Ircland to live here. And I said: )
‘To sit out on the steps with my knitting -
and sce the folks go by’ And he said:
* “Weil,, mother, do it
am. You may be sure his wife is mad, and
is £co “ding the-podr lad this minute.~
but I must ask him to send me back to
Ireland, for it is lonesome that I am with -

not a ‘cow,. cr ‘a pig,.or a chlcken, or a goatA

even to care for.”

‘“Ask him rather to buy a-h le country:
farm, w1th all - the fowls and animals -you” %

want, and let poor mothers and the*r chlld
ren go ocut to you for.a. 'food time,” .

<o will,” she’ sald “faxth that L. will,”
the next day ghe was waltlng on:the
ask me in .to talk it over with her Son

‘“It.is a good thou"ht " he sau “and i
gives me joy to.ecarry it out.
shared with me in my infancy.
with her in her age.”

‘ The farm was bought, and while the poor
mother lived she was perfectly happy living -
upoa it. At her death the-man gave the

I wxll she.re

property and a fund to my church, but with

the request that his name should never ap-
pear in connection with it, for fear it would
cast a reproach upon the charity.!:

Kindness and addless will 'somehow find
the good in human hearts. The clergyman s
gr eeting to the lonely woman was a ‘cup of

cold water’ that received its reward —_

‘Youth's Companion

Kafﬁr Cluldren.

A minister ‘at, the Mount Arthur M'sslon
Sta‘uon, among tlxe Ixaf’drs in South Afmca.
writes as follows :—

‘When I was staymg at hikepuse a littler

mite of eight summers came to me and Said:

“Miin: ster, I love Jesus, although I have a-
He has washed my heart, and ~

black skin.
He has given me power to overcome Satan,
80 that when mother tells me to mind the
baby, which is. very tlresome, 1 don’t mur-
mur . and grumble now. - Yes; Jesus has
taken the grumbling spirit from my Iips -1
hops He will keep me noxve-w1ll He, minis-
ter 2”  Amnother little mite steod up and
said “l\ly Saviour does love me, but I am
afraid my heart cannot be of much use to

Him; and yot, when I sés He takes care of '

my - little trees and the wee, wee flowers, 1
am . éncouraged.  Pleasé pray for mue,
minister.” | | T

‘And yet ancther said :

‘And :

Ah; -

. prospel ousrstate,

: Ato ma ea; pub’lc confessron of Chzlst.

"My mother :

_ "l\ﬁnl'ster g “when_
commg to church this mornmg, l\nowmﬂ' you .
would ask how we were getting on inside,.

i An')ther ofte’ smd “Mlms _
eannot vay ‘the same as the last one, Jesus;
is mine,’ ‘because I think He i 'so ‘holy and

g0 dear; I'don’t know where He dould ‘stay. N
in ty heart, it is's> httle, but'I feel T ecan”
- You" know, mmx«ter, mys

say, ‘I am Hhis.?
mother ‘died last. week. +. I'am- motherless-
now " 'But’before she dled she” called me to’
her side, and wlispered, ‘Gracie, a.lways love ,
Jesus, and come: to'me, by—and~by “T-‘want .
to be Wlth mother and Jesus soon, minister,
“because’ tha House'is so lonely.. “Her seat,
ton (pomtin to'a ‘sedt in {lie charch);, looks
ionely.” And the. Door ‘tittle girl wept. . »So .
you see, far away up in these regiomns, J esus -
is clainiing the littie childien for Hlmselt
Oh, it is & blessed work “to point: these

heathen to the Good - Shepheld ‘ The.
‘ Chr stian.’
A Sunday-School Supferins

tendent Mistake.

There Was a cha.nge made in the superm-
tendency of a Sunday-school which was the
largest. in a town “of ‘a little over five
thousand .inhabitants, and every one was
- pleased, “for the supérintendent who now
had charge was 4 spiritual man, full of in~

then,” and here._I: terest in the scholars, and:in brief ‘was® un-

animously ~sa1d to he just the man for the
pla."e

The Sunday-"chool prospercd under ‘his
hand _the number of - scholars materlallY
1ncreas=d teachers came in’ almost with-
out sohcuatmn and ‘the school -was. in' a
y-and-by it became ev1-

The
pastor. agreed Wwith them, but from the very
first the superintendent opposzd it because
.he did not .believe in urging or forcing the
scholars into anything; or in any way, what-~
ever, leading thém, however gently, into tak-
ing a decided stand, for fear tbey Would not
realize the magnitude of such a step, ‘as -
they were too younz. But upon the in-
. terest becoming more marked he finally fell
in with the idea of having a series of meet~
ings, but only on condluon that on no ac~
count should personal invitations be given
to, or pcrs,n:xl acceptances be asked from
the scholars; and so strong did he put it in
. the light in which he saw it that his wmhes
were carmcd out

The meelings were held.. There' wag
much interest. The scholars scemed to be
alive to the occasion, but gs there were no
open confessions of Christ asked the inter-
est gradually died away, and with the ex~
ception of a few in one class, none of the
scholars accerted Christ publicly. "Nor was
this the end-of it. The interest manifested
by the scho’ars gradually declined.
sprang up a coolness. and lack of interest
that appeared to affect teachers and, scholars
alike; and finally the school _dwmdled down
and down until it became ome of the small-
est in the town. And ‘those who were ac-

quainted with .the facts fully . Dbeliéved- that - o

‘this was due. entirely to he mistake of the
supermtendent ‘who so.strongly opposed an
expressron by the children for fear that -
they were tco young to fully. realxee wh_at
they were doing.. ) . .
Children who are.old enough to under-
stand right from wrong, are old enough to
be saved; and any one is tahmg .a very
seriou., reapaneibility who demes -them the
privi‘eze of openly conle'*smg Christ, and -
uniting with God's people.~ Union Gospel.’

There .



