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tcomnunion. with Ood. What examples of simple and unwavering
ýtrust in the nakced promise of God are recorded i, the annals of
tearly Methodism! How frequent, and how fervent, and how con-
£ident, and how expectant were their prvayers!1 They looked foi
;answers and they got them. God honoured their faith. ]Remark-
-able and imniediate answers to prayer wer frqetan npr
ing. The worldling saw it, and 'wondered, and feared, and -%vas
convinced, and converted. The formaiist saw it, and distruÉting
bis own external performances, became convinced of' the power
of scriptural Christianity, and embraced it. Goci saw it and ivas
pleased with their sincerity, and seconded their efforts. Do we
stiil retain, to the sanie extent, this simple and unaffected piety-
do we maintain. the sanie intercourse with God-exercise the sanie
faith i :is. promises and power ? Do, we expeet and receive
iminediate and direct answers to prayer? We seldoni receive
larger spiritual blessinga than*;we expect---"accordingr to your faith1
so shail it be done unto you." If then our faith is weak is it axiy
wonder that our receipts are smail "If ye shall ask anythi'ng
in my name I wiil do, it." If. we restrain prayer is it any wonder
that we are spiritually unfruitful, and that we. do not see the
cause of God more extensively prosperous ?

The early Methodists were distinguished for thteiqr love to tlwse
wko were ov.er t&em in~ 1>4eLord. !,o one cau. read attentiv.ely t1he,
writi.ngs of former tumes without being struck with this pecûli-
arity i. their spirit and practice. This trait is characteristic of
true piety everywhere, and i ail ages àti oraddi
seriptuire and exemplified in the lives of the pious. The history
.of the Ohurcli universal does not perhaps furnish a more beautiful
exhibition of thi.s principle than inay be found i. the aimais of
early Mfethodism. It has often reminded mie of the .apostle.s
£statenent in regard td his spiritual children-" For I bear youý
.record that if it liad been possible you wouldh bave plucked out
your own eyeg and given t.heni to me." The~ early gethodist
preachers iived in, the affections of their people., What anl influ-
ence did John Wesley exeî't over bis vast and. extended societies
duri'ng.is entire life! ferhaps.no man i moder tueshlasgaied
the esteem and secured the love'of so many people as the founder of
31atbndisni This conafidence and love was very largely enjoyed
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