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possession, and the sad consciousness of such fluds a voice in the.
expression, III live far below my privilegre." But there are perfect
believers in the Pope and bis infallibility, there are perfect be-
lievers by the million in the ICoran and in Mohammed its author,,
there have been perfect believers ini Joseph Smith and lis pre-
tensions; wby should there not be perfect believers in Christ? In
the case of those devotees of falseliood there, is often a sacrifice of
everything personal, domestic, and social, because that faitli of
theirs involves and requires it; and the Oburcli of to-day folds,.
as the Churcli of the past lias folded, many who have Il'left
house, or parents, or bretliren, or wife, or children, for the lidng-
domn of God'.- sake," and wvbo have Ilreceived manifold more in
this life," in the glory and wealth of their muner being, and who,
because Christ lias lifted them into the moral sphere in whicli he
himself lives> do live a life that is grandly and gloriousý ly "higher "
than that lived by many around them. And this is not fanaticism,
for Christ teaches it, and demands it of the writer and the reader..

Again, this life is «1 higher " because it is a hife of perfect
obedience to every clearly understood precept of the Master and
Teacher--Jesus. The perfect faith described above involves this
perfect obedience; for the Antinomian idea of faith separated from
works is as fully contrary to, the constitution of the human mind
as it is opposeci to the text of Scripture. So in this lufe the self-
denying requirements contained in the -%vords of Jesus are adopted
and made the law% of life. And this obedience is not reudered to
Jesus in the formni u hichi a distorted fancy paints him, nor to
Jesus as a fail en Churcli may represent ; but to Jesus as lie speaks
ini the narrative of the Evangelists-paiuting the portrait of moral
purity -%vith the hand of a Master of masters, and issuing bis coni-
niands as one having authority, the authority of fim, wbo "'shutteth.
and no man opeuetb," and to wliom "Ial power is giveu i heaven.
and in earth."

This kind of life keeps the servant of Jesus near bis Master,.
and therefore 1 "higlier" than that of those wlio follow hlm.afar.
off, and thus lose tbe boiy smule whicli makes every drudgery a joy;
the ever accessible wisdom wbich turus every unraveiled puzzle
into a new cause of adoring love; and the ever present baud of
Omnipotent Power whicli sniites sir. with paralysis, causes Satan
to fiee, and couverts the erstwhule impossible thhigs of Christian


