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The Engineer as a Citizen
Civilization—Should ;Study Legislation and Administra

nt Civic Life—-His Relation to Public
and Distribution
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Expensive System of Competition in ProductionOpinion—Eliminate
few of the things we can preach, and be-These are a

cause we fear no political backfire. We have no fences to 
mend. We can stand in the open and say everlasting truths, 
and the time will come when some men may believe them.

THE CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ENGINEER*

Philip N. Moore

rp HÈ engineer, waking from long sleep of ^ifference and 
1 self content, satisfied with himself m his professional
successes, has suddenly waked to the fac a politically 
politically potent. He has not counted as a rarÿ
because he has not served politically ; he asn , ^ ^ _
cases, developed in himself the politica ® ' mood he
fessional heart-searching, momently the ’

THE RELATION OF THE ENGINEER TO LEGISLATION'

Calvert Townley

1T|7 HAT the attitude of the engineer should be toward leg- 
W islation is a question that has been debated with con
siderable vigor for many years. Opinions differ widely, and 
range all the way from that of the ultra-conservative, who 
believes that the engineer should have nothing whatever to 
do with legislation or politics, to that of the ultra-radical, 
who thinks that he should direct all legislation—in fact, that 
no government function should be exercised except under 
his direction.

It may help us to visualize the present situation if we 
examine briefly one or two of the ways in which engineers 
have attempted to influence legislation heretofore. In 1911 
the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, on invita
tion from the National Waterways Commission, sent a 
mittee to Washington to appear before the commission. 
The committee was assisted by a special advisory committee, 
and held several meetings before proceeding to Washington 
in order to determine just what should be their policy and 
what sort of a presentment they should make. It was de
cided that the committee should confine itself strictly to a 
statement of engineering and allied facts which engineers 
were peculiarly competent to testify and which were beyond 
the field of controversy. They were instructed to refrain 
from expressing views as to the wording of any legislation 
or to give opinions regarding legal matters.

In 1911 a bill was introduced in the New York state 
legislature to license engineers and which aroused the alarm 
and stirred up the strenuous opposition of the four national 

A joint committee was appointed
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unfortunately, things have combined to leave m 
unwanted and uncalled. What are these things.
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engineering societies, 
from these societies, and from the Institute of Naval Archi
tects and Marine Engineers as well. This committee sent 
a strong represention to Albany, which appeared before the 
Legislative Committee and vigorously opposed and assisted 
in defeating this attempted legislation. It was found de
sirable to take somewhat similar action again in 1913. 
Feeling that it would be advantageous to have some means 
of co-operation among the national engineering societies, 
this committee was continued under the title of a Joint Na
tional Committee of Engineering Societies and continued to 
serve for several years, its activities, however, not by any 
means being confined to legislative matters. One of its 
functions was to serve with respect to the National Engin
eering Congress held in California in 1915, and out of it 

the discussion which finally resulted in the organization
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of the Engineering Council.

The Engineering Council has been in existence since 
May, 1917. It has been in receipt of many requests to favor 
or oppose legislation, and this legislation is by no means 
confined to questions of engineering, but covers every sort 
of subject from the fixing of a minimum wage for labor 
up to the organization of the army for the conduct of

The Engineering Council was created to speak for its 
constituent societies on matters of common concern to en
gineers, and to afford a means for joint action when de
sirable. Its by-laws give it wide latitude, and there have

war.


