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hours all through the week, and when Saturday came
Miss Helen's parlors’ were full; and the littlo bits of
chitldven were there as well’as the older unes, 8he was
just as glad to seo thom, and made them fovl that they
were just a8 much neoded 08 the Inrger girls.

When we were all quiet, Miss Helen told us just what
s Mission Band was meant to be and do, and how we
must study about the differeut fielda, and the mission-
aries who go to these placea to tensh ; but you all belong
to a Mission Band -yoursclves, and do just the same
things, 80 I need not tell you any more. i

But just before we went home, Bliss Helen said :
" There is one thing more important than al) the work
you can do, and all the money you can give, without
which the cause of missions never will prosper,—and that
is prayer. Everylone in this Band must pray every day
of hor life that God will bless and strenﬁthen vho mission-
aries, and that He will put it into the hearis of Chrisu’rgn
peuple to send their money and their prayers, to ad in
the work of preaching Ohrist to those who bave never
heard His name. $Now, before we go home, let us kneel
downeand ask Bim to give us a true missionary spirit, and
bless all the work we may do as a mission Band.” Then
wo all knelt, and Miss Helen prayed thatjGod would
accopt the offering of all our hearts, and that He would
wake our work and our monoy and bless it, not because it
was 8o much, but besause we were in esrnest, and gave it
for Jove of Him. )

At our next meeting slips of paper, on which were
written Bible texts, were passed around. Kach alip was
numbered ; and when our number was called we read
vur text ; then Miss Helen offered prayer. For several
moetings we each bad either texts or verses w read, but
uo one ever prayed except Miss Helen. One day she
nsked us to pick out our own texts for the next meeting,
matead of depending -on her to do it. Even the little
girls had their texts, and we all ouijoyod reciting them,
because we found them all by vursolvea.

At one of the meetings, after,we had_been urganized
about four months, Miss Helen said, after she had read
s few verses of Soripture: ‘‘ For several meetings you
hnve read or recited Bible-texts,! talked about the
country which was the subject of the meoting, recited
jwetry, asked questions, and have taken part in all the
cxercises gxeept the prayer. I purposely gave you texis
and pootry to say, that you might not be frightened
at the sound &f your own voices; and now that you
have gained confidence in yourselves, I think you ought
to help in the prayer also. I think Jesus will not ho
plmes\with this Band, nor bless its work, until every one
in it is willing to make this sacrifice for Him. In a mo-
mont we nlml? kneel to pray, and I will ask Bessie Bron-
son, Dolla Cutler, and Mamie Foster, cach to offer a
short prayer.”

Wo knolt, and there was a long silonce in the room.
Not a girl said a word, sad then Miss Helen rmyud
just a8 usual. When we rose we all wanted to laugh ;
hut Mliss Hoelen's face was so seber that we did nemt
dare.  We all expected that she would say something
sbout it, and we were notymistaken ; for after the mnp
exorcise, the ainging, the roports from the missionaries,
and the papers wore all over, she talked to ua for a few
moments very earnestly about mkinﬁ part in the prayera
of each meeting, as well as in the othor excerises. ** Of
course 1 know 1t will not be easy at first,” she ssid ; **it
never is easy for anybody ; but Jesus will help you if you
wsk him overy day. I havea plan that will niake it much

wnaior for every one~of you if you will try it.  Bofore
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you come to tho next meeting, think of just one thing
that you want to ask for, and have it ready in a few
words whon [ ask you to pray. We will call these littlo
prayors sentence-prayers, and I want everybody to be
ready with one for the next meeting. How many will
promise 1" Nearly overy hand was raised, and the pru-
wmise was given.

When we left the church wo talked a groat deal about
the new plan, and our hearts were none too brave when
we thought of praying alvud, even oue sontence, before
oach other. blow could wo feel othorwise when we
never had let any vne but sur mothers hear vur prayers !
But we had prooised, and of course wo would keep the
promise.

**1f Miss Helon over asks me to pray again,” sail
Dells Cutler, when we were nearly home, **I'll do it, if
I any nothing but *Now I lay me down to sleep.’ 1
never waut to seo such a surry look on har [sce as thero
was this afterncon.  Let us do the best we can, girls,
next time. Good-bye i and she slamméd her own gate
without giving us achance to reply, but wa all felt exactly
na she did.

When the regular mesting of the Band was snnounced
in church twao Sandays later, we membars of it looked at
oach other and smiled a little, for we thuught of the
drendful ordeal of * making a prayer " before people.
We were all at the meeting, and each wna bravely deter-
mined to ask God for the nme thing she most wanted fur
the mission cause. After s chapter in the Bible was
read Miss Helen said : ** We will now ask Gud's bless-
ing on our mesting, on the missionaries averywhere, and
on all the little children about whom we have been
studying, in the sentence-prayers you promised.  Deila
Cutler will begin, and the others will fullow, and let the
prayers come quickly, one after another.”

Wo all knelt, and though our vaices trembled, every
oue of us prayed our little prayer, and all these together
mudo & long prayer with many different petitions in it ;
for, strange tosay, no two of us asked for the sames thing.
Whon we rose from our knees we looked at each uther
in wonder, surprised to see what an easy thing it was to
pray aloud, after all.

For several meetings we bad senteuce-prayers, until
by and by our leader suggested that each of us have two
sentonces inatead of one.  You can easily see how il soon
became not only an easy task, but ‘a delightful privilege,
to offer prayér in our ineetings ; and now any one of our
Baud may be called upon to pray at any time, and she is
always ready and willing to respond.

** Isn’t it nice, Miss Helen 7" said one of the youngest
members, after she had taken part in one of these joint
petitions. ** It is ever eo much nicer than it used to be,
because you soe we help du the praying, as woll as o
send the money."”

We all feel that it is indeed blessed to help in every-
thing, the praying as well as the giving ; aud we atudy
each month's topic with tenfold the interest that we used
to, because in anition to mere information, we aro look-
ing for something for which to pray. It is s%range what
u zest that gives to everything; I would never have
believed it before.

I hope this account of what our Mission Band has dono
will help other Bands to try the same plan, and also help
them to persevere. Although it may be hard at firat to
let vur voices be heard in prayer, I know Lhat it bocomes
very essy after a few trinls. Do, please, try it and ace.
—The Missionary Helper.



