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lions attcnded well to the icing. With ini-
crease of business, so tliat the icilg of cars
beconies a regular instead of an occasional
dutv, thiere is rcason to cxpect thiat it ivili be
hetter atteîîded to ini future. The saine is
miue of 'despatcli. A large volume of freighit
busineSs in perishiable fruits is therefore

lierto correct present deficiencies in the

transport systcm. Lut witlî tic fruit
growers and slîîppers nothing lcss than co-
ol)eration ini packing and slîipping wvill re-
inove the defeets iii.i that part of the under-
t a ki iig Tiiere niust be uîîiforniity in pack-
ages, in gr-ading, in quality of fruit, and
thiese cannot be scured, by independent ac-
tion but onlv bY cooperation.

NOVA SCOTIA FRUIT GROWERS IN A BIG COMBINE

D LTRING the past mionth items have ap-peared in a numiber of leading pa-
pers announcing that the Annapolis Valley
Fruit Estates, Limited, lias been formied in
1-lalifax to engage in fruit culture on a large
scale ini the Cornwallis and Annapolis Val-
Icys. Iii addition to apples, sniall fruits wll
be cultivated as well as potatoes and ottte
vegetables. The conipany wriil also erect a
canningy and vinegar plant, and a barrel a-id
box. factory for the manufacture ->f fruit
packages.

Desiring/ to gain as muchi information as
possible about this enterprise for its readers,
'flic I-orticulturist wvrote to a nuniber of
leading Nova Scotia fruit grow'ers askîng
for particulars, and to Hon. D. Mackeen, of
Hlalifax, who was report-cd to be financially
iitcrested. Sonme interesting replies have
been received. A letter froni Hon. Mir.
Mack-cen reads as follow.s:

1 ain not interested to any particular ex-
tent. personally, iii the comrany to, whicb
von refer. As far as I understand, hîow-
evcr. this company owns sonie 3,000 acres
oif more or less highl11y cultivated land in onîe
<if tuie iiost fruitful apple growing districts
in the Anniapolis VTalley. I arn told that the
capitaîl required for fully developing this
prnîIr*rty ilito a fruit growing concern bas
alfrçadV leen, raiscd.

.\t present, 1 understaud. the comlpany
lias <ver 20.000 apple trees. anid it is pro-

ir(" to puit out 30.00w iicw~ trees on1 the
Pr1ou1viiv. Tt is vestinîatcd that the present

yield froni the property w'ill be about 20,000
barrels, and this is only a very smnall propor-
tion of the company' s expcctcd, product fromi
the es&ýites."

FRUIT GROWERS NOT SANGUIN£.

Two wcll knowvn Nova Scotia fruit grow-
crs hecard froin do not appear to be very

sagunei rgard to, the success of thic ci-
terprise. The first one heard froin, Mr. S.
C. Parker. secrctarv of the Nova Scotia Fruit
Growers' Association, wrote as follows:

'<I would scarcely cail1 this -a cooperative
schecmc, rather a speculation enterprise han-
dled by a professional promnoter. The mat-
ter stands thus: A. HI. Fair, an insurance
agent, lias secured options hoilding îfer 12
months on a block of country about two
miles square, contarnng someI 30 farns (op-
tionîs -vere secured on ail save four or five,
îvho lield ont). The purchase iioncy is somie-
thing like $25oooo; the other $ioe,ooo of
capital is for plant and inîprovenient. 1
presuime the promioter proposes to nuakc a
stock coinpany, and bond thec conccrn to
raise the required capital. This is one of
thxe best farmiing sections in the valley,, situ-
ated £wo miile froni Berwick, directly under
the North miountain, running two miles east
and west, bounded by roads on thiree sides.
Taking 1.ast ycar's crop as a basis a very
glittcring prospectus could be made. The
pronioter says tlîey shipped 16nSo barrels
of apples last vear. which w~ou1d net $2 per
ba-rrel. The block proba-ýbly grows .ooo
tons (if hay anîal.pcrlîaps 20.000 busliels
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