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ONT farmers who have a garden
at all usually have a good supply
of the old fashioned pie plant or

rhubarb. plant
provides a wholesome substitute for fruit
carly in the spring before strawberries come
in. It is not generally known, however,
that it can be made to produce its crop in
ordinary cdllar during the winter. when i
would be probably more appreciated than
when grown in the usual way in the garden
in the spring. The accompanying illustri-
tion shows the growth in Mareh of a couple
of roots in an ordinary vegetable cellar. ater
hali the crop had heen pulled,
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The rhmbarh plint makes its aost vigen
ous growth wnder naiural conditions carvly
in the spring. when its Tivge leaves stere ap
in the thick fleshy roots a Frge anamt of
nutriment for the praduction of seed during
the summer and gronih cely nest seasna,

To wet the best ronts {or forcing it is well
to allow the plants to make their full growth
with Jittde ar no cropping of the leaves the
previous season, and above all not to allow
them to exhaust themselves by throwing up
seed stalkse The more liberally the plants
are manured and the better they are culti-
vated the stronger the roots bhecome and the
hetter the crop they will give when forced
in the cellar.

In preparing the roots for the cellar they
shonld he dug up fate in the {all just before
the ground freezes hard. They should then
he eft where they will be exposed to severe
ireezing tor three or fonr weeks. 1§ placed
uneder cover in an open shed, or where taey
will not be buried in snow, it will be all the
stsier to et at them when it is time to take
them o the ceflar. About Christmas time
they may he put in the cellar and should e
hanked with carth 1o keep the roots maist.
Cave should be tihen that the plants are sot
right side up. as at that time it is sometimes
ditficult to tell wrich side of the hall of earth
the cromns are on. Jn the course of a few
dins the rools will thaw out. and  usually
enough moisure is thus given off to keep
them fresh foa somie tme. They shiould be
watched, honever, as they may aced water
once oF (nice during e winter 0 keep the
~ii moist. The warmer the cellar, the
wore quickly growth will start, and for the
hest vesults a rather low temperatare, abnut
the <itine as that in which potataes are kept,
In o partially lighted ceflar the leaf
blades will expand very Titde. and all the
strength of 1l poal will go (o the develop-
ment of the svalks, T the eellar is light it
is well to davhen the part where the plants
are lu-lﬂ. H the ronds ave strong and VigOl'-

is hest.



