The Relations of History and Geography.

there is hardly anything grown ou it,
only grass—and very good grass—in
spots, with little patches of corn and
potatoes, and it has scarcely any
water. Its upland is covered with
snow in winter, while in summer the
invaders have to carry their water
with them, a serious difficulty when
there were no roads, and active moun.
taineers fired from behind every rock,
a difficulty which becomes more
serious the larger the invading force.
Consequently 1t is one of the most
impracticable regions imaginable for
an invading army. It is owing to
those circumstances that this handful
of people—Dbecause the Montenegrins
of the seventeenth century did not
number more than 40,000 ot 50,000
—have maintained their independ-
ence. That they did maintain it is a
fact most important in the history of
the Balkan Peninsula, and may have
great consequences yet to come.

The Illyric Archipelago suggests
another illustration of the influence of
geography on the life and character
of a people. The coast of Illyria or
Dalmatia is a mass of promontories
and islands, all rocky, unfit for tillage,
but usually well wocded, separated
by narrow arms of the sea. It is
just the sort of place where a fierce
maritime people would spring up. It
was par excellence the pirate country
of the ancient world ; its rovers were
the scourge of the Adriatic and Ionian
seas until Roimne, not without great
trouble, suppressed them. For some
centuries it supplied light and nimble
galleys and skilful sailors for the
Roman fleets ; and when in the dis-
orders of the fifth and following cen-
turies these fleets disappeared, the
Illyrian pirates were again the terror
of the Adriatic and the seas opening
into it during the earlier Middle Ages.
Now the Dalmatians feed the navy of
Austria, and send out bold sailors
over the world. In fact, you have
very much the same conditions which
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made Norway the home of the pirates
of the Atlantic. just as the Norse
and Danish Vikings undertook the
whole of the piracy for the Western
world between the eighth and thir-
teenth centuries, so in the same way
the Illyrians did in the ancient world,
a parallel which adds interest to the
history of both those countries as
well as to their geography as sooa as
it is made clear. It is easy for
any one studying the geography of
Norway, as of Illyria, to understand
why the Norwegians should have
been in ages of disorder a piratical
people, in ages of peace the owners
of a great mercamlle marine.

We pass to Italy. The dominant
feature of the Italian Peniosula is
the fact that the Apennines are nearer
the east coast than the west ; conse-
quently civilization and emnpire begin
and grow on the southern and western
side of the Apennines rather than on
the northern and eastern side, and
you have the ruling powers of Italy,
the Etruscans, the Samnites, and
lastly the Rowmans, on the Arno and
Tiber side of the Apennines. Hence
also the history of Rome brings her
into early relations with Carthage as
the mistress of the western seas, where-
as she had comparatively little inter-
course with the States of continental
Greece.  She comes into relation with
Greek civilization, but it is through
the Greek colonies in Southern Italy
and Sicily. And when we come to
the Middle Ages, we find that the first
conspicuous development of wealth
and the arts in Italy took place in the
great Lombard plain, with its im-
mense fertility, and in Tuscany. And
here we come upon an ethnological
influence, because the admixture of
the northern races with the Italic
population had been chiefly in Lom-
bardy and in Northern and Central
Italy whereas Teutonic conquest and
settlement had scarcely affected the
countries of Southern Italy. Hence



