
wire pullers have to reckon with."-
/'ai/v rdrmAtk, A pril 8, :8Ro.

fad and Wold.-The colloquial
use of the ane contraction i'd for I
had and i i, 'uld ha> been extended
imperceptbly into writing and print-
ing. with resuits that thrcaten to su-
pcrsedc iruu/d altogether and to re-
place it most improperly by had. Some
of our ablest writers have fallen into
this inelegancy, or allowed their prin-
tcrs to do so-among others Mr.
'Thackeray, who says in " The Vir-
ginians," " I Aad rather have lost an
arm ;" and Mr. Carlyle, who has "a
doom for Quashee (the negro) which I
had rather not contemplate," instead
of " imuld rather not." Instances of
this unnecessary corruption of the
word are to be found so far back as
the days of Shakespeare, and a cen-
tury later in the usually well written
and classical pages of "The Tatler"
and " The Spectator."

When had is followed by the word
better, as in the phrase " you had bet-
ter," it is an improper substitute for

would, though "you Aad better do go
and so " has the smal advantage of
being more laconic than the synonym-
ou% phrase, "I Il ou/d ke bdktr if
you did so and %o.*' When had is
followed by Aan, its usc is stilt
more ungrammatical. Thus when the
Tmes, March 12, :879, says, "Sir
Wilfrid Lawson Aad better ha kept
to his original proposal," it means that
" Sir Wilfnd Lawson T-wou/d haev donc
better to keep, or to have kept, to his
original proposa. So aiso the Spec-
tator, March 2, 1879, when it wrote,
" The motion Aad better be with-
drawn," was guilty of a permissible
colloquialism, but was grammatically
incorrect, and should have wrýtten,
" It w<ould be better if the motion were
withdrawn." In like manner the Ex-
aminer fell into the prevalent careless-
ness, when it wrote, March 2, 1879,

If the University of London, after
an existence of forty years, cannot
produce a competent man, it Aad bd-
ter cease to exist."-Gent/eman's Mag-
asine. (T T, r«sinal.)
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(coutinu avfrom p joo.)

IT is evident to us all that education
consists of two parts First, that

by which the rr.ind and character of
man are formed, by which he is taught
habits of thrift or self-control, of in-
dustry and efforr, by which he is
fitted to tilt an honourable place in
life and become a worthy member of
society. Second, the technical know-
ledge of a calling by which he may
get his bread and live.

The advocates oi the ancient lan-
guages appear to me to rest their
argument principally on the ground
that their study forms the best means

of attaining culture. They assert that
the study of classics furnishes the best
mental discipline, and that it is prefer-
able to any other training for the per-
manent beneficial influence which it
exercises on the character of the indi-
vidual. The argument is as power-
fully contradicted by authorities
equally commanding respect. They
contend that a training in the laws
and principles and known facts of
science, exercises an equally bene-
ficial influence on dic mind, and that
for the purpose of attaining true cul-
ture a familiarity with modern litera-
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