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quent complaints are heard of over.
pressure mn the public chools, but
much of this i 1uspect rs tra-eable
rather to the lack of interest than to
the arnount of actual work donc. The
infant school and the kindergarten
may be beguiled by sngng and by
mîstruction disguised in Sportive forms,
but with growing intelligence the
powers of the mind must be called
forth and quickened hy the animating
influence of the tearcer. And if this
is truc of the schoul it ik even more so
in relation to the higher work of the
university. We have br no means
escaped thie tendency to hamper the
instructor with elaborately detailed
schemes of study and examintation re-
guirements. It necessarily affects
some departments more thati others,
and is accompanied by such a confu-
sion of ideas as is seen in applymg
the sanie term "text-book" to a
Homer, Virgil, Chatcer or Shakes-
peare, which do actually furnish a
text on which the utmnost variety of
philological and critical study may be
based, and to a lingard, a Hallam,
March or Craik, whose chapters an-
ticipate the lecturer's work, rather
than fumish a text for the srudent's
analysis. But even where the term is
recognized in its technical sense, the
minstake is more and more made cf
dictating in mass a multitude of texts,
irrespective of the tine at the disposai
of teacher or student ; ail the histori-
cal plays, or the tragedies of Shakes-
peare, the whole or the chief works
of Muliere, or those of Victor Hugo,
which in our own library editiJA arme
comprised in forty-four closely prirrted 1
volumes. Such a programme is, at
best, incompatible with thoroughness,
while it tends to give the examination
bised on it not a fittle of the chance
aspect Of a lottery. One result of the
affihation of St. Michael's Colige ha
been to reinove front the university
programme ail presrribed text-books
alike in mental and moral science,

and in mfedi-xval and modern hitory.
with results emmently satisfatory to
the professors emanipated from i
constmint.

In truth, prnfcssors and students
are alike in danger, undcr the modern
system of elaborated programmes, of
recognizing the exaniner's report, and
the place in the class lsts, as the
supreme atm and final goal of the
academic career. The ceticational
systen which drifts into such c<uirses
is on the highway to becorne a mcre
machine, regulated by the clockwork
of sone central board, to whon a
grand paper programme is the prim.
ary essential. It leaves no room for
the men on whom the reputation oF
iniversities have evrt rnoist largely
depended, and no timte for the wider
range df spontaneois and suggestive
illustration, best calculated to stimu-
late the enthusiasmn of the gifted
student.

The more latitude a more thor-
oughly qualified teaîher enjovs, the
greater will be his snccss in al bot
mere routine work. His method may
fall short of the depatmnental stand-
ard, but it is his own ; and it is the
one by which he will produce the
miiost successfrl results.

I have already had occasion to
congratulate vou on the efficient
revival ot the medical faculty. This
vear we hait with no less satisfaction
the realization of a long-cherished
wish in the appointrent of a professor
to the éhair of political science, not
only as the first step in the redrgarli-
zation of the facutty of law, but as an
indication that in that revival we aim
at something far beyond tmere pro-
fessional traning. Political science
in its full compass includes the resuWS
of the world's erperience through iiaf
the centuries of civilized man. ft
embraces the philosdphy of history
it aims at deterinining the basis of
constitutional governtrent aîid the
oblikatione of the ?ndividual to thé
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