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quent complaints are heard of over -

pressure in the public schools, but
much of this I suspect s traceable
rather to the lack of interest than to
the amount of actual work done.
infant school and the kindergarten
may be beguiled by singing and by

The

instruction disguised in sportive forms,
but with growing intelligence the |

powers of the mind must be calted

forth and quickened by the animating
And if this .

influence of the teacher.
15 true of the school 1t 1s cven more so
in relation to the higher work of the
university. We have by no means

escaped this tendency to hamper the .
instructor with elaborately detailed
" the men on whom the reputation of

schemes of study and examimation re-
quirements. It necessarily affects
sume departments more than othets,
and is accompanied by such a confu-
sion of ideas as is seen in applying
the same term “text-book” to a
Homer, Virgil, Chaucer or Shakes-
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and in medieval and modern history,
with results eminently satisfactory to
the professors emancipated from theie
constraint,

In truth, professors and students
are alike in danger, under the modcrn
system of claborated programmes, of
recognizing the examinet’s report, and
the place in the class lists, as the
supreme arm and final goal of the
academic career. The educational
system which drifts into such courses
15 on the highway to become a mere
machine, regulated by the clockwork
of some central bhoard, to whom a
grand paper programme is the prim.
ary essenual. It Yeaves no room for

universities have ever most largely

; depended, and no time for the wider

peare, which do actually furnish a -

text on which the utmost variety of
philological and critical study may be
based, and to a lingard, a Hallam,
Muarch or Cratk, whose chapters an-
ticipate the lecturer’s work, rather
than furmish a text for the srudent’s
analysis.

range df spontaneous and suggestive
illustrarion, best calculated to stimu-
late the cnthusiasm of the gifted
student.

The more latitude a wmore thor.
oughly qualified teacher enjoys, the
greater will be his success in all bat
mere routine work. His method may
fall short of the depanmental stand-
ard, but it is his own; and it is the

. one by which he will pruduce the

But even where the termis

recognized in its techoical sense, the |

mistake 18 more and more made of
dictating in mass a multitude of texts,
irrespective of the time at the disposal
of teacher or student; alt the histori-
cal plays, or the tragedies of Shakes-
peare, the whole or the chief works
of Muliere, or thuse of Victor Hugo,
which in our own fibrary editic.. ave
comprised in forty-four closely printed
volumes. Such a programme 1is, at
best, incompatible with thoroughness,
while it tends to give the examination
bised on it not a htile of the chance
aspect of a lottery.  One result of the
affiiation of St. Michael’s Collége has
been to remove from the university
programme all pres<tibed text-books

_ revival ot the medical {aculty.

inost successfil results.

I have already had occasion to
congratuiate vou on the efficient
"This
vear we hail with no less satisfaction
the realization of a long-cherished
wish int the appomiment of a professor
to the ¢harr of political science, not
only as the first step in the reorgarni-
zation of the faculty of law, but as an
indication that i that ‘revival we aim
at something far beyond mere pro-
fessivnal training. ~ Political science
in its full compass includes the results
of the world’s experience through aft
the 'centuries of civilized man. ft
embraces the philosdphy of histary ;
it aims at deterimining the basis of
constitutional government aitd the

alike in mental and moral science, | obligations of the dividual to the



