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T'he British American Cultivator.

[DEC.;

Agricultural Department of our Government.

Canada on all hands,1s supposed to be an sg-
riculturai country, and 1 fuct 18 hhely to e
such for a .ong time to cowme, owing o dhe
scarcity of capital and the thwough absence of
manufactunng cuterprise dhat appuatis (o peivade
the mmd of our popwmanon,
reesonable that every encouragenent siwudd be
given by Government, by wineh thie aginsmitwe
of the provinee could be piaced upun « licahy
footing.

T'o us it appears strange, that none of our wise
polaicians should have recounuended au agnicui-
tural department of our Governmeut. A -
ister of agriculture in Canada would do much
towards making agricultural improvement popu-
lar, and it would be a certam weans ol' develop-
mg the agricultural resources ot lhe province.
The duties that would be impozed upon tns de-
partiuent of our gove:mnent, would be such, that
eflicient sieps would necessanly have to be taken
to give encouragement 10 tise growih of new
plants; and the unpresements i laachinery and
other brauche:s of producuve Jabour made in the
province, would be brought pronunemly belore
the notice of the public. In fact, such a nums-
tet, in such an exclusively agriculural country,
wouid have to thoroughly idenufy Iamsell wih
every 1aovement that wouid tend to develope the
unproductive resources of the province, Facts,
should now be deemed the ouly solid foundation
for the supershuctores of inudern statesmen.
Our Legislators are not much interested in the
devclopient of the great resozrces of our country,
and we apprehend that this state of things will
exist until we have a ‘eparunent in our govern-
ment, the business of the head officer of which,
would be to watch over the productive interests
of our land. Such a minister or oflicer of our
gévernment, could obtain a thorough knowledge
of the statistics of the country, which should em-
brace every fact relating to its cendition aud
welfare, both physical and moral, and without
such knowledge 'on part of our statesmen it
is impossible to legistate wisely for its iuterests.
The agricultural, producis of Canada nught be
greatly increased, if judicious steps were taken
by our government tobring about thatend. New
producls slxould be cultivated, and those that are
only pamally and indifferencly understéod, should
be broaght 1nto extensive cultivaion,

“u

It thedore seeus, o

Our wheat and potato crops will in all preba-
bifity go out of cuhivation fur a few years, un.
{vss eflicient remedical measures be found that
will have the influence of desirvying the inscots
‘lh.ll are pieying upon those mportant crops.
"l'hc loss ilat wiil be sustained from the depre-
dauons ol dise insceis will be severly felt by the
sovermmen: and peuple o this conniry, and lhc
;cwhar sitwation of the Piwince demands, in’
Tow oot that Agicuniute shonld furm a pant
-of the government ol our country.

I We have, we are happy to say, a Governor
"General who properly estimates the importanee
1ol encouraging aunculinrad tnproven.cn, and it
(18 Lo be hupe d et the prople themseives hove
~ull.ucm hteiagenct to bruig belore the nodee
of their wal.uors\uch improvements as wenld

have the mfluence ot mereasing the products and,
wealth of our couniry and people.

Improvem:nt in Agriculture.

The following glance at some of the 1mpréve~
wents which have been made in agrisulture”’
withun the last fiity years, 18 from the pen of Al-
exander Walsh, Esq.:

The Plough.—In tius impiement the advanee
w thirty years basbeen wruly astomshsng, T here
13 searcely less diflerence between the ueat casty
1ron plough of the present ume, and the clumey.
wooden arucle used for the purpose at that peris
od, than between that and 1he 1ron pumnted crotchet
stick used by the ancients. In the caee of work-
ng and the effect producedson the s, every
man competent to judge will adinit, that ihe dif
ference effected by wnprovement 'a the hm lhmy
years, is equal © fifty per ¢ cent.

Threshang Machine.—~Bspenience shows Ihni
the farmer who gets out and sells hus grain m
autwnn, adautiog that the pnices are the tnmc,
realiced at least ten per centinore than he wbo
does not dispose of lus crop till the followmg
spring.  But it may be safely aseerted, that in-
gran growiug districts, the whole fuice of lh'o
farm, if devuted 10 that olject aione, would not
Le able to brng hus giawn nio miacket 10 the fall
Wf threshed by haud. Heace the (hrc:hmg ma-
chine Jas come to ad, and dues the work L
much beiter and qmcku than it can be done by
hand, that the geitng cat of a thousend busheh
of wheat is counted asmal] affair.

The Hlorse Rakeo—\Wiih thus instrument, en
land fitttd as meadows always should be, one oen
and a horse will do the work of sxx men mlh
*hand rakes.

The vaise of dus lavor saywng mig-
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