MISCELLANEOUS.

157

Cuttingzs mu-t be prepared in fall or winter, bat,
to avo'd being thrown by fros', not plantedt t sprivg
iff neer ssary they may be kept in a coul place until
fast May, without injury, bat April or May is prefer
ab'e for ptinting, or suon as warm weather opens.

Whenever it is pract cable, the ground should be
decpiy worked 5 tieds that bave been previousty
culuvated wilhwe the ad.astage of ensy tiliagy,
but where the ground is soft and wet, and rich, simp-
ly twining over the sward with Jarge, deep furrows
aad fo lowing with sub-soil p ough will give perbaps
wigond @ growth] f wi lows us any other preparation.
The suriave shou o be as tevet us possib ¢ before ~ct-
ting the wit:ow, on account of couveuience in cu ti-
vation. Tae entt e cuttivation required the season,
is such as wou d be given to acrop of corn, and may
be cuiefly done witha cu tivator on land that is so
firm us 10 aduiit the travelling ofa horse ; bat simp—
Iy keeping the weeds dowa, in ground thatis too
softis ~o often all that is required. A machine hasre-
centry beea invented by Mr. Co by, »f Jonesvi le.
V., which stripsthe bark from the wands with great
rapidity, savisg more than ha f the cost of prepar-
ing the Osicrs tor warket by the present mode.

BOXES FOR MELOKS,

As I have a way to make boxes to preserve me-
lons or cacumbers trom bugs, not in common use, I
will give you a deseription of it.

Take common wrapping-paper or newspaper, cat
into strips two feet long, and eight inches wide,
Then take pive sticks oue-half inch in diameter and
a fuot in length.  Split your sticks three-fourths of
their length, being carelul vot to split them entirely
apart.  Double your paper so that it will be but
three inches wide; take cach cud of your paperand
put it together so as to furm a ring, and pull your
stick apart enoagh to insert each end of your pa-
per, which will hold it in the form of a ring; take
your paper and stick to the hill of melons and
stick the split end of the stick in the ground; have
some small sticks to place inside of your paper to
hold it in its place, and hauk it up around the bot-
tom so that the bugs cannot crawl nudler the paper,
and your box is completed.— RB. JV. Yorker.

CORN-CARRYING ON THE RUSSIAN STEPPES,

In ord rtojulge at what cost the most important of
those exports are thussbrought, and in order to enable
i inquirer to predict with any approach to certainty
what could be done under the pressure of the must ex-
traordinary temptation from without, let us leave the
sharp sioaes, deep mud, or clouds of dust of Qdessa.
and exunine the tracts along which those long liue of
bulluck wagrons come creaking from more northerly
dircctions. I have said that a vast belt of Steppe
girdles this coast.  We are upon o Steppe.  The pre-
vailing colou , as far as the eye can reach over the
imense plain, is a scurched brown.  Theintense hear
and drought have reduced the Steppe to this condi-
tion, aud far beyeaa the horizon ling, and away, verst
upou verst, is ihe same dreary lookingand appavenily
waste expanse. Not that it isall flat—hills, baeren and
ruged, diversity the line, and add te its dificulties,
in dry weather comsiderably, in wet incaleulably.
Fo look at the ground oa which you stand. You are
on oue of the 1oads as they ave termed. Elsewhere,
a road, goud or bad. means something which hasbeen
made—a line, upon which has been gathered material

( for binding and clasping. and below which there

is
some kind of deaming ; bad or good, the1oad is, as
compared with the adjacent laud, dry, cumpact and
clastic. Dismiss all such ideas from your wiad, or
rather drag your limbs for an hour behind that corn-
waggon, and such ideas will disuppear of themselves,
Dead aud helpless seems that wobegoue track, creak-
ing and drawling over which comes the bnlluck-wag-
gon—all wood, and built precisely as waggous were
built 2 thousand years ago. The driver sits in ‘Tont,
occasionally lashiug the grey bullocks more by way
of form than with any idea of hastening them, and
bis massy beard hangs down over a species of censor,
whence arise fumes of an nusavoury kind. Butit s
not in luxury, or in imitation of his eastern neigh-
bours, that the peasaut keeps this odour-breathing
vessel uoder his nose—the contents are an abomina-
ble mixture for greasi: g the wheels of his waggon,
aud by which you may track it through many ayard
of tainted awr.  Why he has placed the reeking vessel
"Dbetween his legs I know not, unless it be to remind
himselt' more forcibly of the'necessity of an operation,
without the incessant performance of which his clum-
sily built cart would be on fire in four places at once.
Gontrast this wretched machine with the well con-
| trived, iron mofinted cart of the German colonist, o
! few miles henee  But on goes the waggoner, jolting
and creaking along the unhelptulsoil, and singing
seme of those old airs in which, rude as they are,
there is some melody, or saying prayers to one or
other of the maltitarious national saints. Oa he goes
and »0 he and his predecessors have gone since corn
was grown in Russia.  Ricketty carts, kaotted rope
harness, drowsy bollocks, wretehed roads—so crawls
the loaf towards th- Englishman’s table.—Shirley
Brookes, A year in Russia.
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ENGLISH AND AMERICAN HOTELS.

We couid hardly p'cture to anrselves o greator
coatrast than that between an old country and an
American hotel.  The two things are not in the least
a'ike. Avriving at an Inn in cngland, you are treat-
. ed with an immeunse deference ;allowed the seclusion
of a private apartment, charged exorbitantly for
every hing. and, ut departure, curtisicd and bowed
out at the doeor, asif'a prodigious fauvor had been
conferred on the establishment. Tn the United States,
things are managed ditferently. The Americans,
with some faults of character, possiss the singular
merits of not being exclusive, ¢xto tionate, or sub-
sereient.  Bat whore all travel. hotel keepers cau af-
ford to act maguunimously. Instead of looking for
livelibood from few custuwers, scheming petty gains
hy running up a bl tor use of caudles. firing and
other conveniences. and swoothing eve y thing over
by a were nary bow, the proprietor of an  American
hotel is a capitalist at the be d of a great covcern,
and would despise doing any thing shabby ; bundreds
pour in and out of bishotel 'daily ; be notices neither
your comiog nor going ; withoub ceremons you_are
free of the establishment 5 and when you pay asd de-
part, there are no bows, no thaaks, but you are not
floeced 5 and that is always felt to be a comfort.
—Chamber’s Nutes in Jdmerica.

Taks Care or Tne Tress.—Canker worms will
soun begin to ascond the trees, unless proper meaus
are speedily taken to prevent it. Small leaden
troughs filled with oil. and cneircling the truuks ace
a good preveantive.  The fncreased crop will amply
repay the expense,




