
10 PAST AND PRESENT.

other possessors than fi the wandering hunting tri bes
of wild Indians, to. whom, the -right of the hunting
aTounds north of Rice Lake appertained, a' ording- to
their forest laws.

I speak of the time'when the neat* and flourishi*ng
town of Cobourg, now an important---port' on Lake
Ontario, was but « a'village in ený-br* o,-if it'con'tained

even a . log-house or-,,,a . -blcïék-house, «it was all that it
did> and the-w--ild-aýýd picturesque ground upon which,,----,-iýcreasing y Ilage of Port Hop
the fast i e is

not yielded one fôrest tree'to jàe.axeýof the
settler. No gallant- vessel spxeaýd her sails- to waft
the abundant produce and Canadian stores
along the wàtérs ',ôUibat noble sheet of wàter; no
steamer had Wén - furrowed îts bosom with her iron
addles,,,béarmg the stream of émîgration towards

tte » wï1ds of our northern and westèrn"forests, therè
.01,render a lonely. trackless desert a fruitful garden.

-"ýWhat will hottime and the industry' of m'an, assisted
by the blessing of a merciful G'd, effect?. To him be
the glory and honour; for wî e are taught that '-'unless'I'. ess

st-ýththe Lord build thelouse theirlabour îs but Io at

build it: without the Lord keep the çýi-t-y the watch-
Vman waketh"but in vaiiL"

But to my tale.- And--fiir-st it will be necessary to
introdu.ce to the-ac-(q-uaintance of my young readers A5,

the founders.-of our little settlementat Cold Springsi
Duneaý6 Maxwell was a -yqung Hîghland soldier: aý
youth of eightee'n, at the faid' Î' s 'battle of Quebecý-.I'

,,--ývhere, though. only -a, private, he receîved the praise
of his colonel for his -brave conduct. At the close of


