10 PAST AND PRESENT. .

other possessors than:the wandering hunting tribes

of wild Indians, to whom the right of the hunting

grounds north of Rice Lake appertained, according to o

thelr forest laws. '
I speak of the time When the neat and ﬂounshmg

 town of Cobourg, now an important porf on Lake N
Ontario, was but a village in embryo,—if it contained '
even a.log-house or akbloél{ house, it was all that it e

did,—and the Wlldﬁld picturesque ground upon which

the fa,st/lfereasmor village of Port Hope is_situated

- had not yielded one forest tree to theﬁ; of the

settler. No gallant vessel spl:ezd/her sails to waft

the abundant produce of -grain and Canadian stores

along the waters of 1 that nob]e sheet of water; no

. steamer had ,bhen furrowed its bosom with her iron

- paddles, Joea,rmzj the stream of emigration towards
‘the wilds of our northern and western forests, there -
torender a lonely trackless desert a fruitful garden.
What will not time and the industry of man, assisted
by the blessing of a merciful God, effect? To him be
. the glory and honour; for we are taught that « unless
the Lord build the house, their labour is but lost-that
- build it: without the Lord keep the C}ty,tﬂ watch-

| man waketh but in vain.”

| But to my tale: And-first it will be necessary to
introduce to the acquamtance of my young readers
the founders/of our little settlement at Cold Springs:
Duncari Maxwell was a young Highland soldier; a_
;}ut}i of eighteen, at the famoiis battle of Quebec
_~Wwhere, though only.a private, he received the praise
: //. of his colonel for his brave conduct At the close of -
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