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" Vca -l have a glorious opp'orluuily.

—

When i Hrst was ordered lo criiiBO in senrch

ol'pirrttes, 1 was delerniined lo do wiiat no one
could do— capture ihem. So aHor racking my
brains a long lime, 1 fell upon the scheme of

disguising the vessel and Ihe crew, und assumo
AS much ns possible the appearance of this

Jordan, of whom, of course, the other pirate

veusela would not be in dread. The plan

answered admirably ; several, you are aware,
entered Pirate Cove while we lay therg, and
never dreamed of danger, always taking us for

Jordan. Well, things went verj well, till wc
boarded that merchant ship. We were told,

you remember, that she was a pirate prize, and
was then in their liands ; well, after that

event, you can vouch for my state of mind."
*' Yes," said the subordinate officer, laugh-

ing—" you had about as bad a love-fit since

as ever a poor devil was inflicted with.

But why do you not now reveal yourself

—

declare your love—and obtain her consent ?"

" No—no, M'Gregcr," replied the captain—" the wile I sivould like to have would be
one that could love ma with the same burning
passion as that felt by me for lier,—one that

would be willing to lay down her life for mc
nor shrink from my nide under any
circumstances—and one like tijat 1 will have,
or none."
' Then, by riy troth, you will be lohg

unmarried," said M'Gregor—" there are nae
Bic women. '

«• 1 don't know," pursued the captain; "I
have read and heard much of woman's
unwavering fidelity—as well as of her faith-

lesKness. 1 shall now have an opportunity of
putting it to the test. 1 love this Miss Ma-
son with the whole strength of which my
nature is capable—but I shall make sure it is

mutual before revealing it. She believes me
the pirate Jordan— it will require a great

stretch of affection to enable her lo listen even
to a declaration coming from such a character

—should she do so, I will endeavor to over-

come her scruples wi'h regard to those fi\-cd

principles of moral right and wrong, when by
every one should be guided, and induce her

to flv with me ;—should she consent to this,

I will then own her love to be the result of

passion and not guided by eit'.ier principle or

duty—and mine will cool in a proportionate

degree. Should she resist she will be just

the woman J could admire for hei sireiigtii of

mind as well as beauteous face. 1 will try

one more lest. I will sufFer myself to be

arrested, and if she bravis the shamo—the

scorn—the oblcquy that will be heaped upon
her for pleading for a pirate'a life— I cannot

have a scuiplo letl with regard to the strength

of her love."
'' I bIiouI ' .magine not," said the Lieuter-

ant ; ''but do ye ken there is nane on eaiMi

bearing the form of women that will do ail

this—pshaw !"

'•• I don't know," Ba'^* the other musing

-

'' 1 .viU be able lo answer you ere twenty fofir

hours pass away."

" Will you go di.s»juiNed as Jordan !"

" I will attend her to her falher'.s house, tik

I am now—but will lake a false beard with
r.\r^ and when the proper lime arrives, will
assume it."

" Rut Huppose," urged liip Lieutenant, •' an
attack were made upon you, and you w"»re

sabred before having time to undeceive them ?

— it w >ild be paying dear for the experiment
that!"

^
" Oh, the moment 1 speak—my father why

is there wi'l iecognise my voice."
'* 1 dinna ken," urged M'Gregor, *' Sir

Kdward is a pretty fiery old fellow, and would
as snoii hang first and judge afterwards as not.
Suppose he is not there either; Ihe pirate

Jordan telling them that he was Captain
Charles Sarsfield, would look vera much like

a whale story.
"

" Well then, thou most cautious of advisers,

suppose I plant you with a few men, together
with the real Jordan, at a shct distance from
the house, ready to rush to the rescue upon a
given signal, say a whistle."

" Ah, that will be something like prudence,'
responded the lieutenant, who was burning
with desire to be present and enjoy the
denouement, " once they hear my statement
that ye are the real and veritable Captain
Charles Sarsfield, and that the fellow below
there is the actual and bona fide Captain Wil-
liam Jordan, he most incredulous must be
satisfied. I ought to be able to ffive testirno-

ny on the subject, for I never had a more
difficult piece of business in hand than to lake
hi.n alive."

•« Well, I shall go below," said the officer,
'* and see how Miss Mason is."

"The pirate loon yon was speerin for ye,"
said the officer, " ever since he ^otout of his

tantrums. He's got the dirt washed off his

face now, and looks mair christi^inlike."
" He wants to see me r" snid Jiarsfield,

" let him be brought in then, well guarded."
In a *?w moments the pirate was ushered

aft betweeii a double file of ma-ines, with
fixed bayonets, an officer walking in front of

him with a drawn cutlass at his breast, to

prevent any attempt at suicide. The change
in his couu'cnar.ce since he was last before the

reader is for the worse • it is a riixlnre of
hardened desperation and unconquorabli de-

fiance.

" And it is to you, Sarsfield," he said, in b

deep hoarse voice, «' that 1 owe th/pi good
turn ? It was a ?ile scheme to betray me !"

he shouted—" btit after all, had those sons of
hell who deserted me, remained true, the
Ocean Queen would jivvc beaten you off."

The ofiicer started, ullorly astounded at this

recognition. '' What ! Jordan !" he cried

amazed, '• and thie is the fate to which your
terrible belief, your atheistical doctrines have
brought you ?—wretche i man, did I not pre

-

diet ihe result unless yta reformed .""'

«• Well, said the pirate inif alieully, " I do
not want any moralizing, nor have I asked
this interview fo*" the purpose of begg'ug mv


