personage who held high carnival at the Golden Fleece and
who, during that time, had ordered and helped drink one
hundred bottles of champagne at twenty dollars a bottle.
The situation was serious. Phalin and I were marched up
to the Golden Fleece where O’Flynn was secured and the trio,
followed by thousands, proceeded to the Garden Gully where
Rosa was mounting guard over the entrance to the mine.
She was armed with an antiquated musket and resolutely
kept the men at bay. A fierce light burned in her blne eyes
which enhanced her beauty a thousand fold. At our sug-
gestion two miners were let into the pit to secure some wash-
dirt. Our lives hung upon the issue. If the miners did not
find gold our fate was sealed. Phalin, McLeod and Teddy
would dangle from the limb of the nearest gum tree within
ten minutes. The dirt was brought out and panned off in
the presence of the mob. I shall never forget the silence
which fell upon the men till my dying day. When the
miner turned and flashed the gold in the pan in our faces a
cheer for O’Flynn broke forth, and such cheers as Bendigo
had never heard before. The very hills rang again and again.
Rosa was the heroine of the hour. Dirty and greasy miners
clasped her in their arms and kissed her with frantic joy.
O’Flynn and his solicitors were escorted in a triumphal
march back to the Golden Fleece where Teddy made a speech
and ‘ shouted ’ for all who cared to drink. In the confusion
Phalin and I made our escape. The next day shares in the
Garden Gully advanced to two pounds each. A week later
the mine was turned over to the share holders and work
commenced. Teddy O’Flynn was entertained that night at
a banquet at which it was declared that he was the gold king
of the land of the Southern Cross. At midnight Teddy sank
a limp mass under the table and was carried to bed with the
honors of a dead Pharoab.

For a few hours the Garden Gully realized the wildest
dreams and then just as suddenly stopped. . Not even the
colour could be found. Shares dropped to a shilling and no
takers. The gold Commissioner ordered an investigation.
During the inquiry it was clearly shown that the mine had
been salted. The plan had been to first dig the hole and
then charge a gun with powder and coarse gold and fireit
into the eartk. Rosa, who was innocent of the fraud, testi-
fied that at night she had heard many shots and that O’Flynn
had explained that he had been shooting at kangaroos,
which came to gnaw the rose bushes. When confronted by
the evidence, O’Flynn refused to confess maintaining a
dogged silence, save that if the mine was salted Rosa and his -
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