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COMPROMISE ON THE SCHOOL
/ QUESTION.

Harmony once more prevails at Otta-
'wa. .Amn agreement has been reached on
the school question. A constitutional
principle has been compromised on the
altar of political expediency. Once more
Sir Wilfrid Laurier has carried the day.
Henceforth, it ‘will not be denied that he
is dictator of the Liberal party and a
master of political strategy. Had the
Prime Minister started in with a propo-
sition simply to recogmize the right of
separate schools to exist in the North-
west, he might have been forced to
withdraw even from that, because pres-
‘sure to that end would have been inevit-
able and possibly as strong as it was
in regard to the recent proposals. By in-
serting clauses so palpably beyond, in
effect, what was ‘contemplated by the
British Neorth America Act, or any Act
gince that time, providing for or regu-
lating Separate Schools in the North-
" west, he allowed a wide margin upon
which to eompromise and at the same
time to make it impossible longer for the
“wicked partner” of the administration
to remain with it. Both things he has
most successfully accomplished. He has
carried his main point, the great object
which he had .in view, namely, that of

- engrafting on the .constitutions ef the
new provinces, as a permanent feature,
the principle of the recognition of separ-
ate schools as they now exist. It has
‘beem a:distinct triumph .in statescraft,
as great as might have been achieved by
the historic chief of his school of poli-
tics, Machiavelli, :

The dissentient Liberals, too, have
scored. They ‘have registered their
“kick,” ‘which id the now accepted term
for voicing disseut, to proposals to which
the . country would not  econsent;
and have succeeded .in obtaining other
proposals less unpalatable. They did
not' wholly succeed any more than did
Sir Wilfrid,. but they secured a “com-
promise,”’ the “very best they could do.”
‘This they were glad to obtain, for al
though they dared not swallow the pill
unsugargd, they uccepted any comprom-
ise that would "sqharé” with the ‘public
-conscience. . To have done otherwise
would have defeated the Government.
An appeal to the country on such a ques-
tion would have meant the overwhelm-
ing defeat of the Liberal party. So now
all are happy once more, except Clifford
Sifton, who finds himself no longer the
hero of “high tragedy,” but the victim of
strategy cleverer by far tham his own,
strategy which has lost nothing of its
‘finesse since the days of Loyola. Bach
side has stood out to the limit, barely to
the breaking point, of their political
consciences, and then conceded enough
to save the principle contended for by
‘the leader and just enough to save the
skins of his English supporters—a, pret-
ty melodrama, with comedy sufficient to
please the Premier and tragedy to alarm
hig partuners.

Compromises in practical politics are
inevitable; but compromises on questions
of principle are never expedient in the
public interests. They leave stains that
can never be erased; they leave legacies
that can never be evaded. Great Bri-
tain compromised with Spain in 1790 on
the Nootka question, because of the com-
plications in Europe at that time, and
lost the Pacific ‘Coast of North America,
#south of the 49th parallel, as a conse-
quence. ‘Great Britain compromised with
the United States after the war of 1812
'when the latter was beaten, over the
Oregon country, and lost the state of
(Washington in 1846. Great Britain com-
promised with Old Canida after winning
British North America from France, and
has had the French question ever since.
#0onsequences are never ending. Com-
promise on principles is the poison of
politics. ; :

The principle at stake in this instance
‘is not. the question of Separate Schools,
fecause that has been legally inherited
by compromise. It is the question of
the right of the new Provinces to deal
with their schools, subject to the di-
rection of the B. N. A. Act. We con-
tend, and have contended, that it is not
competent for the Federal authorities to
limit the pewers of the Provinces in any
way in regard to educational matters,
which are exclusively within their Jjuris-
diction. If they can Hmit them in any
one particular they can limit them in
any other particular. The B, N. A. Act
contains all the safeguards that are
necessary in the interests of denomina-
ticnal minorities. It follows then, it
seems to us, that if they cannot VAry
in the slightest the provisions of the Act
of Confederation, it was intended that
they sheuld mot legislate at all in the
matter. It was doubtless intended that
within the four walls of section 93 the
provinces shouid be supreme in their
powers. To introduce into the auton-

powers there are two courses open. The

Dominion afithorities can. exercise their
power of disallowance «©r there can be
resort to the courts, with a final appeal
to the Governor-Geueral in Council. It
seems to us that the Dominion Parlia-
ment might as well insert a general
clause in.the Autonomy Bill providing
that the new provinces shall not pass
any laws that are unconstitutional, as to
direct their action in respect to a parti-
cular law. Admittedly, such a provisiot
would be absurd.

‘Whether the educational clauses of
the Bill, when passed, could be attacked
in the courts, we do not know; but we
imagine they could. By an Act of the
Legislature in' contravention ofl the pro-
visions of the Dominion Aet, or in some
other way, the question doubtless coald,
and in all probability may, arise as to
the right of the Dominion to fetter the
free action of the provinces. We be-
lieve, in such an event, it will be held
that it has not such nright. Whatever
may be the outcome from a constitution-
al point of view, the action of Sin Wil-

25| frid Laurier at the present time has

sown the seed of religious discord for
many years to come in the Northwest.
Instead of “healing ‘a’ wound,” he has
opened -it. up afresh.

—_—
THE DISGRAGE OF FAILURE.

The old Rothschild never had deal-
ings with a man who was not a success,
and he placarded the fact in his business
office. Napoleon would palliate a mili-
tary offence, but never a blunder. In
ordinary experience we see illustrated
over and over again the truth of the
adage that ‘“‘nothing succeeds like suc-
cess.”” The popular hero of yesterday,
in defeat, is the shattered idol of today.
And so it runs through life. Stoessel,
the defender of Port Arthur, who stood
on a pedestal, an example of great re-
sistance against fearful odds, the 're-
cipient of royal bouquets, is no longer
the hero of Russia or of the world. So
Kuropatkin, who was the embodiment of
his countty’s hope in the presenmt war,
because he met & crushing defeat at the
hands of the Japanese, has been dismiss-
ed from his command. . Whether he fail-
ed through incompetence, through tacti-
cal errors, or through irresistible forces
against him, matters not. He gliled.
No word of praise now for his masterly
retreats, for which he was eulogized by
the MRussian press. He goes back to
meet an angry Emperor, and a sullen,
disappointed people. ‘However strenu-
ously he fought, however heroically he
endured, he failed to defend his final
position; he lost at the critical moment
of a great campaign. ‘Thus the Russian
Autocrat rewards his true, if not success-
ful, servant. Because he eotﬂq not &é-
complish the impossible, the name of
Kuropatkin becomes tbe by-word of re-
“proach throughout the Empire. In the
disgrace of fajlure he seeks oblivion as
& soldier in the obliquy of an entire
nation. Linevitch, his successor; is hail-
ed as the savior of his country’s honor.
He will be praised and heroized for a
period in a measure commensurate with'
his predecessor’s humiliation. If ke, too,
fails, ag fail he will, he will follow iu
the line of victims to- popular clamor or
Imperial dictum.: ' The men who sit in
‘high places at Court and who are re-
sponsible for the conditions that brought
about their country’s shame now sit in

pointed to avert the censequences of of-
ficial misconduct -and misrule. Madden-
ed by losses at the hands of an enemy
they despised, and in:the desperation of
despair, they are prepared te place an-
other army in the Far East to be sacri-
ficed as Kuropatkin’s forces have been.
The destruction of an entire fleet, the
loss of Port Arthur and Dalny, of a
long line of railway, of an immense
amount of munitions of -war (all of
which cost millions upon millions of
money to create) and the sacrifice of a
vast number of men, have not yef sober-
ed a Government drunken with ungov-
ernable pride. They are prepared th
tempt the Fates still fnrther. They will
even risk the Baltic fleet, their last line
of defence, like the throw of a dice, upon
the result. To carry on this war their
last vestige of credit is pledged in the
money market. Having in view the
prowess of Japan already displayed on
land and sea, still fresh after yictories
of momentous character, still unimpair-
ed in strength and vigor, and in control
of every point of vantage; and having in

Russia, -there seems to be but one end to
‘a course -suicidal in its very conception,
and that is absolute, certain, crushing
defeat. Without au army, without a
fieet, without prestige, without financial
credit, and with internal discord, seeth-
ing revolt and the intolerabie burdens of
war, what will the position of Russia be
among the nations of the world? This
is, of course, the blackest side of the pie-
ture. The fortunes of war are uncer-
tain and Russia may avert final defeat,
if she does not win, but the contingency
is remote, What the end will be no one
can: foretell. . It may be that, this mam-
moth Empiré, made up of many peoples
and the dismembered parts of former
nations, which it has taken centuries to
weld together, will itself be dismembered
and revert to its original elemeants or be
re-organized into other political combin-
ations, Thé work and dreams of Peter
thie Great seem about to suffer the Nem-
esis of a fate as cruel as was that med-
iaeval savage himself.
—_—

THE FISHERIES SETTLEMENT.

We refer to this matter on account of
the unsatisfactory positien in which it
is now in, owing to the long delay in
settlement. In" 1901 when the modus
vivendi was entered into for continuance
of temporary control of the fisheries by
the Dominion, there was a definite ob-
ject in view on the part of the Pro-
vincial Government for the development
of the salmon fisheries. ‘Conditions had
been unsatisfactory. A licence of $10
a bodt was being imposed, which was a

omy Dbill provisions which are exactly; heavy tax on the fishermen, and produc-

parallel with provisions of existing legis-
lation is either an act of supererogation
or it is intended to prevent the Legisla+
tures from using their own discretion
when framing educational measures, It
the latter, then it is a limitation of
provincial powers and to that extent un-
constitutional. The  provinces have a
right to pass an act containing any pro-
visions they. think cousistent with their
rights. It is for the provinces, in the'
first instance, to be the judge of what
are their powers. If they exceed those |

ed a large revenue to the Dominion. In
return for this nothing, or practically
nothiug, was being done to develop tae
fishing industry. It was felt that great-
‘er and more scientific’ efforts 'should be |
put forth in the direetion of propaga-
tion. To pfomote sich developmeént the
canners urged upop'the Provincial Gov-
ernment to undertake the work upon its
own bebalf, and in order that it eould
be carried ont without loss to: the Pro-
vinece they expressed their ‘willingness to
allow the output of salmon to be taxed .

cruel judgmént updn the instruments ap-

view thé untold losses inflicted wupon-

' MG ¢ W R g
two cents per case. The Government
having decided to take over the control
of the inghore and inland fisheries, pass-
ed an act to authorize it to issue licenses

‘and appointed a commissioner, Then!

came the request from Ottawa for a mo-
dus vivendi until,a final settlemdent could
be reached. As part of the negotiations,
and towards that end, the ‘Provincial
‘Government  offered, if the Dominion
would reduce the licences to $2.50 per
boat, to refrain from issuing licen-
cesrat all, ~and. would reimburse itself
for expenses of control by taxation on.
the ‘salmon output. There 'was, of
course, 't00, the question -of reimburse-
ment for fees collected by the Dominion
in excess of disbursement, which it was
held belonged to the Province. This,
however, it was proposed should not ‘go
into the gemeral revenues of the Pro-
vinee, but be specially funded for the
purposes of fishery development. Noth-
ing practically has been arrived at, bat
cenditions have greatly changed in the
meantime. - The salmon industry has
suffered serious reverses, and it is qtﬂte
improbable that the canners would now
agree to-be taxed on the output, particu-
larly as the Dominion Government has

ces. It would be regarded “as
unduly ' burdensome upon the industry.
The Province can exercise countrol and is-
sue licences. So also can the Dominion
under the decision of the Judicial Com-
mittée of the Privy Council—an anomaly,
but true. To seek to assert its rights
would mean that those engaging in the
salmon fishery would require to take out
two sets of licences, one from the Pro-
vincial and the other from the Dominion
authorities, so obviously a hardship as
to prohibit the fishing altogether in the
present unfavorable conditions which
exist. ' The conditions imposed by the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries for a
seftlement are so' unjust that it is im-
possible’ for the Provineial Government
to aceept. Despite the decision of the
highest court of appeal, he practically
says we must-hand over contrpl to the
Dominion or he will refuse to deal with
the ‘Province on any terms. In addition
to that he proposes a system of book:
keeping that actually debars the Pro-
virce from any compensation for giving
up its'rights, and that in a financial set-
‘tlement would bring the Province into
the debt of the Dominion. He recog-
nizes no claims prior to 1901 and crowds
unusual capital expenditure for cruisers
and: hatcheries, in addition to ordinary
expenditure, all into those four years.
It is, however, as we have said, part ot
‘the programme_ of hostility on the part
of the Dominion authorities to the pres-
ent Provineial administration. " A club
is being held over the heads of the peo-
ple in order that they may change their
rulers—political coercion to which our|

. tepresenm'ti\ges at Ottawa are a party.

-——d——-——o—-—_____,

IN EXPLANATION.
-In:the: Times of Friday evening and
/in the Colonist of yesterday morning ap-
peared the reports of a decision of Hon,
Mr. Justice Duff il ‘a suit against the
Provincial Government ' arising out of
‘a seizure by’ W. L. Fagan of Vancouver
of canned- salmon for taxes owing by
the Canadian Canning Company. Judg-
ment was given to the plaintiff for $1500°
{tot $15,000 as appgared in the Times).

We have been asked to state that the
action arose in Adgust, 190264t of dis-
tress and sale proceedings. It was an
-action taken by the Canadian Canning
Company in that year for illegal seizure.
The action, we are informed. was hunz
up from time to time since by the plain-
tiffs. With it the present Government
had nothing whatever to do. and had no
knowledge of the case being in court un-
til apprised of it in the press.  The only
action taken at all was a request to the
Government counsel . in Vancouver, re-
tained in 1902, about a year ago to
try and have the case closed up.

In justice to Mr. iFagan, the tax col-
lector in Vancouver, who made the seiz-
ure and upon whom unjust reflections
have been cast, it may be stated that he
acted under instructions at the time
from the ‘Government, and that if a
blunder were committed, he is absolved
fzom the responsibility. for it.

—_—
" A RAILWAY POLICY.

The. Colonist has been_asked to ex-
plain more fully its remarks of, yester-
day with reference to a railway policy.
We regret that there should have been
a Jack of definiteness as to the mean-
ing intended to be conveyed, and we
; trust that we may be able to render it
i clear. We do net believe in evading an

issue by beclouding it with words.

There are, in our opinion, several gen-
eral propositions to be kept in mind as
governing the situation. 2

In the first place, the Province is with-
out financial resources to meet Habilities
greater than the prospect of increased
revenues wouald reasonably justify, We
cannot borrow to an extent which would
appreciably assist in railway building.
Therefore, it - follows that the Gover.-
ment cannot inaugurate any policy of ex-
tensive railway assistance. The money
18 mot in sight to meet the increased lia-
bility as it falls dune.

In the second place, it follows that the
Government, in formulating ‘a . policy,
must, with the foregoing facts in view,
take the responsihility of selecting from
among the many propositions before it
those which will meet the requirements
of the sections in ‘most pressing need of
transportation facilities, and at the §ame
time give promise of traffic sufficient to
Pay interest ou the bonds guaranteed.

In this respect, of course, the Govern-
ment must be prepared to take some
risk, based on evidence adduced, as to
the prospects of profit. It cannot af-
ford, however, to gamble or plunge.

The form assistance to railways
should take involyes several serious cou-
siderations. A borus of so much per
mile, to our mind, is the most objection-
able form of assistance, because it pre-
sents a free gift without a direct return
in ‘benefits, There are indirect returns
in the way of revenue from railway
building, but as we have contended so
many times, the responsibility to the
Province_iu the way of expenditure in
present circumstances is always greater
than the benefits from increased revenue.

Land bonnses, though, as we have
said, they can be granted so as to re
move largely the objections which have
been truthfully urged against thém in'
the past, are not in harmony with pub-
lic opinion; and. moreover, we fear that
the conditions that would have to be im-
Dosed in order to make them acceptable
to the public would render them not ac-
ceptable to the railway promoter.

The last and most favored policy of
asgistance is that of' guaranteeing bonds
under conditions guarding the public. in-
terests. . If the railway ig a success, the
country lpses nothing, and the railway
company is placed in a better position
to sell, the bondg than by any other mode |
of assistance. the Government fak-
ing a mortgage on the railway line!
and. rolling stock, it has st least toler-
‘able security. = : : i

‘The policy of guardnteeins has been
extensively and most successfully adopt-

pany proposes fo build..

refused to reduce the cost of boat licen- | ¢

| position taken by

ed ‘Manitgba; thé Government  of
whiéi&. to date h#s not heen called up-
on to pay a-cent on account of such Ha-
bility. It does not follow, howeyer, that
what w«'s:llg ‘ei% safe 1x)u:mé.iple i;r Mx;?"
toba wouldalways s 84 safe n-
ciple here, g;hé:g J conqﬂiﬁ'ons vary  so
widely. In Manitoba railways cost less
than half of ‘what they do here, and the

‘4rafic out of which to make dividends

is in sight and assured. It is for this
reason that we  say the Governm_ent
should exercise great cdare in selecting
lines for assistance which give| promise
of paying, as well as of, at the same
time, supplying - needed transportation
facilities to certain districts; a;:d _upon
that -point'in British Coldmbia - there
must alwa, gba,;norf or less uncertainty
even inlt%e‘mostm ::ore drout 'de&d It
takes a lotof tzal y dividends on
railways costing from ,000 to $50,000
per mile. : \

For purely local purposes we believe
in many instafices light lines of railway,
costing 1ot more than $5,000 a mile and
cheaply operated, would
public and the same amount of Govern»

ment ‘guarantee would build five or six

times the mileage of railway. ¥
‘We believe, also, as a necessary part
of a railway .policy, the Government
shonld” Wave d:staff of experts ‘for inde-
pendent investigation of the resourges of
any route over which a rallway . com-
We have- too
nd upon ex parte and fre-
Iy ‘exaggerated statements

often to de

REPORT OF FISHERY DEILEGA:I'I'ON

e "report of the delekition to Otta-

wa, consisting’ of Hon. Chas. Wilson
and Mr. J. P. Babcock, Fishery Com-
missioner, was laid before the Iegisla-
ture the other-day. From a perusal of
its pages, it dppears that the results of
the negotiations with the Dominion au-
thorities are very unsatisfactory indeed.
At the time the delegation, at the invita-
tion of the Prime Minister, went to the
Dominion. capial, we predicted that the
attitude of the Dominion would be whol-
ly unfavorable to the claims of British
‘Columbia, Tt was evident that the oth-
er provinces had no desire to retain con-
trol of the'r fisheries on account of the
financial liability involved. Up to the
present time, the Dominion Government,
in respeet to the fishery services of Can-
ada, outside of-British Columbia, has
spent. largely each year in excess of the
revenue .received. In fact, the fishery
Tevenues of the other provinces are only
of an incidental character, and cannot
be said to coustitute a factor worth con-
sidering. On the other hand, in British
Columbia the revenues for the past fif-
teen years amount to about forty per
cent. of those of the whole of the Dom-
inion. ' The singular disparity arises out
of the fact that fishery conditions are
different in the East, and, therefore, the
provinces could not make their inland
fisheries anythin{ like pay for the cost
of management. In our case, the Domin-
fon has made a large yearly profit, which
was a direct tax upon the fishing indus-
try. ' It was, therefore, to ‘have been ex-
pected that the influence of the Eastern
Provinces, .the governments of which
are in political sympathy with the au-
‘thorities at Ottawa. would be all in og
position to the proposals made on beha
of British Columbia. From the reply
‘of Hon. Mr. Prefontaine to' the delega<
tion this is quite apparent. :

A strong
vince assuming control of the fisheries
is that, owing to the distance of this
Coast from the centre of administration
at Ottawa, the special conditions of the
fishing industry here are not understood
as they shonld be by the Dominion” aun-
thorities, avd it is natural to conclude
that the Provincial Government, with
more or less:personal knowledge of the
industry, and with its own. officials al-
'ways on the spot, could legislate for and
regulate the fishery industry to much
greater advantage. We think that the
experience ‘of the past will  justify the
e Provincial Gov-
ernment in this respect.

_Bnut, perhaps, the’ most important fea-|
‘ture at the present time is the failure of
the Dominion Goverument to live up to
the agreement’ made between Sir Louis
H. Davies,7%ho was Minister of Mar-
ernment of British Columbia. It was
then recognized and understood that the
Province had a distinet claim for finan-
cial reimbursement, and. as a conse-
quence, a “modus_vivendi” was entered
into whereby the Dominion Government
should retain contrel and account to the
Province for such portion of ‘the fees
arising out of the fisheries as might be
agreed upon until a final settlement was
arrived at. It is now 1905, and noth-
ing has been done, and to judge from
the tone of Mr. Prefontaine’s letter we
are farther from a conclusionr than ever.

We have referred to the question of
Tevenue and ekpenditure as between the
Province and the rest of the Dominion.
A staten‘{znt published in the report
shows that since 1877 the total expendi-
ture by the:Dominion in the Province
on account of fisheries amounts to $408,-
430, and that the revenue in respect to
‘the same received by the Dominion
amounted to $545,920, or a difference of
$137,490 in our favor.

Mr. Prefontaine is not inclined, how-
ever, to go back of 1901, and says that
taking revenue and expenditure into con-
sideration for the past four years there
is.a balance in favor of the Dominion as
against us of $102,315. This is ingen-
ious, but not honest. The expenditares
made include $76,000 for eruisers in th
fishery protection service .and geveral
new hatchéries. Now,  these large’
amounts should properly be charged in
any event to capital account and British
Columbia with the annual amount of in-
terest only; but apart from that the
cruisers referred to were built ostensibly
for deep sea purposes and are of no prac-
tical use in the protection of our salmon
fisheries, from which the whole of the
fishery revenue of the Province is pro-
duced. As a matter of fact, judging
from results, the Kestrel and the Pet-
rel’s usefulness to the fisheries of the
Pravince in any particular is very Hmit-
‘ed indeed.

| W
AMENDMENTS TO THE ASSESS-
MENT ACT.

—

The promised amendments to the
Assessment Act were lald before the
Legislature on Wednesday in the form
of a bill by the Honerable Minister of
Finance. The bill in question, with one
or two important exceptions, embodies
the recommendations of the Assessment
Commission, which were published in
full and were dealt with editorially in
the Colonist some weeks ago. It is,
therefore, quite unnecessary to discuss
the matter at any length. So far as
practicable the  complaints made
against the present Assessment, Act
have been considered and dealt with.
A differentiation in wild lands as be-
tween lands held for real estate, for
speculative and other purposes, and
lands that were held for timber and
coal purposes, has been made and they
have been classified  accordingly for
assessment.. The objection to the
assessment of personal property had
careful consideration and, although it
wag found impracticable to do away
with it in present circumstances, a re-
duction has been made to two-thirds

| ‘best serve the |

point in fayor of the Pro-|°

! confiscate the lands for such arrears

of one per cent. of the assessed value
with 10 per cent. off for prompt pay-
ment. The assessment on income for
taxation purposes has also been more
favorably adjusted. There are’ also
practical enactments in respect to the
preparation of the assessment roll,
which will make a more intelligible
classification .than heretofore, and the
schedules have been much simplified.
An important recommendation has been
adopted, namely, that for the equaliza-
tion of assessment .throughout the
Province. Heretofore, as we pointed
out on a former occasion, there has
been no uniformity of methods adopted
and the basis of assessment in one
district bore no relation to that in an-
other for the simple reason that as-

each other. We had this anomaly pre-
sented of a farmer on one side of the
district line being assessed for three
or four times the value of similar prop-
erty on the other side. Under the new
arrangement, provision will be made for
assessors devoting more time to their
duties as such than ‘at present and
fewer complaints may be expected as
a consequence.

Disappointment ' has been expressed
on account of 'the fact that the com-~
mission in its report did not deal with
the grievance of land-holders in re-
spect to land being divided up into
small holdings, whereby the assessment
of the latter was greatly increased over
what ‘it was originally when en bloe.
That fact was pointed to as a distinct
discouragement . to' the principle of
small holdings so essential to the set-
ftlement of the country.
‘was felt that tlis was Something re-

to the principle,
doubtless, as a result of the annual con-
ference of assessors and representations
from the Department of Finance some-
thing will be done to remedy what is
obviously opposed to sound principles
of taxation.

The practical effect of the Assess-
ment Act in its amended form is to re-
tion. We shall expect less from wild
rate acts provision has been made for
taxation in other forms which will add
somewhat to the revenue, and we may
also expect an increase of revenue on
incomes. The new Act, when passed,
although coming into "effect immedi- '
ately, will not affect the assessment
for the present year. i

THE DYKING BILL.

On Wednesday the Chief Commis-
sioner brought down a Bill to adjust
dyking assessments. The object of this .
important measure was explained in '
yesterday’s Colonist and little more is
necessary to be said in that regard. It
is intended to give relief to the set-
tlers In the different dyking districts
whose lands are affected. The total
obligation assumed by the Government,
which stands under the Public Dyk=
ing Act as a charge against the lands,
amounts to $981,219. As appears from
the report of the Inspector of Dykes

Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works, the annual assessments re- |
quired’ from the various districts to

per acre as follows :
Ht:ﬂe “ﬁ:g::'agwu
land) .
Maple Ridge (high land)
Coquitlam “Veseide A siees 8.21.83
......... vees 1.80.4
v . 82.2
It will be seen, therefore, that the an-
nual e against ‘the land dis an ex-
ceedingly high one and the farmers and
land owners in these dyking districts
complained that it was impossible for
them to pay the annual assesgments
and all other Government rates. For
instance, on one hundred acres a farmer
in_ Pitt. Meadows would bave had to
pay $272, and in Coqui $321 per
annum. Most of the holdings are of
much larger extent, and, as is well

acreage is improved . and productive.
The problem was, therefore, a very
difficult one. The settlers were .unable

es standing against them, and on
the other hand were unable.to produce
enough to pay the annual charges. As
a'matter of fact, up to the present time
the total amount paid is only a little
over $8,000, while the total amount of
arrearages is $212,400,

There were several courses open to
the Government. One was the proposal
made some time ago to the Govern-
ment to assume the entire obligation
and give back to the settlers one-half
of the land free of obligations on ac-
count of the dyking. This would have
been obviously unfair to the rest of the
Province which has assumed 80 large a
liability over that particular section of
the country. The other was to-allow
the law to take its course and sell or

of assessment charges. The latter
course, it was felt, would have en-
tailed a great -hardship on the land-
holders and the Government, though
it would have been strictly within its
rights, did not feel that it was Jjustified
in taking such extreme measures.

Under the present bill it is proposed
to reduce the total Hability by wiping
out the sum 'of $360,278 and making
the land liable, as formerly, for the
remainder of the obligation, which
amounts to $621,000. In other words,
the Government says “we will give the
settlers another chance.” TUnder . the
new bill Pitt Meadows, instead of pay-
ing $2.72 as the annual assessment per
acre, will pay $1.67. Coquitlam, in-
stead of paying $3.21 per acre, will pay
$2.04. The various amounts are about
as follows, per acre, for all annual
charges :
Pitt Meadows
Maple Ridge (low land) ...
Maple Ridge (high land) ..
ﬁ:qnmam

This is owing
to the fact that the annual assessment
for that district under the old arrange-
ment was very much lower than will
be the lowest assessment under  the
new arrangement, and on the whole; the
conditions in Chilliwack are much
more favorable than those in the other
districts.

It is very little use in harking back
and’ saying that dyking arrangements
were a mistake and should never have
been undertaken. The Government at
the time did what was considered in the
very best Interests of the settlers and
if the enterprises were carried out at
too great a cost it arose from the lack
of experience in those matters. Cer-
tainly, the cost of the Province has
exceeded anything that was anticipated
at the outset and as a charge agamst
the land is unduly burdensome. Prob-
ably the chief complaint against the
present proposal. will be not that a
reduction is being made at a1, but
that it is not sufficiently great. We
do not believe that even with the re-
duction that, under present conditions
in many instances, the annual charges

will be met and, it is quite safe to as-
sume, in a few years a good deal of |
the land will inevitably revert to the'

THIS DRUG STORE

Cyrus H. Rowes|

Open Day and Night

For the convenience of our. customers,
Our prescription department ia acceseible
at any hour of the night; no need to walt.
Walk right in,

88 Government, near Yates Street.

sessors did not in any way confer with |

contained in' the annual report of the |

Jknown, only a small Ppercentage ‘of the |’

4o sell” their lands with: sych h |
dne and Fisheries in %3)01, and the Gov- | charg s

Government. Had it not been for the
interests of the settlers involved it
would have been a much better ar-
rangement for the Government to have
taken over the land altogether, divided
it into small holdings and sold it to
settlers subject to the dyking charges.
In this way forty. or fifty thousand
acres of very good land would have
been made available for settlement and
the advantages to be reaped in a di-
rect way from taxation and from the
general development of the New West-
minster district would have been very
great. However, the Government has
taken the more charitable view of the
situation and has decided to allow the
| land-holders to work out their salva-
{tion under more favorable financial
conditions by relieving them of about
one-third of the lability. The act in
this instance, however, will be less
flexible and where assessments are not
paid each year the land charged with
the liability shall be sold in the same
manner as in the ordinary tax sales,
the Government taking away its own

power to exercise further leniency. We'

trust, however, that, with the greatly
| improved conditions of agriculture in
the Province and the active demand for
.land, the settlers may be able to meet
the new situation successfully and dis-
pose of or otherwise utilize their land
without further loss to themselves or
the Government.
ESCAPED AN OPERATION

‘I had itching piles for six years, and
the doctors told me there was mo cure for
me unlegs an operation. Dr. Chase’s Olnt-

However, it | nﬁent completely cured me in one week. As
t
|

at was six-months ago, and there.has

| been no return of the old trouble, I believe
lating to the a.dminlss;at:gl;, r:té:ter 2_;1&; | that the cure is a permanent 6ne"’——Mr.
)

J. Mawer, Roden, Man,

TOMORROW.

il

‘When asked to come to roz:p and play,

When told a task to do that day,

He hung his head and lazily cried:
Tomorrow.

duce the amount of revenue by taxa- ' When childhood years had passed to youth,

When all prize energy, f

s
lands and personal property. In sepa- | He still put off with the same cry:

Tomorrow.

When off to business late he went

And lagged o'er tasks till day was spent,

Leaving them partly done, he'd say:
TOomorrow.

When purchasing his daily bread,
“I have mot cash today,” he said;
“I"ll ‘pay the bill

Tomorrow."”

‘When time told on his aged frame

He crept along so slow and lame.

He said, “A helping staff I'll get
Tomorrow.”

'When thoughts of death crept wp and
ro!
He thought' to buy six feet of ground,
Yet putting off with the old ecry:
Tomorrow. §
But ‘once for- all he’s up to time;
Today he died e’er bells di¢ chime.
In strangers’ ground they bury him—
MOrrow.
ROBERT A. BATCHELOR.
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.
FOR SALE—10 young pigs $2.50 each. D.
Parsell, mrl9

Swan Lake.

provide for this outlay would amount ‘WANTED—Mare, 5 or 6 years old, 10 to

11 hundred pounds. 142 Fairfield road.
mrl9

PGGS FOR HATCHING—Plymouth Rocks,
$1.50 set 13; $8 per 100. Apply “‘Goepel,”
P. 0. Viatoria. mrl9

FOR SALE—Horse, harmess and buggy.
Address. Jones, photographer, mquh‘x;:llté

FOR SALB_Two driving horses. Apply
at noon, 94 Superior street. mrid

FOR SALE—White, Black, and Buff Or-
pington, White Wyandotte, Brown Leg-
horn, Toulouse geese and Pekin duck eggs
for hatehing, now .ready; White Orping-
tom cockrels and pullets for sale. A. B.
Richards, Cadboro Bay road, terminuos
Fort and Willows tram line. mri4

BILVER”GRIgY DODuylrlIo%B—‘Cock:i $51§

> 4 eggs, H €, 0—a

«DEizes Nanaimo, all v_letarln.ubnr third

z ef. " D:'W. Mﬂn]gzny,‘ ‘Chemaints, B.C.
mr

3. 3

FOR SBALE — Buff Orpington eggs, from
prize-winners at Victoria show; price
per setting, $2 and $1. Apply James
Wood, 127 North Park street, or 125
Johnson stree..

GRANDVIEW POULTRY YARDS—Great-
est laying strain White Leghorns, 12
firsts and speclals Victoria and Vancoa-
ver, last January; hatching eggs guar-
anteed. Free circular. J. J. Dougan,
Cobble Hill, B. C. mrl0

'ADARE POULTRY FARM--Wm.

Baylis,
Ross Bay, Fairfleld Road, Vietoria, B, C.
Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred
and vigorous stock. Barred® Plymouth
Rocks, from first prize birde; 8. C. Black
Minorcas; 8. C. Brown Leghorns; Tou-
louse geese; Pekin ducks. All eggs tested
before shipping and warranted from
choice matings. Orders taken at Brown
& Cooper’s, Government street, or by
post card to P. O. Box 580, Victoria,
B. €, Y mar3

VICTORIA POULTRY YARDS—Buff Orp-
ingtons, White Wyandottes and White
Leghorns; 16 prizes (at last Victoria
show; birds; guaranteed fertlle eggs;
“live eggs,” and day old chicks for sale.
Speed Bros. take orders. 5

FOR BALE—Eggs from hens guaranteed
to lay not less than 200 eggs each per
year; White, Brown, Black Leghorns,
White, Buff, Barred Rocks, $1.00 per
setting. Mre. Bdith Stewart, Chemainus.

FOR SALE—Orpingtons, prize stock, Black
$5 per 15; White $2 setting; Buff, prize
pen, $2;- utility pens, $1; two good trios
for sale. Pekin duck eggs, $1 dozen.
Mise Turner, Cadboro Bay road. Tel.
B337. 128

I'OR SALE—Single comb Rhode Island Red
and Silver Laced Wyandottes’ eggs for
hatching, from prize winning stock, $2.50
per setting; fertility guaranteed. Geo.
C. Anderson, Savoy Cigee Store, 128

FOR SALE—Hackney stallion, bred by Sir
G. Greenall, Warrington, Eng.; yde
mare and eeveral work horses; Jersey,
Guernsey and Shorthorn bulls; Berkshirae
pigs; B. Orpington eggs. G. H. Hadwen,
Duncans. 25

FOR SALE—(Cyphus) incubator and

b: er, once used, or will exchange as
part payment for good fresh cow. Palmer,
Garbally road. 25

WANTED—-AGENTS.

$5.000 PER DAY — Selli ‘“‘Auto-Spray.”
est compressed-air ha sprayer made.
Absolute necessity for every farm and
garden. Secure territory Immediately.
Write for particulars and sample ma-
chine. Cavers Bros., Galt Ont. 114

WANTED—Gentlemen or ladies—$800 per
year and expenses; permanent position;
experience unnecessary. M. A. O’Keefe,
157 Bay street, Toronto. mar3

SPROTT-SHAW

Business University

VANCOUVER, B. C,

Furnishes most rellable courses in
all COMMERCIAL SHORTHAND
(Gregg & Pitman), TYPEWRIT-
ING, TELEGRAPHIC (Rallroad and
Commercial), LANGUAGE AND
TECHNICAL branches.

R. J. SPROTT, 8. A., Principal,
H.A. SCRIVEN, B.A., Viee-Prin.
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Fifty Cents

We will send you one of our
guaranteed Tooth Brushes and e
tube of our Amtiseptic Tooth Paste,
the TWO best helps fo good teesh
you can have, ; &

We make a
specialty of
mail orders and
‘pay postage on
mosteverythin

-that is mailable

' Write to us
about it.

(§84

g
&

CANNED

APRICOTS, GRIFFIN'S EXTR

OCOOOQ

'FRUITS

PEACHES, GRIFFIN'S EXTRA, per tin

A, per tin
PEARS, GRIFFIN'S EXTRA, per tin
SLICED PEACHES, GRIFFIN'S EXTRA, per tin ;

These are the finest canned fruits packed, and are simply delicious.

DIXI H. ROSS & CO,,

The Independent Cash Grocers

|
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BUILDERS' HARDW ARE

Sash Locks

. are exceptionally

Just Recelved a Fine Assortment of

American Locks, Butts,

and Lifts,

Store Door Handles etc.

? Of the very ')atest patterns and styles, Qar prices

low for such

Ligh-class goods,
CALL AND EXAMINE THEM

{ E.G.Prior & Co.

Y . Ltd. Lty.
[l VICTORIA, BrC.

'

: g
Terry & Marett
MAIL ORDER DRUGGISTS.
‘ Victoria, B. C.

(From Friday's
Pilotage Commission—
have been sent out inti
session of the British (]
age Commissioners will |
toria on Wednesday, the
is probable the commis
session for several day
will be made in resped
charges at the various
with the view of making
tion to Ottawa. The I
preparing an exhaustive
their case.

Fulton—Lawry—On T
at the residence of Mrs.
street, the marriage too
Ernest E. Fulton and M
ond daughter of Mrs. 1.a
K. B. Adams, pastor of
tan Methodist church, o
large compauny' of friendg
interesting ceremony. M|
ry assisted the bride, an
was Mr. Joseph Lawry,
wedded pair, who receive
ber of fine gifts, will o
short honeymoon trip tald
dence in this city.

The Halibut Co.—Mr
secretary of the British
(o., has returned from
he arranged for the pur
fishing stores not obtain|
iColumbia. He reports tH
of the company’s stock ¢
of in Seattle, but as som
ors object to the sale of
cans, the deal has not
It is certainly a questiox
advisable to allow United
ors to profit by an induf
by Canadians, and prot|
fishery laws of the Dom
cient stock is sold in Caj
the company to start op
not be necessary to dispog
the line.

Woodmen of the Worl
ing the regular semi-m
of Camp No. 57, W. of
in their lodgeroom, A.
Being St. Patrick’s Da;
of the meeting will be
the rest of the evening
to ‘-mutual entertainme!
time. The members of
cle are to be present, ai
strate to their brethren
the meaning of an apry
social. ‘A short progy
rendered, followed by re
dancing. A good time
choppers who may atten

Not Rearrested.—Joh
bartender who was arres
police on information W
Francisco asking that
safe-breaking at Cape )
was soon afterward re
of habeas corpus proceel
Mr. George E. Powell, h
not been rearrested. Hi
to be still in Victoria.
stated yesterday that K
ther information with
case and did not know
Deputy Marshal Cody,
asking that the arrest Y
now come to Victoria.
in Victoria for some t!
considerable time in .
Lulu Watts, a local my
former was married to
Nome.

New Indian Reserve.
in the current issue of
on a report dated 3rd of
the minister of the im
that notice has been red
department, of Indian a
situated in township 5,
of the sixth meridian
lumbia, is required for
Indians and is describe}
With-En . Indian rese
1,407 acres. The minis
that this parcel of land
from the operation of t
subject to existing righf]
agreed under the same,
under the administratio
partment of Indian affa

Business Incorporatio
monopolizes the list of A
ated companies appea
rent issue of the BritisH
zette. The D. C. McGHy
Limited, absorbs and
business of D. C. McG
agent, with capital stod
L. Marstrand, manufa
becomes the J. L. Mars
Limited, capitalized at
Yick Company, with a
000, is formed to acqu
and business interests g
Charlie Yip Yen; the }
Limited, is incorporatg
stock of $50,000; and
Park Company, Limited]
capital of $25,000.

Gazette Annnounce
in the minor notices in
lumbia Gazette of yes
following: The Big Be
pany, Limited, propoj
Fosthall Creek for lum}j
Blackwell & Billings,
tractors, have dissolv
Mr. M. F. Blackwell ¢{
Cavanaugh becomes a
Challenger Mining
Company, Limited, vice]
Trust Agency and Loa
Vancouver seeks to ¢
ate name to that of thel
Company, Limited; and
meeting of the Vancou
pany is set for the 6th
couver.

A Voice From The
front page of The Ca
man, Winnipeg, there
Mr. D. B. Bogle, ex-edj
ist, and an article b;
“Some Features of the
fie Slope.” ‘It deals wi
British Colymbia in
the petroleum possibili
head valley, and some
istics of the Bast and
valleys, and, briefly, o
southern British Colum]
coast range. The arti
gle’s own peculiar, virl

Mr. Peters’ Private
car “Minnedosa,” whie
toria on Wednesday e
{Peters, general traffic
€. R., attracted eqg
tion as it stood on thel
& N. depot yesterday,
notable in that it is th
class passenger rolling
transcontinental road
toria. The car is a W
with sleeping, dining
rooms, and all the ot
iences which inventive
vides for those who a

A BROAD STA
Thig amnouncement
any qualifications. Heq
preparation in the world
Dr. Leonhardt's Hem-}
case of piles. It is inf
tablet. :

It ds the only pile

It 4s impossible to oy

je 'of plles with ointm

- of outwand i
A guarantee is issue

" age wof Dr. Leonhardt's

reontains a month’'s tres
Go and talk ito your

The n-Fyle Co.,
Falls, Ont.




