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The, Capital Question as regards
** Public Faith*” and * Honor.*
A few days ago we quoted from the

Prorogation Speech of His Excellency

for the purpose of demonstrating the

fallacy of the views advanced by
some ot the honorable members whe
took part in the debate upon the
capital question. To-day we propose
to discuss the merits of that question
with reference to “ Public Faith ” and

« Honor,” as alluded to by the Gover-

nor,and for the purpose ot rendering the

matter clear, reproduce the previously
quoted paragraph, as follows :

“If in spite of your resolution in favor of
Victoria, I still hesitate on .removing my
abode and thé ‘seat of ‘the Legislature from
the spot established by law, you will under.-
stand that I consider: :the:public faith and
honor arrayed oa the one side against possi-

ble expediency on the other.”

We bere find the matter treated com-
pletély as one of « public faith” and
¢ honor;” and this point was vehe~
mently pressed in debate by several
members hostile to the resolation
which was carried; indeed, if we mis-
take not, it was their main argument.
The objection, it will be seen, perhaps
conveys—though we are satisfied that
it was not here so intended—an ob-
lique reflection upon the majority of
the Council, and, wo* must add, upon
the vast majority of the inhabitants of
the United Colony, as preferring ¢ ex-
pediency” to “public faith and honor,”
or at least as not being sufficiently
alive to the claims of the latter. The
matter, in one important point of
view, being now almost set at rest,
we trust we shall find but little diffia
culty in proving that * public faith ”
and “honor” are not involved in the
inquiry, and that the seat of Govern-
ment may safely be removed to Vie-
toria without their sacrifice on the
shrine of  expediency.” If we peruse
the Proclamation of the 14th of Feba
ruary, 1859, whieh is.reterred to as a
pledge of the Legislature as to the
locality ot the capital, we find that it
deals with three matters—namely,
Crown Lands, Gold Claims, and the
Capital of British Columbia. We find,
moreover, that the main object of the
last part appears to be to stace that
New Westminster is to be the capital

instead of Langley, and it indemnifies

lotholders at the Iatter place by giving
them town lots as compensation in the
former. But we seck in vain, and no
wonder, for anything approaching to
a promise that' id the event of Union
with Vancouver Island, New West-
minster was to be the capital of the
United Colony. The words made use
ofare: It isintended with all des.
patch to lay out and settle the site
of a city to be the capital of British
Columbia ;” and the friends of New
Westminster are bound to make out
that this constituted a promise by. Sir
James Douglas, and thiat he intended
to convey such promise (for this algo
is" essential) that New Westminster
shiould in all events be the seai of
Government. The bare idea that Sir
James iatended that whenever Union
should take place Victoria should
be supplanted by New Westminster,
and that he ehould have issued the
Proclamation with that object in view,

_is-enough to cause a sntile with any

ome who knows the Colony. The
rapid and steady rise of. Victoria
under « his ‘admidistration, the high
prices of her town 16ts, q’gd’ihe numer:
ous substantial storos built during
that prospetous period, form the best
Proot as to which city was looked
upon . a&s. the : future, capital of
the ' United Colony. - Suapposing,
moreover, - the {wo Cofonies had
been’ united under the title of the
Colony of British Columbia and Vane
couver Island—and probably the sole
reason for not adopting this name was
its length—there could not have been
a8y room for the argament. What dif.
ference can it make that the expression
# Brit‘tsh' Columbia” was selected ? We
©annot , suppose that tho shorter title
Wwas preferred with a view to afford

81 argdment if tavor of Westminster, |

Such & manceuvre wounld be entirely
beneath the dignity ot the' Imperial
Parliatent, agd we should bo sorry to
think that even interested parties

would resort to it, and thereby ate
tempt t0 impose upon the Legisla-~
ture ; still less can it be supposed that
we, a8 a Colony, can be sacrificed and
tied down by an artifice. They who
ascert that “ public faith and honor”
are at stake are called upon to make
out that some promise was made that
in any event New Wostminster sheuld
be the Capital, even if Briiish Colum-
bia was united to other Colonies or
States, In short, thatif annexed to
her neighbors on her southern frontier,
or, what we should greatly prefer to
see, taken into the British North
American Coofederacy, the preten—
sions of the City of Stumps should
continue unaffected, and that she
should still claim to be the Capital in
preference even to San Frantisco in
the one case, and Montreal, Ottawsa
or Quebec in the other. Of course,
such a proposition is simply ridiculous;
but wé submit that it is no more than
a legitimate conclusion necessarily to
be drawn from the doctrine that “pub.
lic faith” and ¢ honor” require that
New Westminster should be the Capi.
tal after Union; this latter proposi-
tion, leading as it does to an absurd
result, must therefore be abandoned
as a fallacy. But the matter may be
put upon another, and, we believe, a
wider ground. We deny that the se-
lection of a particular place as a
Capital necessarily imports that there
is never to be a change, when sub-

stantial reasons ezist for a removal.
Tne history of English legislation,
from an early period, shows a con~
stant effort to make laws continually
conform to the ever varying necessi-
ties of mankind. Such must be the
case in every prosperous and en-
lightened community. We know, for
instance, that though it is a trite
maxim, that ¢ every man’s house is
his castle,” yeot every railway or other
important public work that is under~
taken, shows that in numerous in-
instances the Legislature bave dis-
regarded it. Complaints used to be

made as loud and louder than those of
our New Westminster friends about
what “public faith” and ¢ honor”
required, but the Legislature allowed
the public works %o proceed notwitha
standing. It is admitted that pew
laws must constantly he mads to meet
new circumstances ; but whilst every-
thing else is mutable, is the question of
the Capital to be determined by a ruls
as inflexible as the prineiple which
pervaded the laws of the Medes and
Persians ? Suppose at some future day
a rallway is made from Bute Inlet to
the Recky Mountains, and communi-
cates with the Hastern Provinces, and
that a large town is formed at the
head of the lnlet, whilst those along
the Fraser River become deserted,
must New Westminster still ,be the
Capital, potwithstanding the most
intolerable inconvenience ? 1In truth,
the Legislature never does or can
attempt to bind subsequent Legisla~
tures on this poing. Suph interference
would be contrary to well established
principles, and ‘must not be thought of
in & Colony. A site for a Capital may
often be selected during the infancy of
a new State, which time and circum-
stances will prove to have been inex.
pedient ; and in_this, a8 in other in~
stances, as soon as we find we have
made a mistake we shkounld promptly correct
it. Cannda,' California asd New Zealand ail
farpish parallel cases, and we need oot {nok
in, vai for them in the old world. Victoria,
moreover, has lost her free port—a, perhaps,
necedsary sacrificé 1o the exigencies of Union,
but which tells ‘beavily on those who haye
invested in her town lots and stores *on the
faith of the contitwance of a free trade
policy ; and New Westminster cannot ex-
pect that during a serious organic change
she will not be called upon to surrender
somelhing, if required, to the great prinsiple
of modern Legislation—the benefit of the
community at large. The time will perhaps
come when population, as we {rust, flowing
in from the East, Vietoria will in turn have
to yield to some town in the interior of the
mainland, and find that what she took from
New Westminster ¢ is given to another.”

Ereer of the Egmont’s crew having re-
fused to' do -duty, théy were yesterday sen-~
tenced by the magistrate to undergo tefms
of imprisonment varying from six to twelve
weeks, and three of ths number were each
ordered to Icse ten dollars of their pay. The
investigation shewed that thé men had no
real gronnds for complaint, and that they were
really too well treated by Captain Inglis.
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LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

Tuesday, April 9th

Municipal Council.

The Council met last evening—the Mayor
and Councillors Gowen, Gibbs, Hebbard and
Trahey were present.

COMMUNICATIONS.

From N. M. Hicks, requesting payment of
$8.50 as due Kavanagh & Co. Laid over,

From A. DeCosmos, requesting payment
of an account due late firm of Harries & Co.
Laid over,

A second claim of A. DeCosmos wis re-
ferred to the Finance Committee.

The Clerk stated that several verbal com-
plaints had been made in regard to defective
sidewalks,

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT,

The committee to whom was referred, at
last meeting, several claims for examination,
reported that their liabilities of the past three
years were greater than anticipated. The
c.mmittee recommended payment of 25 per
cent on all bills over $5; payment in full
of smaller amounts ; balance of claims to be
paid quarterly, if funds are in kand ; parties
indebted to' the Couneil and baving taxes to
pay the Council, ‘the same be ‘taken as get
offs: that the respestive amounts due the
clerk and messenger up to Nov, 7, 1865, be
paid in full,

The Mayor suggested that some street im-
provements be commenced.

Counciilor Gowen believed that before
the end of the municipal jear improvements
to culverts and street crossings would most
likely be eflected. The Council would then,
he thought, be in a better position thaa for
some time past,

On motion of Mr Gibbs, who agreed with
the equity of the recommendation of the
committee, the report was unanimously
adopted.

MR TITUS’ CLAIM—THE VIEW STREET DRAIN
" MATTER AGAIN.

The committee on this case recommended
that it be referred te a Committee of the
Whole, and that Mr Titas be requested to
attend. The matter bas already engaged the
attention of a Select Committee. Agreed to,
and Weduesday evening was fixed,

A. Bunsier asked permission. to raise the
sidewalk pear his premises, in order to effect
an improvement to his brewery. Referred to
committee on sidewalks.

A special claim, due to the late evening
papers, respectively, were ordered paid,

Councillor Gowen detailed particulars of
defective sidewalks in various parts of the
city.

The clork was instructed to prepare for
signature the respective checks for claims
as per recommendation of the Finance Com-
mittee,

_ Council adjourned till Wednesday even-
ing.

. Summary Court.

Official Assignee of Henry Fry v. Luxon—
To recover $240, excess of seizure. Ad.
Jjourned till Wednesday. :

Beneker v. Davies—Juadgment for $10 12.

Nagle v. Meldrum—To recover 888, share
of scow and interest. Judgment for $46 66,

Bayley v. Mason—Judgment for $58 27.

Ross v Mason—To recover for property left
in defendant’s possession. Judgment for $30.

Mary Rothwell v Rabson— Rent, Judg-
ment for $20.

Smith v Bradley—-Promissory note for $35
25. Judgment for plaintiff,

"Assignees of Bayley v Booth—Judgment
for $69. ;

Nicholson v Byrom—Judgment for 867.

Marvin v Booth—Judgment for $25.

Davis v Reynolds & Co—To recover $145,
balance alleged to be due for wages , de~
fendants paid into Court $59, Judgment for
defendants—each party to pay their own
costs. 6

CowicEAN DisTRIcT— Ploughing has com-
menced in earnest in Cowichan, the season
being fully a monsh earlier than it has been
in other years. Owing to the grist mill that
was erected last fall, quite an amount of
wheat will be raised this summer—a gratify-
ing fact, a8 hitherto no wheat, except for
chicken feed, has been raised in the settle-
ment. A large amount of pork has been
killed and cured duriog the last winter ; one
farmer killed alone 7000 or 8000 lbs., all of
which will be sent to market shortly. Farm-
ers gencrally are displaying a little more
spirit than formerly., They fancy times are
about to be a little better for them: A school
for Indiane in connection with the Church of
England, is to be established, and a school-
bouse will be erected pear the parsonage at
once; it is hoped by the Bishop that ip
the course of twenty years some good results
may be apparent. . Two out of the four whis.
key shops that formerly did such a flourighe
ing business in the settlement bave closed—
a fact not to be regretted when taken in the

abstract—but it is vet a disputed point
whether the decreased consumption of alcohol
is attributable 10 the increase of piety or to
the increase of poverty in the settlement. Lyt
us hope it is not the latter.

Poor MRrs CorprrMaN always has a griev-
ance that only Mr Pemberton csn redress,
Her last complaint was made yesterday
sgainst a Siwash, whom she charged with
stealiog a pair of three dollar ranfs from her
store. The accused pleaded that she gave
him the pants in part payment of his wages,
which were in' &rrears, Mg Copperman
swore that she saw'the pénts on her shelf on
Friday, wheteas a trader on Johison strée;
testified that he saw the Indian wearing the
pants & week previous, The pfisoner wag
discharged, Mr Pemberton advising Mrs Cops

perman to employ mote truet wortdy servants
for the future,

B&¥ Eleven thousangd two hu;dred‘ and
fifty dollars were subscribed at the Southern

Relief Meeting in San Francisco,

M. M. 8. ZgALous aND REiNDEKR,—The Lon-
don Z%mes of the 30th January says :—*Private
letters received from Madeira by our Chatham
correspondent announce the arrival on the 23d
ult, of Her Majesty’s armour~plated ship Zeal«
ous, 20, 800-horse power, Capt. R: Dawkins,
besring the flag of Rear-Admiral the Hon, G.
F. Hastings, Commandersin-Chief of the Paci~
ficsquadron. During her passage out the
Zealous had encountered very severe weather,
and ran short of coals, necessitating her putting
into Lisbon for a supply.” After receiving 200
tons at Madeira she sailed again at noon on
the 27th ult., all well. The sloop-corvetta
Reindeer, 7, 200-horse power, Commander E.
Nares, arrived at Madeira on the 1st inst., after
a lengthened passage, during which she en~
countéred a succession of very high gales.
On the 14th ult. the Reindeer exchanged sig~
nals with the brig Commerce of London,
standing east, in lat 49 40 and long 3 45,
The Reindeer was at Madeira at the despatch
of the mail, but would leave in a few days
for China.” [It was previously reported,that

Eps Covonist.]

" CoMBINATION oOF Steamsnip CoMpanizs—
A despatch from San Francisco, April 5th,
says: ‘ Rumors of the consolidation of the
Portland steamship lines have been rife for
several days, Parties directly interested
either refuse to give information or deny that
the propositions have been fully accepted.
We have reason to believe, however, that
the screw steamships Mountana and Idaho in
the Anchor Line, and the new sidewheel
steamer Oregonian, owned by parties in Ore«
gon, bave been purchased by the California
Steam Navigation Company, and the Cali-
fornia, Oregon and Mexican Steamship Com~

papy, and that these two lines will hereafier
cootrol the Portland route. The rates for
passage are fixed at $35 for cabin and $20
lor steerage passengers. The rates before
the opposition was put on were $45 and 820.
Freight is now $7 against $10 prior to the
inauguration of the opposition line. Allagree
that the late rates have been ruinously low.

ARRIVAL OF THE FIDELITER.—The Fideliter
arrived yesterday at 10 o’clock from Portland,
having made a very quick trip between the
two ports. She brings a full cargo and ten
passengers. We are indebted to Capt.
Erskine and the steward of the steamer for
files of late Oregon papers, from which we
take a number of interesting delayed de-
spatches.

BRUTAL AssavLt—A child of the Flowery
Kiogdom, while walking in the suburbs on
Sunday, was attacked by four Indians, who
knocked him down and kicked him in a
dreadful manner about the head and body,
Two young Siwashes were **taken up”
charged with having been concerned in ‘the
beating.

For Kissine B8 Wire.—Willlam Kelly,
the individual who, disregarding the direcs
tion of the' Court to keep away from his wife,
called upon her and insisted upon Kkissing
her, was yesterday sentenced to pay a fine
of $20, or in default of *payment ten days’
imprisonment 1n the county jail—8. F.
Call.

THE GLaRAMARA.—Dickson, Campbell & Co.
have chartered the H. B. Co.’s ship Glaramara
to take a cargo of coal from Nanaimo to San
Francisco, and to load with grain at the last
named port for England.

AMONG the passengers per Fideliter we
noticed Hon. W, C. Johnson, the American
gentleman who represents the United States in
the Government commission to inquire into
the Hudson Bay Company’s claims.

Tae Sir James Douglas is undergoing re
pairs to her feed-pipes, and will not start for
the N. W. coast until to-morrow.

IZ= A Washington despatch stafes that
when the Russian Treaty was received by the
Senate it créated a general ridicule.

Tak schooner Rebecca, well known in these
waters, hds been sold by virfde of a mortgage
at San Francisco for $1000.

,Rarip—A clipper ship,named the Herald

ldaM‘o.

MORE MURDERS BY INDIANS—STAGE AT«
TACKED—THREE MEN KILLED.

The following is from the Idaho Stafes.
man of the 26th ult :

Yesterday about noon the stage was
coming over from Silver with four pasiens
gers, named Pomeroy, Bennett, Ullman, and
another whose name we did not learn, and
Younger the driver. When just at thefoot
of the bill, very pear the spot where McCoy
was killed last summer, they were fired upon
by a band of Indians. Younger was shot
at the first volley, having his arm broken
and a wound in the right side, He dropped
the reins, when Pomeroy, who was on the
seat beside him, took them up and drove on
as fast as possible: Befure going far, how=
ever, it became apparent that Younger
could nof remain on the seat, and the
stopped the team, when Bennett and Reiche
berger got out and took Younger into the
stage. This balt gave the lnd:aos time to
overtake the stage again, so that they fired
another volley at the stage before it started,
As they started Bennett asked to drive, as
bhe was accustomed to drive a stage team,

the Reindeer was destined for this station.— | bat Pomeroy insisted that he was a good

driver “and . drove . on, 'making very good
lime, at least spfficient to ain ppon the
Indians: The next misfortune (hat happen«
ed was ‘the breaking of the hold back strap
of the near wheeler, which soon threw the off
horse under the tongue. Ullman and Po-
meroy loosened the leaders, when one of them
got away from Pomeroy and ram down
toward the ferry.. ; Pomeroy said to Ullmao, .
“ Let me take this horse and go and catch
the other one.” About thig moment the *
Indians came ‘in sight again. Pomeroy
mounted the horse that Ullman bad and
rode off at full speed, the latter following on
foot. Bennett and Reichenberger had been
meiowhile getting the wheel Lorses upe
tangled with .a view to drive on if possible.
Six or seven minutes had been consumed
since they stopped, but before:they could get
hitched up again the Indians came within }
casy range and commenced firing. There
being Do prospect of escaping with the
stage Reichenberg started off on foot, while
Renoett mounted the horse that was loose,
to leave, supposing that Younger-was dead, '
But Youoger seeing Bennett moant, begged
him pot te leave bim- Bennet, then belped
Younger out of the stage on the horse
bebind him, the Indiags firing all the while.
That they were not both Kkilled seems a .
miracle., Bepnett says he felt the wind of .
several balls or sluggs as they passed his
face, and Younger recaived one ball 1 the -
right leg as he was getting on the horse, |
Younger soon became go faint that he conld
not hold ou the horse and begged to be left -
in the brosh. Bennett kept him on, #
however, until ba got g little . oat of
sight of the Indians, aod then left
him' in a small ravine a few yards from -
the road. The Indians did not find him after
that. Bennett now took Reichenberg op the
borse with him and began again to make his *
escape. One of the Indians had by this time
out the harness off the horse that was left and ;
cameé dowa upon them again on the right,
the others following bebind. Uliman had by -
this time secreted himself among somo rocks,
but seeing - Benbett and Reichenberg come
along, came out after them, They had no
arms to make a fight, and they could not all
eecape on oue horse. So the two rode off '
toward the ferry and Ullman started again .
for his biding place ; bat it ig presumed that
the mouated Indian discovered him as he wag
found dead near the place. Bennett and
Reichenberg made g00d the.r escape, arrive
ing at the ferry some time after Pomerby. A
party of seven soon started bagk to rescue
the men left behind, but the Indians had
done their worst and fled. Ullman was found
near ths rocks where he had hid, shot throagh
the heart. He had three shots in his bedy
and a wound on his head, as if made with g
rock, Youcger had died on the 8pot where -
be was left, and had seven shotg in his body
and limbs: Op going back to the stage they
found it rifled, the mail bags cut open and .
the letters scattered abont; The Frenchman,
Buchee, was also found near the stage, mur~
dered and scalped. ‘

TERRIFIC FIGHT AT A BALL,

Chandler, the €xpressman, arrived this
afternoan with teo days later news fromf
Rocky Bar. A bloody fight cccurred there :
on the 161h inst., at which a notorious rough, .
pamed Harry ‘Seymour, was killed, and
another rough, named McQueen and Sheriff
McClaren. wounded—the Jatter in the leg. It
appears that McQueen and Seymonr raised.
a muss at a dance thit was taking place at g’
boarding house of Mr Vroom. Mr Derrick:
and Mr McClaren tried to quiet them,,
whereupon Seymour commenced firing at
them. = Another man, named Settle, fired
twice at McQueen, and then. shog Seymour,
who was about to kill Derrick, A private
note from there says, “the whole community
sympathizes with Settle, who is now nnder~

of the Morning, has made thg, trip from- San
Francisco to Liverpool in ninety days,

36" Michael Reese bas paid the $5000
awarded Mrs Clarke.

. IG= The steamship Colorado left ‘San
Francisco for China on the 4th inst,

IG= Oregon Flour sells for $15 50 in New
York city. - o :

Mr. Franklyn’s Vote on the Capital
3 Question,

Nanawo, 4th April, 1867,
Mgsses, EpiTors :—You will not be sura
prised to léarn that the folks here are indige
nant about the way Capt. Franklyn cast hig
vote on'the capital question. The hon. gen~
tleman certainly acted under Som«  potent
inffuence, else his vote would hive t.en re
corded on the other side. We only Lupe his
vote will not be construed in such & way as. to |
lead to the belief that he in the smallest
degree represents the feelings or wishes of this
community in the matter, as he most asgiredly
does not, There is scarcely - an—individual in
town who, were he asked, would'not say that
Yictoria to all intents and purposes should be
the capital ; consequently the seat of Govern-
ment; Weare at & 10ss to understand Hhow
Mr, Franklyn so easily lost sight of the in-
terest of this town and that of the whole
colony, Perhaps Mr. Birch held bis rod over

him, “OLD FLAG.”

going an examination for killing Seymour.”

WENT THE  Wooig ‘H.od.i-e-‘AV_ﬂeérﬂln»
boarding house keeper in: Cincinnati ..had,
roast pig for dinner on Sunday. The animg]
(a small one) was served up whole, and as it
was placed oo the table sent forth an :appetiz<
ing and savory smell that prevaded the
dining-room and made every occurant wish
lor a slice; but to the estonishment of every
guest, & great burly, hirsute Tentonie pork-
dealer from the conntry, sat down opposite
the dish and incontirently appropriated the
entire roast. The landlord happened. to be
absent, and good breeding prevented any of
the guests from entering a protest; Ans
made such havoe of the dish, and wiped hig
his lips with such evident relish, that one of
the waiters, with a keeper genge of the fun,
approached him and inquired if he would
bave anything else, «: | Hang’ beaming face
brightened 10 & moment, and he asked in
re'ply,' “Got any more oy dem leete hogs ?”

. Libels on the Flowers.—The ineense breathin,
blossoms of eyery 6lime ‘are infamously libelled bg
p?mes Who attach the names of these exquisite prokficts
o natmie 10 preparations manufactured. from pungent
%S;eﬂt"' oils, rray and Lanman’s Florida
ater, 8 the standard perfume of
Spanish A ntly simulated by impostors,
whose preparations are not only werthless, but dee-
ious to health, producing a pernicious effect upon the
brain and heérves, besides becoming rancid and disagree-
%0 the gense of smell soon alter contact with the air.
Beware of such. Avoid them. Murray and Lan |
man’s Florida Water is the purest and most lasting
of all perfumes, A~ Purchasers are requested to see
that the words “ Frorma War MURRAY AND LaNMAN!
No. 69 Water street, New York,” are stamped in tha
&lass on each bottle, Without this none is genuine, [ ]




