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" Estimates, Past and Present,
Without eatering upon the question
of how much the Colony can afford to
pay for the current expenses of the
Government for the ensuing ﬁs?al
yeoar, & comparison of the present.; with
the estimates of previous years will not
fail to beinteresting. Theamount asked
for this year is $701,710 80 for the use
of the united Colony. The-totalamount
Cked by the Government of the main«
land for the year 1866 was $723,366
(which amount did not include the
ocean mail subsidy), and the amount
yoted did not fall short of the sum
asked. In 1865, £228,335, or $1,141,~
675, were asked and obtained ; and in
1864, £147,598, or $737,990, were
cheerfully *voted by the Council for
the uses of the Government. The sum
voted for the use of the Island Gov-
ernment in 1866 was $194,000, but
nearly $300,000 were expended,
mostly in the payment of salaries. In
1865, Governor Kennedy sent down
his first Estimates, demanding $390,~
466 90, which amount was reduced by
the Assembly to $298,618. In 1864,
$295,309 50 were voted for the public
service. In 1863, $I157,000 were
deemed sufficient for Governmental
purposes.  In 1862, Governor Douglas
received £22,863, or $114,315 (of whioch
amount £2,458, or $12,290 remained
nnexpended). In 1861, £22,500, or
$112,500, were voted, of which amount
only £19,136, or $95,680, were ex~
pended. In 1860, Governor Douglas
sent his first Estimates down to the
Assembly; they footed up the modest*
sum of £22477, but the Assembly
voted oumly or $81,500. During
those days of cheap Government on
the Island, it will be borne in mind
that public works were prosecuted
and carried out; roads built and mac~
adamised, and a great activity was
noticeable in every branch of the Gov-
ernment service. The largely in-
creased amounts for the use of Gover~
nor Kennedy provided for very little
or any public improvement, and were,
we might say, almost swallowed up in
the payment of official salaries. In
1864, the total expenses of the two

1411! In 1866, the combined ex-
penses reached §1,023,366—a reduction
of some $500,000 upon that of the year
previous. The amount now asked by
the Government of the united Colony
is $701,710, a reduction on last year’s
expenses of the mainland alone of
$22,000; but even at this compara.
tively low figure there is a deficiency
of at least $26,000 to be provided for
by the imposition of additional
burthens upon the people. The sum
of $701,710 looks small when compared
with the enormous footings up ot pre=
vious estimates; and while large re.
ductions appear in the official salaries,
nearly $100,000 of the amount will be
saved by the stoppage of  pablic
works ; the expenditures are prin~
cipally for salaries and $212,000 to
stop the mouch of that insatiable
moth Inteérest. The $350,442 50 set
down for the use of the Treasurer in—-
cludes the interest on the loans, re-
demption bonds, ete.

The News.
The Reform meeting in London, on

the 11th, passed off in a satisfactory
mapgger. There waa no disturbance.
The despaich says that the Derby
Ministry will introduce a Reform
measure which will be passed by reso-
lation. If this plan be adopted much

of the bitter feeling now existing to~
ward the Government will be allayed ;
but we question if Bright and those
working with him will be satisfied
with any measure that does not secure
Manhood Suffrage and vote by ballot.
The ballot is desirable. The want of
it has, no doubt, been the cause of
much of the corruption lately exposed
at Totnes and other rotten boroughs;
but universal suffrage is not to be
seriously thought of for a’ moment.
Its adoption would jeopardise the con.
stitution, it not the throne itself.
In Mexico, Miramon, one of the
bravest and best of the Imperial com~
manders, has captured the city of
Zacatecas, and 2,000 ' prisoners.
Juarez, one of the Presidents of the
Liberal forces, made his eseape from

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
PROCEEDINGS.

| Specially Reported for ihe British Colonist.]

Monpay, Feb 11.
Council met at 3 p. m. Present the Hons
Birch, (presiding) Crease, Woo?, = Brew,
Hamly, Ball, Robson, Southgate, Cox,
Trutch, Sanders, O'Reilly, Barnard.

MESSAGE.

No 3 from the Governor enclosing returns
of the Assay Office, which was ordered to
be printed.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Hon Robson on Thursday next to move an
address to the Governor recommending
certain alterations in the Tariff.

INDIAN RESERVES.

Hon Robson moved an address to ihe
Goverpor urging the desirabiiity of having
the Indian Reserves of the Colony reduced
to what is ' necessary for the actual use of
the natives and to have such reserves pro-

‘perly defived, the remainder jo be thrown

open: to seitlement. The hon geotleman
said although he gave tLe President credit
for baving reduced the limits of some large
reserves on the Thompson River and in other
parts of the Colony, still extensive undefined
reserves -existed on the lower Fraser which
had been peglected and the settlers com-
plained bitterly. In the Chiliwack district
which be had recently visited, and from
which he would be enabled to furnish the
House with some valuable statistics, there
was a reservation which was supposed to be
1000 acres in extent, while the Indians num
bered only about 300 men, women, and
children and only occupied some 50 acres.
These desirable lands being thus locked up
were useless to the w{;te settlers, and fre-
quent disturbances arose between them and
the Indians through castite\straying on their
scatiered and unfenced potatoe patches and
being maimed or destroyed. It was an im-
portant question, and the sdoner attended to
the better for the aboriginals and the settlers.
The policy he favored would be one that
would apportion a reasonable portion of
land to their families which they would
value as an inheritance and be more dis.
pesed to improve ; at presentAheir notions of
title were too indefinite;  /

Hon Creass opposed the motion as the
question was fraught with difficulty and
danger. = The Indians were particularly
sensitive of their rights as original posses-
gors of the soil and were entitled to the
greateat consideration. The hon gentleman
bad not made out a case and it was uanwise
to press it on the Government.

Hon Trutch argued that the urgency of
defining the Indian Reserves generally had
not been shown. Individual cases had and
would mect with the attention of Govern»
ment, and injthe particular district referred
to the Reserves might be reduced without
injury to the Indians. _

Hon President spoke against the motion
on the ground that the matter was not so
urgent as to warraut the expense of defin-
ing all the Indian Reserves: If the hon
mover would confine himself to showing the
necessity in his particular district he should
be happy to vote forit. :

Hoo Barnard#did not think it was good
policy to confine it to any particular localitv.
There were other reservations where the
uncertain extent and tenure of the Indian
title retarded settlement. ‘T'he hon gentle-
man instanced a large stretch of eight
miles of desirable land on the Bonaparte
river whieh had been staked off and it was
advisable to make it known that 1t did not
all belong to Indians and was open to
settlers, as white men believicg that there
was no land left there for pre-emption
passed by that section of country. The
settlement of the Reserves at Kamloops
last year had given great satisfaction. The
Reserves should all be marked off so that
settlers might know what was open for pre-
emption. Persons abroad who had any
notion of emigrating were guided by the
reports received from friends hera and it
injured the country to let it be known that
the best country was reserved for the natives
and that the re-:t was worthless.

Hon Ball said the previous speaker was
mistaken in the extent of the Reserve in the
Bonaparte country. It was a mere strip of
land about 100 yards wide runbing along
the banks of the river. A promise had
been given to the chief of the tribe to have
it surveyed and that would be done by curtail
ing it as much as possible, The motion
must be confined to the lower Fraser or he
could not support it.

Hon Cox explained that the object of the
stakes was to warn people’off. The reser-
vation was only about the width of the river
extending three or four miles along tne bank
and was nearly all gravel and stoce.

Hon O’Reilly thought it expedient that the
attention of the. Government should be
directed to the Reserves generally, and some
effort made to put an end to the frequent
conflicts between natives and white men ;
the matter was an important one buta
general survey at the present time would
involve too large an outlay,

Hon Robson hardly knew bow to proceed,
not anticipating opposition and net wishing
to coofine his motion to his own district.
He asked hon members to support the
motion as it left the Government to proceed
as it thought best without having its hands
tied. The most urgent cases could be first
dealt with. He never contemplated hos«
tility to the Indians, bat believed the
proposed course would tend to benefit them
equally,

Hon Orease said the motion urged® the
Governor to define the Reserves and would
be thus construed as the desire of the
House. Tha case should be so represented
as to .enable the House toaet intelligently.

Hon Southgate asked whether it was con-
templated to pay the Indians for their
land because this was a great question with
the Indians on the Island, and the House
could not be prepared to entertain such a
peoposition without full data being placed
it. ;

Hon President coincided.

Hon Wood showed the difficulties that

$he place,

stood in the way of the settlement of the
Indian title to lands, and the critical eye

with which any acquisition -of title would be
watched at home and in the Colony.

The resolution having been amended so
as to coofine the surveys to the lower Fraser
was allowed to pass.

ASSIMILATION OF LAWS.

The Oaths and Evidence bill wasread a
gecond time and considered in committee,
Hoon Sanders in the chair.

Hon Cox said be could find nothing ia
the bill relating to Chinese oaths., Hon
Wcod explained that the form of oath con-
sidered to be binding on the conscience was
usually administered, aud that generally con
sisted in burning a piece of paper or break=
ing a plate while the oath was administered
through an interpreter.

Hon Cox said he had considerable ex-
perience in taking their evidence, and could
never succeed .in eliciting the trath from a
Chinaman. ¢He had tried every form of
oath from a piece of burnt paper to smashing
plates, and had even gone so far as to break
a dish, but there was only one way to get
truath out of a Chiuaman and that was to
break a dish on his head instead of the floor.
(Laughter). :

Hon Wood remembered a case in which
two Chinamen swore exactly the oppostte.
One of them must have spoken the truth.

The Cbhairman of the Select Committee
reported the following bills as prepared :
Vending and Giving Intoxicating Liquor to
Indians ; Relating to S.heriffs ; Declaring
the application of English Laws through
Columbia ; Interest Ordinance ’67. Bills
read a first time and Council adjourned till
Wednesday at 3 p. m.

Wednesday’s Sitting,

Council met at 3 p.m. Present: Hons.
Birch (presiding), Crease, Wood, Hamly,
Brew, Bail, Smith, Barnard, Robson, Walk-
em, Southgate, Cox, Sacders, O'Reilly,
Trutch. '

MEBSAGE.

No. 4, from Governor, sanctioning the Tn~
demnity and Victoria Incorporation Aid Or-
dinances.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The Hon Mr Stamp’s motion to place
£600 upon the Estimates for the Burrard In~
let Road was postponed.

Hon Robson obtained leave to postpone
the introduction of a Homestead Bi!l.

Hon Colonial Secretary laid the Estimates
on the table, Friday being fixed for their con-
sideration.

The Oaths and Evidence Bill was read a
third time and passed.

The Sheriffs’ Law Bili passed second read-
ing, and Couneil went into committee.

Considerable discassion arose on a sugges-
tion from Hon Robson that gome security be
required from the Sheriff inorder to protect
the public. Hons Crease, Ball and others
objected on account of the difficalty in find-
ing men of property willing to undertake the
responsible duties attached to the office. An
amendment was finally carried, on motion of
Mr Walkem, authorising the Governor to re-
quire the person so appointed to give good
and sufficient security. ‘

The bill passed through committee with
further amendments and was reported, the
penalty being limited *o $500 and imprison-
ment not exceeding six ronths,

The Indian Liquor Bill passed second read-
ing and was considered in committee aud re-
ported with amendments.

Council adjourned tiil Thursday.

Thursday’s Sitting,

Conncil met at 2 p.m. Present: Hons
Birch (presiding), Crease, Wood, Hamly,
Brew, Ball, Smith, Barnard, Robson, Walk-~
em, Macdonald, Helmcken, DeCosmos, South.
gate, Stamp, Pembertoa, Cox, Sanders, and
Trutch. :

ASSIMILATION LAWS,

Hon Crease, chairman select committee,
introduced a Postal Ordinauce and Gold
Mining Regulation Ordinance, the former of
which was read the first time, the latter being
referred back to the select committee pend-
ing the report of the Gold Commissioners.

THE CONSTITUTION.

Hon DeCosmos obtained leave, in deference
to the wishes of some hon members, to poste
pone hi= motion to amend the constitation of
the Ceuunci!, until Tuesday next.

ABOLITION ROAD TOLLS, ETC.

Hon Smith obtained leave to let his motion
for the abolition of Road Tolls and Tonnage
Dues lie on the table.

BURRARD INLET ROAD

Hon Stamp moved that the (overnor be
requested to place the sam of £600 upon the
Estimates for repairing the Burrard Inlet
road and extending it from English Bay to
the Sawmill. This road, be said, was almost
impassable for six mohths in the year, and
it was highly necessary that communication
should always be kept open. By extending
it two miles further it would lead to the saw
mill, where there was a good landing. In
bad weather the road could not be reached.
Money was intended to be devoted to this
purpose last year but it was not expended.
He was aware of the state of the finances,
but the mill company had spent $25,000 -in
the country and were entitled to some con-
sideration.

Hon Walkem seconded. He looked upon
the money already iuvested by the company
a8 an earnest of their intentions, They were
creating a trade, and to his certain know-
ledge contracts had been entered into with
foreign governments. In its present state
the road was comparatively useless ; by ex-
tending it to the mill, where many of the re-
quisites of life were required, it would cause
a demand in New Westminster. The amount
was small, and the Government should give!
some encouragement to the investments of
foreign capital in the country. The company
bad already expended as much as $28,000 or
$30,000. ;

Hon President said he thought the hon
mover would give the Government credit for
liberality in'the manper in which attention
had been given to the wants of that locality.
He had no objection to the attention of the
Government being called to the matter, and
the House might back the Government in
spending money on the undertaking when
found advisable, but he objected 1o its being
placed on the Estimates.

The motion was amended accordingly and
passed.

\

ALTERATION OF TARIFF.

Hon Robson moved an address to the Gov-
ernor, recommendiog the following additions
and alterations in the Tariff :
Lumber, fir and cedar (rough

Do do {(dressed)....
Shingles, ¥ 1000...........
Laths, do ‘
Fence Pickets,

B M
5 do

sd 1 do
SRRy s viss swmisesencn] L 0D

J0u soisv ebviivesiiins 2 idD

Hay 20 P ct ad val

NEgetables ......cihu cnivoncesesed0

Fruit (green)..c..cevee.....25

Poultry (dead or alive

e T G IR NS 1

Black Cattle, other than for

breeding purposes
If for breeding ...... siseses gqe B
Hogs (now 50c) $2 P head
Dead Meat (now 123), includ~

ing Hams and Bacon 20 B ct ad val
Butter (now 15 3 ct) do
Lard (now 15 @ ct) ...........20 do
Confectionery (now 12} 9 ct) 25 do
Bread (now 1214 ect).......25 do
Tinware (now 124 B ct).... do
Machinery [now free|

The hon. mover said he did not view the
matter from a financial stand-point as much
as to.extend a protective duty to certain
industries that required it. It appeared to
bim that the circumstanees of the country
made it the first duty of the Government and
Legislature to protect, to a wholesome extent,
any article that could be produced in the
country, and thereby protect industrial pur-
saits in the manufacture of those articles. It
wag obvious that the present system threw
our markets open to the lumber mills on the
Sound. Our own mills consumed goods that
paid large duties, and it was not fair that
they should have to compete with the older
established mills. It might be said that no
lumber was imported to the Colony from the
Sound, but when the Colony shall have re-
covered from its present depression Victoria
will offer a very fair market to our neighbors
(hear) The same might be said of hay,
frait and vegetables. Labor was compara-
tively cheap on the other side, and the
farmers there were content to sell at prices
that did not svit the labor market here. The
markets at Victoria, New Westminster, and
even Nanaimo, were as accessible to them as
to our farmers, and could be reached with
as much ease and at as little cost, and it was
obviously unfair that they should compete.
If there was one thing more necessary than
another, it was to encourage those who
settled on our lands. The Government, he
was aware, was rather prone to adopt a
different view, by reason of the importations
producing a direct reveoue. Baut it was short
sighted policy, for whenever an article can
be produced in the Colony, the producer con«
tributes to a larger extent than the small
amount of revenue that could be collected.
There was nothing more injurious than en-
couraging the system of sending money out
of the'Colony. We should avoid the mis«
takes of the past, and look with a jealous eye
1o the protection of every man who desired
to settle permanently in the country. It may
be said that the expense of bringing produc~
tions to market ought to be_ of itself produe-

, but that argument was met by what he
had previously stated, and in some cases our
own producers had to incur * the expense of
shipping their goods to market by a steamer.
Even if it were so, goods coming from the
other side unsettled the market and discour-
aged settlers from produeing. Dead meat
came free, but be could not conceive why,
and concluded that it must be an oversight.
Batter and lard paid 15 per cent., which was
not sufficient, and the infportations of these
articles also disturbed the market, discounr-
aged our own producers and kept prices up.
With the extra duty on we should have a
better article at a less price. In the case of
confectionery, it was most unfair to charge a
daty of 20 per cent. on jhe raw material and
onty 1214 on the manufactured article. We
wee capable of making all the bread we
required, and some protection ought to be
extended to this branch of industry. Tinware
paid the same duty as the article ont of which
it was manufactared. Respecting the article
of machinery it might be said that it was
important not fo restrict the introduction of
steam saw, quartz, grist mills, boilers, &ec.;
but if it was true, as he had been told, that
there was a large and complete establish=
ment at Victoria capable of marnufacturing
such things, might we not Btrengthen and
stimulate that firm by putting a small duty
of 10 pert cen. on machinery ? The Governor
would bhave the power which .he now holds
of remitting tke duty on any particular kind
of machinery which could not be manu-
factured here.

Hon. Pemberton seconded, he was not pre~
pared for th2 hoon. gentleman’s motion, but
fully endorsed every word he had uttered,
In she able and lucid speech they had just
beard a good case ‘had been made out, the
right nail had been hit on the head, and the
proper way shown to settle up the country.
What had been said respecting the ease of
access to our markets from the Sound was
quite correct. Farmers on the Sound owned
taeir own crafts and could -carry their pro-
duce easier than we could. The duty of $5
per kead on cattle would not exceed & cent.
per pound.

Hon. Helmcken haé listened to the pre-
vious speakers attentively, and he hoped to
some advantage, but"business was business,
and he objected to the motion on two grounde:
First, that the subject of the resolution had
not been previously submitted to the House ;
second, that it was a matter™of taxation that
could pot be then introduced, The motion
was out of order, and the House could not
go into the principle, whether right or wrong
He wouald ask the hon. member to withdraw
it and bring it up in Committee of ways and
means. Lh

Hon. DeCosmos seid, so'far as the princi-
ple of revenue and tariff was concerned, he
cobcurred in the main, but the measure ‘vas
only partial, and . when the’ proper tim- r=
rived there should be a eomplete revision of
the tariff, as there were a great number of
aiticles that it was desirable to protect. He,
however, favored dning business in the
ordinary parliamentary way, and was opposed
to sending it to the Executive. If the hon.
mover would consent to refer it to the Com-
mittee of ways and means he would support

t.

Hon. Robson said his only object was to
attain his point.* 'The course he "had pursued
had been the rule hitherto in this House, so
that he was not out of order, and he remind

ed the hon. gentleman that he did not feel

that he was in Parliament. This was only

a measure extending protection to certain

articles that needed it, and went as far as he

thought it advisable to go this year. He

was willing that it should go to Committee.
(To be Continued.)

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

Satarday, Feb 16.

CoxTEMPT OF Courr—P. Byrum, who is
in the employ of a distinguished barrister of
this city, appeared in the Police Court yes-
terday morning to answer a summons issued
at the instance of Mr J. G: Norris, who
charges him with having on divers occasions
used threatening and ineulting language to«
wards him. The difference jgrew out of a
recent suit in the Summary Court in which
Byrum was the defendant and in which Mr
Norris appeared as a witness for the plaintiff
D. B. Ring, Esq., was present in Court yes-
day to defend Byrum, and Mr Norris took
the stand and was proceeding to give his, evi-
dence when the accused called him a *lying
scoundrel.” The Magistrate immediately
committed Byrum for contempt of court and
adjourned the hearing for six hours, at the
end of which time, Byium cooled off and was
put under bonds to keeps the peace, -

DerigaTruL WEeaTHER—The weather for
the past few days has been most delightfal,
and yesterday was one of the finest days we
have enjoyed at this or any other season of
the years The air was as soft and balmy as
a Spring worning, and the sun was as bright
as in midsummer. How one pities the poor
Island delegation who are doomed to endure
the fogs and damps of the Lower Fraser,
while we—their favored constituents—are
basking in the bright sunshine and enjoying
the the pure, braciog air from the -native bills
of our Island home. The delegation will find
their' reward in the lasting gratitude of
their fellow-citizens—though gratitude is bat
a poor recompense, it must be admitted, for
the sacrifice of health and comfort which
they are called on to make.

San Francisco 10 New York BY Rain.—
The distance between these points by the
route the railroad will traverse is given at
2,958 miles. The steepest’grade on the route
is in ascending the Blue Hills, where the
ascent is 105 feet per mile. The highest
point traversed between the Atlanfic and
Pacific oceans is in the Black Hills, where
the road attains an altitude of 8,240 feet
(over a mile and a half) above the sea level,
while the highest point of Bridger’s Pass
where the road crosses the Rocky Mountains.
is but 7,434 feet above tide water, Salt Lake.
City being 4,285 feet in elevation, and the:
summit of the Sierra Nevadas 7,011 feet.

AMATEUR DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE.~The
performance of the Amateurs on Friday
evening will be under the patronage of Sir
James Douglas, K.C.B., Capt Oldfield, R\N,,
and officers of H. M. Fleet, Capt Pearse and
officers of the Volunteer Corps, and the
officers and members of the Fire Department,
The performance will open with the * Irish -
Lion,” to be followed with the burlesque of
‘“ Shylock or the Merchant of Venice Pre-
served.” ]

Me Daraan—The telegraphic news of
Thursday mentions the death of Dargan, the
railroad king. It was he who advanced
fands—over forty thousand pounds—to baild
the Dublin Exhibition Building of 1863, He
is also the gentleman who gave up his man«
sion near Dublin to Her Majesty the Queen in
the same year, receiving her as a guest. Mr
Dargan deserves more than a casual mention.
He rose from the poaition of a common navvy
working on the railroads, to wealth and
prominence.  More, than that he was one
of Ireland’s open, wholesouled, noble hearted
sons. The end of his business career in
bankruptcy and his subsequent death are-
much and universally regretted.

g PoruraTioN oF PorTLAND, OREGON.—The
special canvassers for the Portland Directory-
return the population of the city, Deec. 31st,
1866, at 6,508, of which number, 3,121 are
white males and 2,438 are white females.
The colored population numbers 125, male
and female; Chinese, 324, male and female
fioating population, estimated from hotel rew
gisters, 500. In 1863 fhe pcpulation was
4,057 ; in 1864 it was 5,819 ; in 1865 it was
estimated at 6,068.

Tre City of San Francisco pays $125,000-
per year for lighting the streets. And the
papers grumble that the streets are not better
lighted. "Assoon as the moon rises the
lights are shut off, no matter how foggy or
cloudy it may be. And as the foggy nights
have the best of it, the darkness is too often
visible.

Tae PoPuraTION of Canada last year was
2,881,862] There are 2,148 miles of railro d
in Canada, which cost $121,543,678, and the

receipts last year were $10,910,678. The
length of telegraph wires is 5,457 miles.
There are 21 hospitals, 6 savings backs and
0 building societies in Canada.

It 13 sa1D that a rush to the Coloy from
New Zealand and Australia is looked for
during the coming season.  Several old
Caribooites, “ who have gone further and
fared worse” will be among the immigrants.

Like prodigal sons they will be welcome:




